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the President of the Order, joined the
order in Mysore and spent nine years
there.

This is the mother institution. Swami
Atmavidanandaiji is its present President.
The Mysore Ashrama is the Kannada
publication wing of the Ramaknshna
Mission. It has published ower 200
Kannada titles. There is nitya pooja,
pravers in the evenings and lectures and
satsang on Saturday /Sunday. Thereisa
very well equipped library. The Ashram
also runs ‘Viveka Shikshana® a coaching
class for low scoring (below 45 %), poor
children of 9th & 10th 3td. in evenings.
This is totally free and is open to both
bowys & qirls.

Under the Ramakrishna Mission at
Mysore we have two other institutions:
Sri Ramakrishna Vidyashala (SERVS)
and Ramakrishna Institute of Moral &
Spiritual Education (RIMSE). Both these
were founded by Revered Swami
Shambhavanandaji Maharaj whe was
the head of the Mysore Ashram from
1941 to 1972. He was the founder of
these institutions. They stand today as a
monument to his great viston. Swami
Yuktatmanandaii is heading the RIMSE
and | am in charge of the SREVS.

Nesaru : Ramakrishna Vidyashalais
quite well known. What is unique about
if?

Swami Muktidananda: It isindeed
a unique institution inthe country. Itisa
sincere atternpt to translate into reality
the educational vision of Swami
Vivekananda. According to Swamiji, the
real aim of education is * man-making °

Telescope in Observatory

and it implies taking care of all aspects of
human personality - physical, mental,
moral and spiritual. So, SREVS does not
deal with mere academic education. It
deals with the all round development of
the personality with excellence in
academics and inculcation of higher
values and ideals of Indian culture. The
emphasis is on character building. The
Indian spiritual values and the westemn
scientific ternper are optimally blended
in this educational system.

All round developrment is promoted
by activities like sports, physical training
in the Gymnasium, swimming, hobbies,
recreational facilities, social service, a
healthywork culture, leadership fraining,
etc. The Vidyashala is spread out on a
lush 80 acre plot of land where, apart
from the SRKVS and RIMSE buildings,
hostel and staff quarters, 19 playgrounds
& a stadium, swimming pool,
astronomical observatorny, gymnasium,
NCC army wing, auditorium, dainy and
nature class rooms are housed. Apart
from these there are omamental gardens,
fruit & vegetable gardens, green house
and evergreen and deciduous forest
patches. The nature class rooms in the
midst of these lush greenery helps the
students to appreciate the nature and
leamn to be eco-friendly.

The School is residential and has
classes commencing from the Sth
standard and extendsup tallPUC (Junior
College). It is comparable to any of the
better known residential schools of the
country like the Doon school or the Kishi
Valley School. The admission is through

an entrance test and is generally quite

tough. About a thousand students apply
each vear out of which, about 100 are
admitted. A few seals are given 1o
deserving students from economically
weaker sections. All our shudents are
taught computers. Typing also is
compulsory so that it helps them in using
the compatters. Every classroom has an
open shelf library. A great emphasis is
given to development of leadership [ 7F,
making students participate in various
activities. We have 17 departments,
which are totally run and managed by
the students. We give alot of importance
to promoting hobbies and bringing out
the talents of the students. Our College
Band Troop has been highly appreciated
and felt to be as good as the Military
Band. Parficipation ininterclass and inter-
school competitions are encouraged. The
school has programme called Narayana
Seva, where the students serve the poor
and downtrodden and contribute their
mite to help them. In the last 30 years,
SRKEVS has had 100 % results in S5LC &
PUC in almost every year.

Nesaru : Could vou name some of
the prominent persons who have studied
at RKVS? :

Swami Muktidananda: Many. To
name a few...

Shri §. M. Krishna, honorable Chief
Minister of Kamataka was our hostel
student.

Late M. A. Muthanna, additional
Chief Secretary.

Shri Kuvempu, the celebrated
Kannada writer and poet also stayed in
the Musore Ramalrishna Ashrama as a
resident for more than a decade.

MNesaru : What about RIMSE? What
are its activities?

Swami Muktidananda: RIMSE is
located on an elevated area of the land
near the Vidyashala campus. It isbasically
a B.Ed. college with a compulsory
specialization subject entitled * Moral and
Spiritual Education’. It also conducts
short-term courses in value education
for teachers from central government
and state government schools. It also
conducts retreats, where one withdraws
into a quiet place away from the
humdrum of the cty and rests one's
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LET IT BE, LET MALGUDI BE

Many vears ago, novelist R K Narayan
wasshown amap of Maloudi created by Dr.
James M. Fennelly, anacademic of Adelphi
University, for a paper entitled, The City of
Malqudi as an Expression of the Ordered
Hindu .

Cosmos, The writer is believed to have
said he was delighted because he had written
about Malgudi all his life but never seen it.

Atothertimes, readers all overthe world
have tried to place a finger on Malgudi in
reality. It is Chennai is it Mysore, could it be
Coimbatore?

The debate continues after Marayan's
death, following Khushwant Singh's
suggestion that a place in Tamil Nadu or in
Kamataka be named after the fictional town.
Fans of Maravan have been dashing off
mails to newspaperswith propesals. “Surely,
it st be Mysore.” “Perhaps Chennai and
Mysore.” “How about the Cantonment
Hailway Station in Bangalore?” After all: the
firsttime the Muse whispered info Naravan's
ear, he saw a train approaching a small
railway station. Where little Swami goes to
watch trains armve and depart...

There are some however, whowouldn't
want finite boundaries to their Vision. They
are not against a tribute to the writer but they
fear the literacy Ideamightbecome distinetive
and specific. There's a Malgudi in every
reader's mind and let it be. they claim.

Malaudi is a kind of static society lost in
an endemic france; a place that we'd see
arswhere inIndia. Mothing dramatichappens
there. The commonplace, on the other
hand, becomes special. We canrecognise a
Lawley Road ,an  Anand Bhavan coffec
house, a Kabir Street, a New Extension
Market Road, an Albert Mission School, the
Sarayu and even the Mempi Hills from
whereverwe are,

It i5, in fact this astonishing atiribute of
universality that Naravan create, that gives
us the pleasure of revisiting Malgudi every
time and finding a new value.

Malgudi has become a metaphor. And
asSalman Rushdie says, “so lovingly Made
that it has become more vividly real to us
than most real places.” And for this, the
naysayvers of actualising Malgudi wouldn't
have liked to see aliteracy work on celluloid
as well. Just like Arundhati Rov reportedly
deoesn’twant The God Of Small Thingstobe
filmed. Although Ayemenem-

~Where May is a hotbroodingmonth"-
i real, located a few kilometers away from

Kottayam. The sensibility operates thus: If
vou let the image capture “a piece of
imagination”, then vou've banished a
thousand otherstreams ofimagined terrains.

But can anything call an end to
imagination? How then does one rate the
Stupendous success of Shankar Mag's
television serial, Malgudi Days? The Truthis
the film captured the milieu justright: Malgud
is undeniably South Indian. Remember
Marayan took objection to Viay Anand
shooting The Guide in Rajasthan? Secondly,
MNarayan's namation is largely simple and
Realistic and therefore lends itself to a
siraightforward depiction.

Which may not be so of the other
fictional place popularwith this generation-
Gabriel Garcia Marquez'sMacondo. Critics
have found physical commonality with
Aracataca, the author's birthplace in
Colombia, but the very nature of his story-
tellingmakes visualising a tough proposition.

Especially One Hundred Years of
Solitude, where the fantastic becomes
normal, and isin Marquesz's own words: “A
novel which is the very opposite of cinema. ™
A tale that is old with an expressionless face
isaparadox in cinerna, which by itsintrinsic
quality lendsmood and emotion ina frame.

How eould a filmmaker give definite
parametérs to the elemenis of mystery in
Marquez's master work?

The truth is Gabo himself didn 't succeed
much, on his oun admission. Innocent
Erendira, first conceived as afilm script and
Then written as a novella, sapped his energy
for cinema. After a few maore unremarkable
attemnpts at the medium, he could only say,
“The cinema and [ are like an ilmatched
couple-l can't live with it and | can’t live
without it.”

Literary tales carmywith them the baggage
of not enly the author’s vision but also the
reader's. Besides, there is the notion that
fact is superior to fiction, That fiction deals
with some temporality of experience. In
essence, fiction triggers kaleidoscopic
possibilities of imagination. Thereinliesthe
question of how much one reader’s version
can beshared by othersand howmuch isleft
out,

small wonder then that when literans
landscapes are drawn with precise
boundaries, some wouldn't want to travel
there with others. Reading, all said and
done, is a personal journey.

(Courtesy : The Times of India)

CONGRATULATIONS

The President & the members of
The Mysore Association and the MNesaru
readers heanty congratulate Justice BN,
Srikrishna of the Bombay High Court
andamemberof our Association on his
well-deserved and well-merited elevation
as the Chief Justice of the Kerala High
Count. :
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mind on the inner self. This helps in T e o DT
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Nesaru : What other publications or 2 DT Tk

educational aids do you bring out? S SRTN uFi ving BE0I. Zmoh
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ment Programmes for school children. | ctossoni adetzodicite, cte st iz, 080
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Bharata Kanda Sahasramana). It covers E

in 50 minutes, the historical events of — — —
Bnlcs bl

India in a crisp and impactful manner.
| =3 Feeidee 33 |

We now have this on CD. May be you
could show this to your members, We
also have produced videocassettes of
“Kavyarasa Taranga” a dramatic

depiction of the Master pieces of famous
Kannada literature, which have been
televised on many Kannada T V
channels,

Nesaru : Thank you Swamiji. In
conclusion, would you like to say some
thing? :
Swami Muktidananda: Yes.
Before sailing to America, Swami
Vivekananda visited Mysore in 1892 and
was the quest of the Maharaja of Mysore.
During his stay there, he met many
learmed scholars and discussed with them.
He camied such a favourable impression
of Mysore that in August 1894, in his
lefter from USA to Sri. Alasinga Perumal,
he wrote that Mysore would be in time a
strong force to reckon with. The
Ramakrishna Ashram of Musore and its
educational institutions have plaved a
key role in making these prophetic words
come frue.
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Many vears ago, novelist R K Narayan
was shown a map of Malgudi created by Dr.
dJames M. Fennelly, anacademic of Adelphi
University, for a paper entifled, The City of
Malgudi as an Expression of the Ordered
Hincu X

Casmos. The writer is believed to have
said he was delighted because he had written
about Malgudi all his life but never seen it.

Atothertimes, readersall over the world
have tried to place a finger on Malgudi in
reality. It is Chennaiis it Mysore, could it be
Coimbataore?

The debate continues after Narayan's
death, following Khushwant Singh's
suggestion that a place in Tamil Madu orin
Kamataka be named after the fictional town.
Fans of Marayan have been dashing off
mailsto newspaperswith proposals. “Surely,
it must be Mysore.” “Perhaps Chennai and
Mysore.” “How about the Cantonment
Railway Station in Bangalore?” Aiter all; the
firsttime the Musewhisperedinio Naravan's
ear, he saw a frain approaching a small
railway station. Where little Swami goes to
watch trains arrive and depart...

There are some however, whowouldn't
want finite boundaries to their Vision. They
arenotagainst a ribute to the writer but they
fear the literacy ldeamightbecome distinctive
and specific. There's a Malgudi in every
reader's mind and let it be, they claim.

Malgudiis a kind of static society lost in
an endemic trance; a place that we'd see
anywherein India. Nothingdramatichappens
there. The commonplace, on the other
hand, becomes special. We can recognise a
Lawley Road .an Anand Bhavan coffee
house, a Kabir Street, a Mew Extension
Market Road, an Albert Mission School, the
Sarayu and even the Mempi Hills from
whereverwe are.

It s, in fact this astonishing attribute of
universality that Marayan create, that gives
us the pleasure of revisiting Malqudi eveny
time and finding a new value.

Malgudi has become a metaphor, And
as Salman Rushdie says, “solovingly Made
that it has become more vividly real to us
than most real places.” And for this, the
naysayers of actualising Malgudi wouldn't
have liked to see aliteracy work on celluloid
as well. Just like Arundhati Rov reportedly
doesn'twant The God Of Small Thingstobe
filmed. Although Avemenem-

“Where May is a hot broodingmonth -
i real, located a few kilometers away from

LET IT BE, LET MALGUDI BE

Kottavam. The sensibility operates thus: If
vou let the image capture “a piece of
imagination”, then you've banished a
thousand other streams ofimagined terrains.

But can anvthing call an end to
imagnation? How then does one rate the
Stupendous success of Shankar Nag's
television serial, Malgudi Days? The Truth is
the film captured the milieu justright: Malgudi
is undeniably South Indian. Remember
MNarayan took objection to Vijay Anand
shooting The Guide in Rajasthan? Secondhy,
MNarayan's narration is largely simple and
Realistic and therefore lends itself to a
straightforward depiction.

Which mav not be so of the other
fictional place popularwith this generation-
Gabriel Garcia Marquez"s Macondo, Critics
have found physical commonality  with
Aracataca, the author’s birthplace in
Colombia, but the very nature of his stony-
telling makesvisualisinga tough proposition.

Especially One Hundred Years of
Solitude, where the fantastic becomes
normal, and isin Marquez's own words: “A
novel which is the very opposite of cinema.”
Afale that is old with an expressionless face
isaparadox in cinema, which byits intrinsic
qualitylends mood and emotion in a frame.

How could a filmmaker give definite
parameters to the elements of mystery in
Marquez’s master work?

The truth is Gabo himself didn't succeed
much, on his own admission. Innocent
Erendira, first conceived as a film scriptand
Thenwritten as anovella, sapped his energy
for cinema. After a few more unremarkable
attempts at the medium, he could only say,
“The cinema and | are like an illmatched
couple-l can't live with it and [ can't live
without it.”

Literawy tales canywiththem the baggage
of not only the author's vision but also the
reader’s. Besides, there is the notion that
fact is superior to fiction. That fiction deals
with some temporality of experience, In
essence, fiction triggers kaleidoscopic
possibilities of imagination. Therein liesthe
question of how much one reader’s version
can be shared by othersand how much is left
out

Small wonder then that when literany
landscapes are drawn with precise
boundaries, some wouldn't want to travel
there with others. Reading, all said and
done, is a personal jourmety.

(Courtesy - The Times of India)
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The President & the members of
The Mysore Association and the Nesans
readersheanty congratulate Justice BN,
Srikrishna of the Bombay High Court
and a memberof our Association on his
well-deserved and well-merited elevation
as the Chief Justice of the Kerala High
Count. _
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OBITUARY

Sri M.A. Srinivasan, one of our past
members and father of Sri M.AM.
Prasad, passed away on the 2nd of
September 2001, after a briefl spell of
iliness. He was 88. He leaves behind
his wife, son and daughter.
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