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The Mysore Association, Mumbai
SUGAMA SANGEETA (DEVARANAMA) COMPETITION - 2024

Group | Group 1l Group 1 Prize
Age 7 years to 10 years Age 10 years to 15 years Age 15 years to 20 years
Rishab Arvind Vijayalakshmi Hari lyer - 1
Anviksha Poojari Lavya Shetty - 1]
Chetan Anwvay Vummettala Sanathan Suraj Thamankar - [11]
Swara 5. Marnad Padmaja Lakshmanan - Encouragement
Ayush Shetty - Encouragement
SUGAMA SANGEETA (JANAPADA) COMPETITION - 2024
Group | Group 11 Group Il Prize
Age 7 years to 10 years Age 10 years to 15 years Age 15 years to 20 years
Saanvi Satish Shetty Suvrath R.P Uday Kamble 1
Veeksha Shetty Lavya Shetty Sanjita Ishwar Gowda 1]
Swara 5. Marnad Suchit Shetty Chaitanya Manjunath Shetty 11l

Malavika Patil - m
SUGAMA SANGEETA (BHAVAGEETE) COMPETITION - 2024

Group | Group 1l Group 1l Prize
Age 7 years to 10 years Age 10 years to 15 years Age 15 years to 20 years
- Bhanavi Ashok Shetty - I
- Suvrath R.P - 1]
- Sanathan Suraj Thamankar - L1}
Ria Naik - Encouragement
- Krittika Patil - Enl::l::-uraEernent

‘Nesaru Tingalole’, September 2024
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|. WORD PUZZLES:
1. SAM AND SARAH SAW SEVEN SHARKS WHILE SWIMMING. NOW HOW MANY S’s ARE THERE IN THIS

SENTENCE?
THERE ARE 30 COWS AND 28 CHICKENS. HOW MANY DIDN'T?
A DOG HAS THREE PUPPIES. SUNDAY, MONDAY AND TUESDAY. WHAT IS THE MOTHERS NAME.
FORWARD | AM HEAVY. BACKWARDS | AM NOT. WHAT AM I.
“OFF” AND “ICE” RIDDLE. WHAT IS THE WORD?
WHAT COMES ONCE A YEAR, TWICE A MONTH, 4 TIMES A WEEK & 6 TIMES A DAY.
5 SITERS ARE BUSY. ANN IS READING. ROSE IS COOKING, LORRAINE IS PLAYING CHESS AND MARY
IS DOING LAUNDRY, WHAT IS FIFTH SISTER DOING?

Il. LOGICAL PUZZLES:
1. FILL IN THE BLANK 2. WHICH MATHS SYMBOLS WOULD MAKE THIS RIGHT ?

1+4=5

215:12 2222=9
J+6=21
5+8= 2

lll. THE NUMBERS / LETTERS / IMAGES / SHAPES AROUND WILL GIVE YOU THE CLUES YOU NEED TO SOLVE
THE PUZZLES.

A: B:
What is missing in the last grid? Which letter replace the question mark?
) OeOOC

4 1

)
)

)
YO
B
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A.Q,B.R,C.H,D.A

PUZZLES & TEASERS ANSWERS
1.WORD PUZZLES: 1. MUSHROOM, 2. CHARITY BALL & BOWLING BALLS, 3. 33 1/3, 4. E), 5. MOTHER.
2. REBUS PUZZLES: A. 1.Trip around the world or around the world trip, 2.Lemonade, 3.Long legs,
4.advice, 5.Spaceman, 6.Big bad wolf, 7.Many thanks or thanks a lot, 8.Download, 9.No idea,
10.Comfortable, 11.Forty years, 12.Excuse me
B. 1.Forehead, 2.Good looking, 3.Waterfall, 4. Wake up, 5.Tuna fish, 6.Foreign language,7, Seahorse,
8.Middle-aged, 9.Broken heart, 10.Seesaw,11.Miss you or missing you, 12.Teabag.
3. LOGICAL PUZZLES A).4, B).888+88+8+8+8, C).Eleven. Because Lisa lost three games to Susan, she
had lost $3 ($1 per game). So, she had to win back that $3 with three more games, then win another
five games to win $5, D). We know Ben isn’t telling the truth because if he was, there would be two \
knights; so Ben could be either the knave or the spy. Cody also can’t be the knight, because then his
statement would be a lie. So that must mean Alex is the knight. Ben, therefore, must be the spy, since
the spy sometimes tells the truth; leaving Cody as the knave.

Compiled by: Mr Ananth Banwasi
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Caste system among Non-Hindu Communities

Today there is a great Political debate in India for Caste Census among Hindus. This
raises a question as to, Is the caste exist only among Hindus? If they exist among other
communities also, shouldn’t the Caste Census include other Religions also?

Indian law does not provide benefits for Scheduled Caste Christians. Christians have been
advocating for the same rights given to Hindu, Buddhist and Sikh Scheduled
castes. Despite the activists' point that Christians are a casteless society, discrimination
does not go away easily and Dalits seek equal rights irrespective of the religion they
profess.

Christians: Some Christians also oppose the proposed labelling of "Christian Scheduled
castes" because they feel their identity may be assimilated. Pastor Salim Sharif of
the Church of North India notes "We are becoming another class and caste."

Many Catholics have spoken out against discrimination against them by members of the
Catholic Church. A Dalit activist with a nom-de-plume of Bama Faustina has written books
that are critical of the discrimination by the nuns and priests in Churches in South India
(CSI).- During 2003 ad limina visits of the bishops of India, Pope John Paul Il criticized the
caste discrimination in the Catholic Church in India when addressing bishops of the
ecclesiastical provinces of Madras-Mylapore, Madurai, and Pondichery-Cuddalore, the
three archbishops of Tamil Nadu. He went on to say: "It is the Church's obligation to work
unceasingly to change hearts, helping all people to see every human being as a child of
God, a brother or sister of Christ, and therefore a member of our own family".

Dalit Christians: Mass conversions of lower caste Hindus to Christianity and Islam took
place in order to escape the discrimination. The main Dalit groups that participated in these
conversions were the Chuhras of Punjab, Chamars of North India (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Madhya Pradesh), Vankars of Gujarat, Adi Dravida (Paraiyan, Pulaiyar, Valluvar,
Koliyar, Pallan) of Tamil Nadu and Pulayas of Kerala.l They believed that “Christianity is a
true religion; a desire for protection from oppressors and, if possible, material aid; the
desire for education for their children; and the knowledge that those who have become
Christians had improved. Christianity was thought to be egalitarian and could provide
mobility away from the caste. Even after conversion, in some cases, Dalits were
discriminated against due to the “residual leftover” practice of caste discrimination from
their previous traditions. This is attributed to the predominant Hindu society they lived in.
Sometimes the only change seen was their personal religious identity. In many cases they
were still referred to by their Hindu caste names. Examples include Pulayans in Kerala,
Adi Dravida Paraiyan in Tamil Nadu and Madigas in Andhra Pradesh, who are
discriminated by members of all religious backgrounds.

The first people converted by Jesuits of the Madura Mission to Christianity were members
of Nadars, Maravars and Pallar. Caste based occupations held by Dalits also show a
clear segregation which perpetuated even after becoming Christian. Occupational
patterns (including manual scavenging) that are prevalent among Dalit Christians in north-
west India are said to be quite similar to that of Dalit Hindus. Occupational discrimination
for Dalit Christians goes so far as to restrict not only employment but in some cases for
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clean sanitation and water. Inter-caste marriage among Christians is also not commonly
practiced. For example, Syrian Christians in Kerala do not marry Dalit Christians. Even
intermarriage between Bamons and Shudras in Goa is quite uncommon. Sometimes
marriage to a higher-class Hindu is preferred to marriage to a Dalit Christian.
Discrimination against Dalit Christians also remained in interactions and mannerisms
between castes. For example, during the earlier days the 'lower caste Christians' had to
close their mouth when talking to a Syrian Christian. Even after conversion segregation,
restriction, hierarchy and graded ritual purity remained to some extent. Data shows that
there is more discrimination and less class mobility among the people living in the rural
areas, where the incidence of caste discrimination is higher among people from all
religious backgrounds.

In many cases, the churches referred to the Dalits as 'New Christians'. It is alleged to be
a derogatory term which classifies the Dalit Christians to be looked down upon by other
Christians. During the earlier days of Christianity, in some churches in south India the
Dalits had either separate seating or had to attend the mass from outside. Dalit Christians
are also said to be grossly underrepresented amongst the clergy in some places.

MUSLIMS: Muslim communities has a system of social stratification arising from
concepts other than "pure" and "impure", which are integral to the caste system in India. It
developed as a result of relations among foreign conquerors, local upper-caste
Hindus convert to Islam (ashraf, also known as tabqa-i ashrafiyya) and local lower-caste
converts (ajlaf), as well as the continuation of the Indian caste system by converts. Non-
ashrafs are backward-caste converts.

The concept of "pasmanda” includes ajlaf and arzal Muslims; ajlaf status is defined by
descent from converts to Islam and by pesha (profession).These terms are not part of the
sociological vocabulary in regions such as Kashmir and Uttar Pradesh,and say little about
the functioning of Muslim society.

The Biradari system is social stratification in Pakistan and, to an extent, India.l The South
Asian Muslim caste system includes hierarchical classifications of khandan (dynasty,
family, or lineage).

Although Islam requires and does recognize castes (only socio-economic
classes), existing divisions in Persia were adopted by local Muslim societies. Evidence of
social stratification exists in later Persian works such as Nizam al-Mulk's 11th-
century Siyasatnama, Nasir al-Din al-Tusi's 13th-century Akhlag-lI Nasiri, and the 17th-
century Jam-i-Mufidli.

After Muhammad's death in the seventh century CE, tribes and families fought a war of
succession. After this, a determinant for social stratification in Arab society included being
part of Muhammad's close family (ahl al-bayt). This factor was present in ancient among
Muslims since the eighth century.

This led to a further hierarchical determinant: Arabs versus non-Arabs. Among non-Arabs,
further divisions were made between Muslims who were converted in early Islamization
campaigns (khadim-al islam) and those who converted more recently (jadid-al islam).-
Muslims are divided by classifications that have resulted in Arab-origin higher castes (unch
zat) and descendants of lower-caste converts (nich zat). Mugahal Empire sultans were
high-caste.
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The Muslims already had caste system wherein Ajlafs were treated like outcast and could
not enter mosques. The foreigners claimed superior status, since they were associated
with the conquerors and considered themselves as sharif ("noble"). Indian Muslim society
also split in accordance with the Hindu caste system. According to M.N.Srinivas (1986)
and R. K. Bhattacharya, Muslims brought their caste system to the Indian region's Muslim
society. Louis Dumont, however, believed that the Islamic conquerors brought their caste
system "as a compromise which they had to make in a predominantly Hindu environment."

Ziauddin Baranai, a 14th-century Indian political thinker in the Delhi Sultanate, suggested
that the "sons of Mohamed" receive a higher social status than the low-born. His most
significant contribution to the fatwa was his analysis of castes and Islam. Barani said that
castes would be mandated through state laws (zawabi), which would take precedence
over sharia in a conflict. According to Barani, every act "contaminated with meanness and
based on ignominy, comes elegantly [from the Ajlaf]". He developed an elaborate system
of promotion and demotion of imperial officers (wazirs), primarily based on caste. Barani's
opinions were not followed by his own sultanate. He accused the Tughlag Sultans of
appointing "low-born" people to high office; they included Sultan Muhammad Shah and
Sultan Firuz Shah, Barani's patron in Delhi, who appointed a former slave captured from
Telangana and converted as his grand vizier.

Muslims from the julaha (weaver) caste began to identify as "Ansaris", butchers as
"Quereshis", and the sanitation and bhishti castes as "Sheikh". The Muslim concept of
hereditary kafa’ah, which theulama use to support endogamy, justifies South Asian
Muslim caste practices.

Ashrafization (or sharifization) includes adopting upper-caste Muslim practices to climb
the social ladder. The Sayyid dynasty of Khizr Khan of the Delhi Sultanate was founded
by a Punjab Muslim.

The Sayyid brothers who were king-makers in the Mughal Empire, originated from a
marginal Indian peasant community in Muzaffarnagar who claimed Sayyid ancestry.
Mughal emperor Jahangir wrote, "Some people make remarks about their lineage, but
their bravery is a convincing proof of their being Sayyids".! This indicated that the brothers
had assumed Sayyid identity due to military service rather than descent.:

Another type of ashrafization is the establishment of caste associations to promote a
community's interests and provide social support. These anjuman (‘forum', 'society') is
commonly termed jama'at (‘'congregation’, 'group’, 'community'), replacing the use
of zat ('birth or origin group'). The Khoja caste, Ismaili Shias primarily in Karachi and
Sindh, are an example. Other significant Muslim caste associations are those of the
Memons and the Bohras in Sindh and Guijrat.

Definitions of caste vary, and opinions differ on whether the term can be used to
denote social stratification in non-Hindu communities. Ghaus Ansari uses the term "caste”
to describe Muslim social groups with the following characteristics: endogamy within the
group; hierarchical gradation of groups; determination of group membership by birth; and,
in some cases, association by occupation with a social group. Western Indologists began
to catalogue Muslim castes during the 19th century in.
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GANESHA- Why Indians worship Him

Humans are very much attached to the Land they live in. It is the climate and therefore, the vegetation,
which influence their belief and conduct. Desert Lands, set different mindset. Mountainous Lands set
different Mindset. And Fertile lands generate a totally different mindset.

The lands around us, be it Iran, Afghanistan, Arabia, Turky, Azerbaijan,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Siberia, Mongolia, western China, Tibet are all
Desert lands. It is true they were once very fertile, before the Himalayan wall
rose up. In these Desert Lands, they have to look up to the sky, expecting
some rain as water was scarce even for drinking. Why did the Men in these
Desert lands needed to circumcise themselves? It is because, they did not
have water even to drink, let alone taking a bath to clen themselves. Thus
arose the Story of Abraham and the commandment of GOD.

But in fertile lands, like Japan, Thailand, Indonesia, Mayan Mexico, there

were abundant Gods, each bestowing a different power to their devotees.

India is similar, as the Himalayan wall became a boon in showering plenty of

rain and thereby rapidly flowing rivers. But how did the Himalayan wal arise?
This is so because of the continental split and drift. In Africa which was the main Land continent which
stated splitting due to inner pressure of hot Lava, the animals and vegetation thereat also moved over
the split lands, One of the Main Animal was the Elephant which has a large brain and has the instinct
and knowledge to live in a family group therefore when the Indian split from the African continent,
Elephant herds moved on the split land and made the split land as their home. Thus, the Elephantis one
f the earliest known Species in India, apart from cattle which also live in herds

When people moved from Desert lands to this fertile land in search of water and vegetation, they saw
this huge animal in enormous herds roaming the land. It was an unusual animal, which did not consider
anything as an obstacle. It brushed aside the trees, moved rocks. It had long tusk which acted as a hand.
The strength of the animal was unseen. abut the animal did not harm the humans as the Tigers and
Lions. It was purely a vegetarian anima. The immigrants started to grow vegetation to sustain
themselves as water was plenty. But the Elephant when it saw lush green fields waded into it and
started grazing the land, which actually was a loss to the humans. So, they started praying to this animal.
They would themselves offer some grown vegetation so that it could quench its thirst and hunger and
move on. This arose just after the rainy season began and vegetation was growing. GANA in their
language meant HERD. Thus, GANESHA became the Lord of Herds and Remover of all obstacles. Itis
therefore in the month of Bhadrapada, after Shravan, Ganesh Festival is celebrated. Because the
animal was friendly it could be used for various tsks which helped the humans, from drawing huge
Lumber and rocks from the fields, so that more land was liberated for Agriculture. Because the Animal
was hairless and thick sinned, small flies always tortured it. So, the Elephant had a habit of rolling itself
in muddy water or throwing mud on itself. It loves the earth so much; the humans thought it was born
to the Earth and hence Parvati.

GANESHA is the Native of this Land and the very first inhabitant. We worship him as our Elder, and
venerate his wisdom. Humans learnt great deal from the elephant. How to live in a family, which builds
protection and strength to the community. And more than all, it is not necessary to kill other animals
and eat them to survive as the Desert Humans did. A great strength could be built by eating only
vegetation. Over the years a great deal of stories was concocted for worshipping him. He is worshipped
first before invoking other Gods. Because He is the first resident of this Land and son of this Earth.
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FORTHCOMING PROGRAMMES

SHREE SWARNA GOWRI &
SHREE MAHAGANPATHI POOJA FESTIVAL - 2024

Shree Swarna Gowri Pratishtapana and Pooja>
Pooja & Mangalarathi

Shree Mahaganapathi Pratishtapana & Pooja
Pooja & Mangalarathi

Pooje and Mangalarathi

Arashina Kumkum

Maha Mangalarathi & Visarjana Pooje
Shree Swarna Gowri and

Ganapthi Visarjan immersion

& Prasada Viniyoga.
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