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Perhaps as befits a tomb, the emphasis
of the Gol Gumbaz is on simple grandeur
rather than on fussy ornarrientation. An

The floral designs and the encaustic
inscription on its entrance arch proclaims ,-

tile works noted in.Bidar bear the stamp of that it houses the mortal' remains of
Persian art. The Madrasa ef-Moharnmud .=.o....,,-..~
Gawan resembles the one at Fez and ohainrrrad Adit=Shah who, upon his

I h I it f II th 1-' f death, became "an inhabitant of-Paradisee sew ere. n. spi e 0 _a e jusion 0 .."
I d th . -f'M ~l and also a Particle of the FIrmament- .cu tures own e centunes 0 us im ru e, .

the later preferred their main buildings C:):;:::- For=two.hundred years the Adil Shahs
be of brick and not of granite. To lighten held their - a n and indeed helped
the lead-en-the-do es of tombs a lighter themselves to large c . e _
brick was used. Clay was mixed WJt saw . out from seme other Sultan or the
dust and placed in the kiln for being burnt Kingdom of r' agar which lay on their
and this produced a lighter, stronger and a southern bor~y- 1685

. more porous brick. Specimens of this can came Nemesis. Their Kingdom was
be seen at the Gol Gombaz at Bijapur and invaded by the mammoth army of the great

.. at the tomb of Humayun at Bidar and at the Moghul, Aurangzeb.
Ramappa temple at Warrangal. These
bricks float in water.

The contribution of Karnataka's
Islamic dynasties includes some ofIndia's
most magnificent mosques, tombs, palaces
and forts. Constructed over a period of 400
years - from the 14th to the 18th centuries
- these monuments are located largely in
the three renowned cities of Bidar, Bijapur

. and Gulbarga. They represent the cultural
glory attained under three of the five major
Islamic dynasties which ruled in the·
Deccan: the Bahamanis, the Baridis and the
Adil Shahis. In addition to these are the
monuments erected during the same period

"by dynasties ruling from the north - the
Khaljis and the Tughluqs.

While today monuments such as the
Gal Gumbad (in Bijapur) enjoy almost as
much acclaim as the Taj Mahal and Akbar's
Fatehpur Sikri palace complex, this was
not always the case. After the fall of the
Adil Shahi dynasty, the cities associated
with these Muslim dynasties of the Deccan
were neglected and forgotten. Certain
religious structures, such as the dargah of
Bandanawaz Gisu Daraz, the' tomb of a
famous 15th century Chisti saint who
settled in Gulbarga, however,' never'
floundered in popularity, and even today
attract pilgrims from allover India. But
interest in the other monumental remains
of the Deccan was revived in part by the
19th century British, for whom these sites,
especially Bijapur, had a special
significance. The awe-inspiring palaces,
tombs, and mosques situated in the thick
jungle of Bijapur were perceived as the
ultimate in the romantic quest for the
picturesque that so preoccupied the minds
of early 19th century Englishmen. By the
late 19th century, when the jungle was
cleared and Bijapur had- become, a
flourishing and much more accessible
district headquarters, monuments such as
the Mehtar Mahal, the Gol Gumbad, the
Ibrahim Rauza and the Gagan Mahal were
viewed as products of the golden era of
Indian culture and architecture. This high
regard for the monuments of Bijapur
ultimately influenced the British concept
of how modem architecture in India ought

to look, and placed a major role in the
formulation of the British-created
Indo-Saracenic style of architecture found
throughout the continent. .

The transfer of the imperial capital
from Delhi to Daulatabad in the South by
Mohamed-bin- Tughluk had a - profound
effect on the Deccan. There was a
wholesale migration of eminent men, each
an authority in his particular field, experts
in art and architecture, scholars, engineers,
tile-makers, calligraphists - who found
patrons in this part of the country. The
massive constructions of Delhi were soon
duplicated in the Deccan and for a century
after Mohamed-bin- Tughluk, .these
designs continued to, be followed. The
flutings and calligraphy of the tomb of
Firoz Shah Bahamani at Gulbarga strongly
resemble the work on the Qutb Minar at
Delhi, But slowly as the old masters died
away, their art and designs came
increasingly under local influences, as can
be seen from the tomb of Ali Barid which
does not have the massiveness associated
with the tombs of the earlier period. As the
capital grew in importance, greater contact
was established and maintained with
Persia, Arabia and other Moslem countries
and the cultural traditions/of these
countries were imported to give newness
and innovation to local art, etc.

,Wood was extensively used for pillars
and these in turn were elaborately carved
as can be seen at the Rangin Mahal.
Intricate designs have been worked out in
wood and the pillars are made to resemble
temple granite pillars. Traces of paint are
seen on them and it is possible that these
were brightly painted over with gold dust
to match the wall tiles.

The designs and decorations seen at
Bidar are therefore unique in many ways
and are bound to fascinate a student of the
history of Islamic architecture in India.

The Gal Gumbaz is to Bijapur wha ,
the Taj Mahal is to Agra. By a strange.. _ -
coincidence both were built about the same
time, -in <the second" quarter of the
seventeenth century. The Gol Gumbaz's
speciai claim to distinction is that it
encloses the largest domed space in the
world, .and also that the workmanship of
the dome itself was an engineering marvel
of such perfection that it formed a highly
sensitive echo-chamber. The tick of a clock-
held against the wall could be heart
distinctively at the opposite end, all of 125
feet away, and one pair of feet (was)
enough to awaken the echoes of the tread
of a regiment.

Bijapur 's teenaged king, Sikandar
Adil Shah, opposed the Moghuls with skill
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and -determination but the contest was
hopelessly one- sided. Finally Sikandar
was forced to withdraw into the walled city.
Aurangzeb had enough men to surround
the city and starve its inhabitants into
submission. The process took nearly a
whole year, and ended on 15th October,
1686. That was when the Adil Shah
Sultanate ceased to exist, and its capital,
Bijapur, became one of the provincial
headquarters of the Moghul Empire.

What remained to Bijapur was merely'
a skeleton of its former self. All the trees
had been cutdown for fuel, and the
sporadic fire from the guns had reduced

~ many of the noble buildings to rubble. After
its surrender the city was subjected to the
~avagery of conquering hordes who

--1Iundered its houses at leisure and broke up
more buildings in sheer frustration. Even
Aurangzeb, its conqueror, is said to have
wept when he saw the havoc caused to
Bijapur by his taking of it. And then, while
the Emperor was still .camped within the
fort, there came a virulent epidemic of
plague which killed off nearly half of its
population. One of Aurangzeb's favourite
wives died in this epidemic.

Bijapur never recovered from these
twin ordeals. Its population dwindled and
its parks were turned into farmland. A
cactus jungle filled most of the uninhabited
parts. Grant Duff, who visited Bijapur in
early-nineteenth century, reports that while
from the outside the walls of the city still
resented a formidable appearance, once

he.entered the gate"all was solitude, silence
and desolation" .

It was not till towards the end of the
last century that an imaginative Governor
of Bombay, Sir Richard Temple; resorted
to get his government to restore whatever
was .left from the ruins of Bijapur. As it
happened, at this particular .time, the
government was thinking of creating a new
district in this area and looking for a place .
to build its headquarters. Sir Richard
managed to persuade his superiors in office--
that Bijapur was just the place they were
looking for for this new station since"
some of its buildings would serve ideally
as public offices or residences of officials".

By clearing up the cactus and digging
out the "half-buried" monuments, they got
their district headquarters. Many old
buildings have been converted into
Government offices, but fortunately the
large majority of those rescued have
escaped conversion if only because they
were too grand or otherwise unsuitable to
serve any utilitarian purpose. Of these there
are at least forty intact and undamaged, but
even the local guides are hard put to
identify all of them.

The Jama Masjid, which Mr. James
Fergusson describes as "one of the finest
mosques in India". Not far from it is the
Asar Mahal, which was one of the most
elaborately decorated buildings in Bijapur,
with its ceiling and walls done up in
intricate gold mouldings, and doors inlaid
with ivory. The doors themselves have.
gone, but you can still see traces of the gold
work in odd corners and on the ceiling.

The Asar Mahal was actually built as
a Hali of Justice, with an "open" face, and
with its roof supported by gigantic teak
pillars 60 feet tall. Alas, today these pillars
have been replaced by reinforced concrete
uprights, but one of them, lying on.its side
in the courtyard, makes one wonder of the
size teak trees once grown in India.

A cluster of slim minarets and domes
that rarely fails to draw appreciative clucks
is the Ibrahim Rauza, which contains the
tomb of Sultan Ibrahim II as well as one or
two of his favourite consorts. This is the
building that Aurangzeb chose for his
residence while he was in Bijapur. It is a
singularly beautiful building, as its
architect defiantly proclaimed to the world
in an inscription: "At the beauty of this
structure, Paradise stood amazed". But the
monument is said to be something of an
architectural wonder too. "How the roof is
supported is a mystery," confesses a
British engineer.

The. splendid monuments of the Adil
Shahis, Baridis and Bahamanis eloquently
testify that this period was the cultural
apogee of Islamic rule in Karnataka.

ATRIPTO
GANESHPURIIVAJRESHWARI

A trip to Ganeshpuri/Vajreshwari has
been arranged for the members of the
Association . on Sunday the llthof
November 1990.

The members will leave in a bus from
the Association onl lth morning at 7-30
A.M. and reach Ganeshpuri by 9-30 A.M;
They will have darshan of Sri
Chidvilasananda Swamiji. Our members
will also Present a programme of Bhajan's
in the presence of the Swamiji. After this
program me and recei ving prasada they will
go mound the ashram,' which has a
beautiful garden, spend some time there,
see the hot water springs at Vajreshwari and
return back to Bombay by the evening.

Members desirous of visiung
Ganeshpuri/Vajreshwareare requested to
contact Association'aefflce .far fuflher
detials.

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC
AND INTERNATIONAL

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
CONTACT

. AUGUSTA TRAVEL
. SERVICE

AgeIJJS FOr
~ \l<Rctll?=tt .

61 Indian Airlines
ff'I ~.
,.. Vayudoot

REGD. OFFICE:
3/15 ASHIANA SECTOR- 17'
VASHI - NEW BOMBAY
0215/682558-591
GRAMS : AUGTRASERV

ALSOAT:
2/16 KABBUR HOUSE
SION(E) BOMBAY 400 022.
407i750-2984/4093573

-' --,
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