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To Remember Me - 1 Will Live Forever
By Robert Noel Test (1926-94)

[The day will come when my body will lie upon a
white sheet neatly tucked under four corners of a
mattresslocated in a hospital; busily occupied with
the living and the dying. At a certain moment, a
doctor will determine that my brain has ceased to
function and that, for all intents and purposes, my
lifehasstopped. When thathappens, donotattempt
to instill artificial life into my body by the use of a
machine. And don’t call this my deathbed. Let it be
called the bed of life, and let my body be taken from
it to help others lead fuller lives.]

Give my sight to the man who has never seen a
sunrise, a baby’s face or love in the eyes of a woman.
Give my heart to a person whose own heart has caused
nothing but endless days of pain.

Give my blood to the teenager who was pulled from
the wreckage of his car, so that he might live
to see his grandchildren play.

Give my kidneys to the one who depends on a machine
to exist from week to week.

Take my bones, every muscle, every fiber and nerve in
my body and find a way to make a crippled child walk.
Explore every corner of my brain.

Take my cells, if necessary, and let them grow so that,
someday a speechless boy will shout at the crack of a
bat and a deaf girl will hear the sound of rain against
her window.

Burn what is left of me and scatter the ashes to the
winds to help the flowers grow.

If you must bury something, let it be my faults, my
weakness and all prejudice against my fellow man.
Give my sins to the devil.

Give my soul to God.

If, by chance, you wish to remember me, do it with a
kind deed or word to someone who needs you.

If you do all I have asked, I will live forever.
~0~

courtesy : S.G. Seetaram
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Ké Dihua & Gud Qinglan

Ke Dihua is the Chinese name of Indian doctor Dwarkanath
Shantaram Kotnis (10th Oct 1910 ~ 9th Dec 1942) & his Chinese
wife Gu? Qinglan (15th Sep 1916 ~ 28th June 2012) who are
remembered for their selfless service, during the Second Sino-
Japanese war of 1938. Dr. Kotnis married Gu? Qinglan in
November 1941, and he died a year later. Together they had a
son aptly named as Yin Hua (23rd Aug 1942); which meant as
Yin (India) Hua (China), their son also expired in 1967 prior to
his completion of Medical Graduation due tomedical negligence.
At the time of Dr. Kotnis' death Yin Hua was just 108 days old.

Early Days: Born to Shantaram and Sita in Solapur,
Maharashtra, he had two brothers and five sisters. He was the
second in hierarchy and was lovingly called Baba, He studied
medicine at the G.S. Medical College of the University of
Bombay in 1930. The Kotnis' family in India also supported him,
though his sisters Manorama & Vatsala were youngat that time,
but they were sure their brother was going to do something
great. Before he left for China, his father told him to "Carry on
tilltheend". He told Gu? Qinglan once that "Papa said Imustnot
leave anything half-done".

Indian Medical Mission: In 1937, after the Japanese invasion
of China, the General Zhu De requested Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru to send Indian physicians to China. Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose, the President of the Indian National
Congress, made arrangements to send a team of volunteer
doctors and an ambulance by collecting a fund of Rs 22,000 on
the All-Indian China Day and China Fund days on July 7 ~9. He
had made an appeal to the people; on Japan'srole in the Far East
and denounced the assault on China. by a press statement on
June 30,1938, in Modern Review. Subhash Chandra Bose wrote
an article on Japan's role in the Far East and denounced the
assault on China. The key element of this mission was it was
from a nation itself struggling for freedom, to another nation
alsostruggling forits freedom. The mission was reinforced with
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru's visit to China in 1939. A
medical team of five doctors (Doctors: M. Atal, M. Cholkar, D.
Kotnis, B.K. Basu and D. Mukherjee) were dispatched as the
Indian Medical Mission Team in September 1938. All, except
Dr. Kotnis, returned to India safely. Dr. Kotnis, who was 28 at
arrival, stayed in China for almost 5 years working in mobile
clinics to treat wounded soldiers. Dr. Kotnis first arrived in

China at the port of Hankou, Wuhan. He was sent to Yanan, and )
was eventually to be posted as Director of the Dr. Bethune
International Peace Hospital there. In 1939, Kotnis finally joined
the Eighth Route Army (led by Mao Zedong) at the Jin-Cha-Ji
border near the Wutai Mountain Area, after his efforts all across
thenorthern Chinaregion. The hardships of suppressed military
life, stresses that were especially relevant to the front-line doctors
who often had to work over 72 hours at a stretch, finally began
to tell on him. He died of epilepsy on December 9, 1942 at age 32,
and was buried in the Heroes Courtyard, Nanquan Village. Dr.
Dwarkanath Kotnis is commemorated together with the
Canadian Dr Bethune in the Martyrs' Memorial Park in
Shijiazhuang. The entire south side of the memorialis dedicated
to Dr Kotnis. A small museum there has a handbook that
contains vocabulary words that Kotnis wrote on his passage
from India to China, some of the instruments that the surgeons
used at that time and many photographs of doctors, some with
the Communist Party of China's most influential figures,
including Mao Zedong.

Legacy: Dr. Kotnis left behind a legacy that is not only
valued in China but also in his own family. Manorama is a
qualified nutritionist. Her grand niece Shalmali Borkar explains
that Manorama worked with the government at the Haffkine
Institute till a couple of decades ago. Shalmali, who is the grand
daughter of Dr. Kotnis's elder brother, is planning to pursue a
post graduation in internal medicine in the US. Her parents are
also doctors and she says she and her sister Sanika grew up on
stories about Dr. Kotnis. "We were inspired to take up
medicine,"says Shalmali. "Itis anhonor for us," says Sanika, who
isan ophthalmologist. Her husband Dr. Abhay Jain, on the other
hand, admits that he had no idea about Dr Kotnis before he
married Sanika and adds that the Indian governmenthas hardly
recognized Dr Kotnis' legacy. Dr. Vatsala Kotnis who studied
acupuncture at the Bethune hospital in Shijiazhuang in the early
1980s and started an acupuncture clinic in India.

Remembrances & Friendship: He is such a towering and
respected figure in China that when ever any Chinese Premier
or President has visited India he has made it a point to visit or
send flowers to Dr Kotnis' relatives. They include the Zhou En
Lai, Jiang Zemin, Li Peng, Zhu Rongji, Hu Jintao & Li Keqgiang
they all met his relatives including his two sisters during their
visits to India; while paying rich tributes to Kotnis, describing
him as "a bridge between China and India". During the visit,
President Hu Jintao presented a large album documenting Dr
Kotnis'lifein China, treating soldiers and his meeting with Mao.
"We have presented the President a video of 1946 Hindi Film of
V. Shantaram's Dr. Kotnis Ki Amar Kahani and his biography
‘Bridge Forever', written by Mangesh Kotnis, his elder brother
and a cotton bed sheet, made in Solapur", said Dr. Vatsala
Kotnis. Chinese Premier Li Keqgiang called him "A Chinese
freedom fighter". We are proud that after 70 years, he is still
honored. It is impressive that the Chinese are honoring an
Indian. His family home in Solapur is now a museum. CM
Prithviraj Chavaninaugurated it." Compare this to the hospitals
and memorials built in Dr Kotnis's honor in China, his inclusion
eveninschool textbooks, special medical teams named after him
that work in villages, and an observation of his fortieth death
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I think war is not the answer,” Adds Manorama; "That is
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(L~R: Dr. Abhay Jain, Shalmali Borkar, Manorama Kotnis,
Sanika Borkar Jain)
anniversary in 1982 on a large scale, and it seems as if the
honer is too little too late. Says Manorama who has visited
China several times, "The locals are very friendly, when they
hear Dr. Koinis's name, it creates a lot of interest. In India, from
the government, there is hardly anything done. They can
easily dosomething more.” While the Chinese people remember
Dr. Komis' Selfless Mission, it is sad that few Indians
remember him. Li Kegiang called Dr Kotnis "a symbol of Indo-
China friendship” during his visit to Mumbai. But that doesn’t
change the fact that barely 20 years after his death, India and
China went to war. The relationship has been a hostile one
since then. Kegiang's visit is being seen as an important step
towards mending relations with the Prime Ministers of both
the countries saying all the right things about resolving border
issues and strengthening trade relations. For Manorama and
her family, the issue is one close to their hearts. Says Shalmali,
"We sometimes feel bad that Dr. Kotnis did so much for the
Indo-China relationships and now the relationship is so weak.
But this is because it's the politics and other reasons for war.

politics, and we can't really say much about it. It's not about
relations between two families, but they have to take care of
the entire nation. So I am not competent to say anything about
that. All our differences should be settled with co-operation
and discussion. War is not the solution." Besides being known
for his dedication and perseverance, he has also been regarded
as a fine example for Sino-Indian friendship and collaboration.

Dr. Kotnis was immortalized in the V. Shantaram's movie
‘Dr Kotnis Ki Amar Kahani - 1946'. China too had its own
dedication to Dr Komis in the movie "'Dr D.5. Kotnis - 1982".
There was also a best selling biography /novel by K.A. Abbas,
"And One Did Not Come Back - 1945,

Tributes
Chairman Mao Zedong
“The army has lost a helping hand; the nation has lost a
friend. Let us always bear in mind his internationalist spirit”

Madame Sun Yat-sen
“His memory belongs not only to your people and ours,
but to the noble roll-call of fighters for the freedom and
progress of all mankind. The future will honor him even
more than the present, because it was for the future that
he struggled.”

“Though tributes and honors present themselves at all
times, the real tribute would be to recognize his yeoman
service to humanity without any prejudice, discrimination,
political animosity or geographical borders; by the true
feeling & following them ourselves, on his birth anniversary™
Ravi Shankar Nagaraj
ravi_nagaraj2004@yahoo.com
Hangzhou, China

FORTHCOMING

Kannada Kala Kendra Mumbai Presenis
3 Day Drama Festival at Mysore Association

DAY DATE TIME PROGRAMME
Saturday 19.10.2013 7.00 p.m.
‘Maran hi Mahanavami’

Sunday 20.10.2013 7.00 p.m.

Sunday 27.10.2013 7.00 p.m

Friday 15.11.2013 7.00 pm  Kannada Drama
Saturday 16.11.2013 7.00 p.m Kannada Drama
Sunday 17.11.20183 7.00 pm  Kannada Drama

Mysore Association Lalitha Kala Vibhag Presents Kannada Theatre Festival

“Belli Bylu” at Sanehalli

“Hugidadalli Hu Aralihudu™ — Kuvempu Rangamandir Shimogga
“Hugidadalli Hu Aralihudu”

Srajana Auditorium, Dharwad

“Belli Bylu” at Srajana Auditorium, Dharwad

07.11.2013
08.11.2013
09.11.2013

10.11.2013

Hindi Drama by “Shiva Kumar Kala Sangha" troupe from Sanehalli

“Karnataka Vocal-Dasara Padagalu” by Usha Kesari & Troupe, Bangalore
Hindustani Vocal - by Shashikala Kulahalli

PROGRAMMES:

—————— |
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