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Religion in Indonesia

by Ben Haryo
Indonesia is a Muslim Majority Nation. Infact
the Nation has highest number of Muslims
in the world compared to any other Nation.
Next India has the Second highest number
of Muslims. But the Indonesian Constitution
1945 allows freedom of religion, and
elevated Hinduism, Buddhism,
Confucianism, Islam, Catholicism and Protestantism as “Official Religion of the
Republic”, which entitled them for government support in their preservation and
propagation.
This however does not mean that religions beyond the “Official” are verboten or illegal.
Judaism and Sikhism are alive and well in Indonesia with full Government protection,
even without the “Official” status.

The rights to change religions, or even to embrace unofficial religions are protected
and upholded by the Laws.

In fact, since a 2017 Court Decree that traditional Shamanistic religions
(“Kepercayaan”) are recognized by the Republic, Indonesians could declare that they
adhere to traditional religions (such as Nature worship, Ancestor worship, spirit
worship, Animism etc) and have the Government issue the pertaining documentations.

Most interesting are the recent resurgence of Hinduism in Indonesia. Not long ago,

Princess Mahindrani of Javanese Royal Family, and Madame Sukmavati Sukarnoputri
(daughter of 1st Indonesian President) returned to Hinduism.
Former Indonesian President’s Daughter

re-converts to Hinduism on October 30,
2021

30" October 2021 Sukmawati Sukranoputri,
the daughter of Indonesian first President,
has reconverted from Isalm to Hinduism on
| 26" October 2021.

Both ladies are connected to Hinduism by
lineages, as Madame Sukmavati’s
grandmother was a Hindu Brahmin lady from
Bali who married a nobleman from Java and converted to Islam, while Princess
Mahindrani’s ancestors were Javanese Hindu nobles who converted to Islam in the
15th century for political advantages.

Indonesia: Why did the Princess of Java become Hindu?

Mahindrani Kooswidyanthi Paramasi is the Princess of Java, Indonesia who is known
for her lover for music and is also an avid pianist and composer. The Princess of Java
went through a Sudhi Wadani Ritual on July 17, 2017 in the Pura Lahur Catur Kanda
Pat Sari of Bali. This ritual can be described as an initiated into Hinduism, one of the
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major minority religions which are seeing a
major boost as many are returning to its fold
attracted by its philosophy.
w Famous actress Happy Salma also converted
.. from Islam to Hinduism many years ago, to be
| able to marry a Balinese Hindu noble.
Converting back to Hinduism seems to be an
" upwards (though slow) trends among Javanese
muslims who were descendants of Hindu nobles
in the past, who rediscovered the beauty of their
ancestral religion.

Most Javanese and Sundanese muslims still recognized that their ancestors were
Hindu and Buddhists, and many even still preserve and
deeply respect their ancestral culture.

Converting back to ancestral
faith seems to find Ilesser
resistance than converting to
other Abrahamovic faiths like
Christianity or Judaism.

. However this also does not stop

some individuals to hop from

one belief system to another several times. Examples being |

model Dena Rachman who was a Muslim, then declare KIS
+u herself to be an atheist for
™% some vyears, but then
announced her conversion to

Christianity.
Dulu Muslim, Dena
Rachman Pernah
Ateis dan Kini
Memeluk Agama
Nasrani
Dena Rachman
mengaku pernah
. menjadi seorang ateis
karena mendapat
banyak penolakan

dan tidak diterima.

Or film star Asmirandah who jumped back and forth from Christianity to islam and back
to Christianity.

| expect the trend to be more noticeable among celebrities, due to media exposure.
Shareena Gunawan and Nita Gunawan, both are photomodels, converting from Islam
to Christianity. Shareena due to marriage, Nita due to “self discovery”.
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|. WORD PUZZLES:
WHAT KIND OF ROOM HAS NO DOORS OR WINDOWS?
WHAT KIND OF BALLS DON'T BOUNCE? (IT HAS TWO ANSWERS)
IF 3 BOYS CAN EAT 3 BURGERS IN 3 MINUTES, HOW MANY BURGERS WILL 10 BOYS EAT IN 10
MINUTES?
TODAY IS SUNDAY AFTER 53 DAYS IT WILL BE A) SUNDAY B) MONDAY C) TUESDAY D) THURSDAY
OR E) NONE OF THE ABOVE

5. IF TERESA'S DAUGHTER IS MY DAUGHTER'S MOTHER. WHAT AM | TO TERRESA?

Il. REBUS PUZZLES: A B

Can you guess the words and expressionsT

Ge oD

nafish
nafish

VICE == VICE

thanks thanks
thanks thanks
thanks thanks
thanks thanks
thanks thanks

Atlantic
Pacifc
Arctic

. LOGICAL PUZZLES:

A. IN THIS SERQUENCE WHAT NUMBER WOULD LOGICALLY COME NEXT 7 248465947

B. HOW DO EIGHT EIGHTS ADD UP TO ONE THOUSAND ?

C. SUSAN AND LISA DECIDED TO PLAY TENNIS AGAINST EACH OTHER. THEY BET $1 ON EACH
GAME THEY PLAYED. SUSAN WON THREE BETS AND LISA WON $5. HOW MANY GAMES DID
THEY PLAY?

THERE ARE THREE PEOPLE (ALEX, BEN AND CODY), ONE OF WHOM IS A KNIGHT, ONE A
KNAVE, AND ONE A SPY. THE KNIGHT ALWAYS TELLS THE TRUTH, THE KNAVE ALWAYS LIES,
AND THE SPY CAN EITHER LIE OR TELL THE TRUTH. ALEX SAYS: "CODY IS A KNAVE.” BEN
SAYS: "ALEX IS A KNIGHT."” CODY SAYS: "I AM THE SPY." WHO IS THE KNIGHT, WHO THE
KNAVE, AND WHO THE SPY?

PUZZLES & TEASERS ANSWERS
1.Word Quizzes: 1.Tido. (Do Re MI Fa So La TiDo), 2. Kiwi, 3. Figure 8, 4. Saturday, 5. Wheat, 6. Two,
Four Eight & Nine Sound in Numbers, 7. ¥ (Year) Seconds, Minutes, Hours, Days, Weeks, Months,
Years.
2. PICTURE PUZZLE: A. Read every row as follows: (3+2)x2=10,(1+9)x2=20, (0 + B) x 2 = 16,
(T+5)x2=24.
B. 50.
3. 1) SON OF A GUN, 2) ADVICE, 3) FREE SHIP, 4) UNFINISHED BUSINESS, 5) 3.
Compiled by: Mr Ananth Banwasi
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74th Year of Shri Swarna Gauri and Shri Mahaganapathi Pooja

In keeping with its glorious tradition, your Association is conducting Shri Swarna Gauri and Shri
Mahaganapathi Pooja this year also, with all pomp and gaiety from 06th September 2024 to
08th September 2024. This event will be marked by the traditional pooja every morning and
cultural programmes followed by traditional pooja in the evenings. The Visarjana will be on
08" September 2024. A detailed programme will be mailed to you in due course. Those
desirous of giving “Sevartha” Rs. 251/- or more may please send their cheque to the Mysore
Association office, stating the preferred date for pooja along with your name, gotra and
nakshatra.

Bank Details:

Name: THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION, BOMBAY

SB A/c No: 54000637287

IFSC code: SBIN0040243

Bank: STATE BANK OF INDIA

Branch: MATUNGA (EAST)
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- Nesaru Tingalole August 2024

. RNI No. 040015/83

FORTHCOMING PROGRAMMES

e Independence Day Celebration \

August 15, 2024 at 10.00 a.m
At Association’s Premises.

KARNATIC CLASSICAL MUSIC COMPETITION

Competition will be held on Sunday, 25th August 2024 at 10.00 a.m
at The Mysore Association Premises.
The competition will be held in three age groups:
(1) 7 yrs. to 10 yrs. (10 years completed as on 31st Aug., 2024)
(2) 10 yrs. to 15 yrs. (15 years completed as on 31st Aug., 2024)
(3) 15 yrs. to 20 yrs. (20 years completed as on 31st Aug., 2024)

01.09.2024 - FOLK SONGS, Devotional Songs and Devaranama Competition Contestant
can participate in any two of the categories only
Age groups:
(1) 7 yrs. to 10 yrs. (10 years completed - as on 31st Aug 2024)
(2) 10 yrs. to 15 yrs. (15 years completed as on 31st Aug 2024)
(3) 15 yrs. to 20 yrs. (20 years completed as on 31st Aug 2024)

All songs should be in Kannada language.

A Shree Swarna Gowri &
fé-’ Shree Mahaganpathi Pooja Festival - 2024 .
06th September 2024 -9.30 am - Shree Swarna Gowri Pratishtapana and Pooja. )

07th September 2024 -9.30 am — Shree Mahaganapathi Pratishtapana & Pooja.
08th September 2024 -9.30 am — Pooje and Mangalarathi.
— 10.00 am - Vedaghosha by Vaidikas of Shankar Mutt.
— 12.00 Noon — Maha Mangalarathi.
Shree Swarna Gowri and Ganapthi Visarjan immersion & Prasada Viniyoga
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