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Obituary

We regret to inform you that Smt. Neela Suresh Khasnis wife of our respected
member Mr. Suresh Khasnis passed away peacefully on 22" September 2024.

The Mysore Assocaiton extends heartfelt condolence to Mr. Khasnis and his
family during this difficult time.

m:‘ May the departed Soul Rest in Peace.
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Golden thrones & grand processions — The Mysore Dasara Experience
Shabari Shankar

Mysore was always a mystery to me. Sure, my dad insists he whisked me away to its
grand palaces when | was but a mere infant of six months. Dad always loved to remind
me, “You’ve seen Mysore palace before!” But let’s be real, at that age, | was more
interested in my toes than architectural wonders. Living in Bangalore, it’s almost
embarrassing to admit that Mysore, just a stone’s throw away, remained an unchecked
box on my adult travel list.

Then came Dussehra. It was my first time away from home during this beloved festival.
As a travel writer, I’ve been fortunate to experience Dussehra festivities from the
northern plains to the southern coasts of India. Everywhere, the triumph of good over evil
is celebrated with fervor, rituals, and of course, delectable food. It’s my absolute
favourite festival. This year, however, | was tethered to Bangalore due to work. But when
Dussehra dawned, an idea sparked: Why not visit Mysore? I’d always heard tales of its
legendary celebrations.

In Mysore, or as locals fondly call it, Dasara, is not just another festival. While the rest of
India revels in the nine nights of Navratri, Mysore transforms into a 10-day spectacle,
climaxing on Vijayadashmi or Dasara. In the spirit of being adventurous, | booked a
Savaarifrom Bangalore to Mysore stepped out and decided to explore the city like alocal.
From its rich history and enduring legacy to the event itinerary, here’s a recount of my
journey through this magnificent Mysore Dussehra celebration, along with essential
insights for the curious traveller.

Tracing the evolution of Mysore’s Dasara celebration: Upon setting foot in Mysore, | was
immediately captivated by its festive magnificence. The Mysore Dasara celebrations
have a rich history spanning over 500 years, even though its present-day manifestation
has transformed considerably from its inception. My chauffeur, Ganesh, shared stories
that encapsulated the essence of Mysore Dasara’s history, as the locals buzzed with
excitement for the upcoming celebrations. In a city that radiates opulence, here’s a
glimpse into its storied past.

Legends and myths behind Mysore’s Dasara: Dussehra, celebrated as Vijayadashami in
Mysore, is deeply rooted in the city’s mythology. The festival commemorates the victory
of Goddess Chamundeshwari over the demon Mahishasura. This event is so integral to
the city’s identity that its very name, Mysore, is derived from “Mahishasura.” The tale
symbolizes the triumph of good over evil, and celebrations in Mysore during Dussehra
are a testament to this age-old narrative.

Celebrations in the time of Vijayanagaraa: The Mysore Dasara festival, while spiritual in
its inception, began to take on a more cultural and artistic dimension during the
Vijayanagara era. From 1136 to 1565 AD, the Vijayanagara kings, recognizing the
importance of art and culture, provided royal patronage to the festival. This support
transformed Dasara from a purely religious event to a grand celebration of the kingdom’s
art, culture, and heritage.

The Wadiyar’s era: The Wadiyars of Mysore, once subjects of the Vijayanagara Empire,
declared their independence in the late 16th century. Despite this political shift, they
continued to honour the Dasara traditions, even elevating their royal significance. The
first grand celebration under their rule was in 1610 in Srirangapatna. Their commitment
to the festival was so profound that it persisted even during the reigns of rulers like Hyder
Ali, who was not originally from the Wadiyar lineage.
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|. WORD PUZZLES:
USING THE FOUR LETTERS BELOW ONLY, CREATE A SEVEN LETTER WORD. (UMNI)
A RICH MAN NEEDS SEVEN LETTER WORD WHICH IS WITH THE POOR?
WHAT BET CAN NEVER BE WON?
COMPLETE THE FIVE WORDS BELOW IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE TWO LETTERS THAT END THE FIRST
WORD ALSO START THE SECOND WORD, AND THE TWO LETTERS THAT END THE SECOND WORD ALS
START THE THIRD WORD ETC. THE SAME TWO LETTERS THAT END THE FIFTH WORD ALSO START TH
FIRST WORD, TO COMPLETE THE CYCLE
(** lv **, *k OT *’l" *k IC *‘A‘, *k NG **, *% RA **)
IN THE BELOW PUZZLE, THERE ARE 2 DOUBLE BLANKS. FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE SAME PAIR
OF LETTERS TO COMPLETE AN ENGLISH WORD. FOR EXAMPLE, USE THE LETTER-PAIR AC IN
B__KP___KTO MAKE THE WORD BACKPACK

S DE

Il. LOGICAL PUZZLES:

A) B)

What comes next in the above sequence? Which is the odd one out?

< ko
- I =

I1l. WHAT DOES THE PUZZLES SAY:

1) 1)

he
me Now re

PUZZLES & TEASERS ANSWERS
|.LWORD PUZZLES: 1. ONE, 2. 10, 3. WHAT, 4. NOT, 5. OFFICE, 6. ODD NUMBERS (ONE YEAR, 1ST & 3RD
WEEK,1,3,56 &7 DAY, 1.3.5.7.9.11 HOURS.), 7. PLAYING CHESS WITH LORRAINE.
Il. LOGICAL PUZZLES: 1).45,2).22 /2=11-2=9

lll. A). D - Explanation : The number of black dots in each grid increases by 1 each time, starting with the top left
grid and working to the right, top row then bottom row.

B). Q - Explanation : Adding the three numbers in each square together gives the numerical value of the letter
at the centre of each square.

Compiled by: Mr Ananth Banwasi
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Dasara Doll Festival — Significance and History

Navaratri is a major festival of the Hindus that is celebrated in various styles all over the country every
year. Different states of the country have different names and customs for celebrating this festival. In
the southern part of India, the festival of Navaratri is celebrated with a very interesting and unique
tradition called Bombe Habba or Golu or Kolu (Kannada) or Bommala Koluvu (Telugu) or Bommai Kolu
(Tamil) or simply Dasara dolls. This tradition involves a toy festival that is celebrated by families across
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.

Dasara, the day when Goddess Durga won the battle against the demons or asuras after fighting for
9 days. In Karnataka the festival is also known as Dasara Doll Festival.

The Dasara Doll Festival of Karnataka: The Dasara doll festival is celebrated in Karnataka through an
exhibition of various dolls and figurines arranged as per custom. The dolls are arranged and exhibited
on a stepped platform having an odd number of steps or tiers (usually 7, 9 or 11) and usually covered
with a white or light color cloth. Many households use nine steps for the exhibition of dolls to signify
the nine nights of Navaratri. The dolls are ritually worshipped during the celebrations.

The main dolls of the festival are a pair depicting a husband and a wife. They are referred to as Pattada

Gombe or Pattath bommaikal. This set of main dolls is handed over to a daughter by her parents

during her marriage ceremony. They are presented to the new bride to start her own family and
b EEET j g continue with the tradition of the festival.

The Pattada Gombe pair is a set of
traditional dolls made from wood. These
dolls are dressed colorfully using papers or
silk textiles. This main pair of dolls is always
dressed in the traditional style. Tradition
demands that the first step of the platform
be usually reserved for miniature idols or
dolls depicting gods and goddesses.
Generally, the idols of Rama, Lakshmana,
Seeta, Krishna, Radha, Shiva, Vishnu, Durga,
: N ; Lakshmi, Saraswati, etc. are used in this
el S RED 8 festival. It is also customary to have a few

wooden dolls in the collection.

Dasara Doll Steps -The Arrangement of Dolls on the Tiers: Every home selects an auspicious time to
begin the doll festival. The dolls are arranged as per a specific order on the tiers or steps. The hierarchy
starts from the Gods being placed at the top tiers and ends with mortals of earth placed at the lower
tiers of the platform.

Steps 1 to 3: The first three steps are dedicated to figurines or idols of Gods and Goddesses. Different
idols of various gods and goddesses are placed on these steps.

Steps 4 to 6: The next three steps are used to arrange dolls depicting demi-gods, great saints or kings
and queens. Due importance is given to the Mysore kings during this festival and their miniature forms
are generally seen placed on these steps.




Step 7: This step is devoted to showcasing of Hindu festivals, celebrations and occasions.

Step 8: This step is decorated with scenes from everyday life, such as a park, a shop, a vegetable vendor,
etc.

Step 9: The last step usually depicts the
evolution of mankind or living things.

There is no hard and fast rule to arrange the
dolls. Every household generally increases or
decreases the number of stairs according to
the rows or tiers needed for displaying the
various dolls available to them.

s The History Associated with the Doll Festival:
Legend has it that Goddess Durga waged war
against the demon Mahishasura. In order to
help her all the Gods and Goddesses gave her
- all their powers. As the Gods and Goddesses

_‘ became powerless, they stood as statues.
T Durga triumphed over Mahishasura on the
10th day of the war, which is celebrated as Dashara. To pay respect to the self-sacrifice of those dieties
the doll festival is observed by worshipping the Gods and Goddesses in the form of dolls. This custom is
believed to be prevalent since the existence of the Vijayanagar kingdom.

Customs Followed in the Doll Festival: Most households follow a theme for the arrangement of dolls. Some
households follow a simple and traditional theme while some follow elaborate and extravagant ways of
presenting their dolls. People use their creativity to showcase their collection in a unique and attractive
manner. Some people depict stories from Ramayana and Mahabharata on the rows of the platform. These
days, people also exhibit the dolls with modern themes like saving environment or reducing pollution, etc.
Every year people add a new set of dolls to e A
their collection. As such, the collection ;
increases every yearin each household. The
dolls are passed on from one generation to
the next. As such, some families have dolls
that are more than 100 years old.

During the 10 days period people invite and
visit friends and family and enjoy the unique
exhibition of dolls in each family. Everyday
an offering is presented to the dolls which are
distributed among the family members,
neighbors and guests as Prasad.

Significance of the Doll Festival celebration:

Karnataka follows the doll festival in a way to be rooted to the traditions and introduce the new generation
to the rich culture and mythology of the land. It is also a way to seek divine blessings and entertain the
children during the Dasara festival.

The craft of traditional doll making is on diminishing by the day. Mysore becomes a land of dolls during
the Dasara festival. The festival encourages keeping the craft of wooden and clay doll-making alive and
allows the grown-ups to become children for a few days each year.

e Nesaru Tingalole’, October 2021
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