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In a lighter vein

Mumbaikar and the monsoon

We, that is myself and my wife Bharathi, travelled from Bangalore to Mumbai by train during July
2005. We were stranded in the train for more than 48 hours between Mumbai and Pune near a station
called Vangini, as Mumbai was flooded due to heavy rains. We braved all the ordeals and reached
Mumbai. Mumbaikar’s life which was thrown out of gear was slowly catching up and a variety of
blame game was going on. This write up was inspired by the happenings then. May be for those who
were in Mumbai during that time, this will bring back old memories!

Normally, by end September the monsoon vanishes and Mumbai looks bright and sunny. However, this
September (2005), it is different. The skies are often dark as though some one has poured ink on it. In fact,
it continues to pour as though we are in the peak of monsoon. Some learned people say that there is a shift
in the seasons and this is a global phenomenon, the result of global warming etc., etc.

But to the Mumbaikar these theories are meaningless. He has borne the brunt of 26/7 and knows what the
nature’s fury could be (or, would it be more appropriate to say, “what callous administration could be?”).
From all the quarters there is unstinted admiration for the resilience shown by the Mumbaikars in the face
of such human suffering and disaster. Everyone is full of praise for the pragmatic sense with which
Mumbaikar has been able to carry on with life. In the scenario of changing seasons and monsoon becoming
oppressive, I was just thinking how our pragmatic Mumbaikars might respond? Well, we might read
something like this in our newspapers in the days to come:

e BEST introduces boat services in low laying areas of Mumbai
e Not to be outdone, Mumbai police have introduced a squad of Marine Cops

e Both central and Western Railways have decided to install permanent pumping system wherever their
tracks are getting submerged. A reliable source in the Railways has confided with us, on the condition of
anonymity, that tender papers for the supply of test pumps are in the final stage of approval. M/s
Cruickshank and Waterbrooks — a firm of leading British consultants have been retained by the Railways
in this regard.

To ensure that readers do not get soggy copies, Mumbai News’ has planned to treat their newspaper with
a water repellent chemical. They are in the final stages of their study on the safety of this chemical on
human beings.

In view of the rampant blaming game that is going on, leading newspapers of the city have started a
separate blame column for different authorities like Municipal Commissioner, Chief Minister, Heads of
various Boards / Govt. Undertakings, etc. Authorities are very happy with this development, tough some
of the NGO'’s are upset. They have protested that this is discriminatory and their blames too should be
given due space.

Prince of Wales Museum has opened a new section devoted to plastic bags. It displays various kinds of
plastic bags, giving their description and thickness in microns. There is a graphic depiction of the role
played by these bags in the flooding of Mumbai on 26/7, which lead to the extinction of plastic carry bags.
Feverish research work is currently on at leading institutions like BARC, TIFR and IIT, etc. to develop a
carry bag that is not of plastic but is as water-proof and as cost eftective as plastic. The Chiet Minister of
Maharashtra, while inaugurating this research project assured the institutions of all possible help from
the govt. He urged the scientists not to view this project as merely finding a substitute for plastic bag,
but as a noble task of liberating Mumbai from the clutches of flooding and waterlogging in the years
ahead.

A senior scientist, who did not wish to be quoted, indicated that the CM’s words had the desired motivational
impact on his fraternity.

e A controversy has been generated in the press over the writings of'a gentleman under the Letters to the
Editor columns, claiming that nothing has been done to clean the drains and improve the drainage
systems. In the absence of these basic things, he claims that no improvements can take place. Civil
Authorities have ignored this letter as the rantings of a cynic. Infuriated by this, many NGOs are thinking
of suing Civil Authorities through a PIL.

Well! so much for nostalgia. . .
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Galwan Valley: Image appears to show nail-studded rods
used in India-China brawl

An image has emerged showing a crude weapon purportedly used by Chinese
forces in the fatal brawl along China's disputed border with India.

The fight in the Galwan Valley left at least 20 Indian soldiers dead and raised tensions
between the two powers. China did not acknowledge any casualties among its forces.
Both sides accused the other of an incursion. The border between the two nations in the
region is poorly demarcated and can shift with topographical changes.

The image that emerged showed crude weapons that appeared to be made from iron
rods studded with nails. It was passed to the BBC by a senior Indian military official on
the India-China border, who said the weapons had been used by the Chinese.
Defence analyst Ajai Shukla, who first tweeted the image, described the use of such
weapons as "barbarism". The absence of firearms in the clash dates back to a 1996
agreement between the two sides that guns and explosives be prohibited along the
disputed stretch of the border, to deter escalation.
The image was widely shared on Twitter in India, prompting outrage from many social
media users. Neither Chinese or Indian officials commented on it.
Media reports said troops clashed on ridges at a height of nearly 4,300m (14,000 ft) in
steep terrain, with some soldiers falling into the fast-flowing Galwan river in sub-zero
temperatures.
First deaths in four decades: The two sides have brawled along the disputed border in
recent weeks, but clash was the first to lead to fatalities in at least 45 years. Unconfirmed
reports in Indian media said at least 40 Chinese soldiers died, but China is yet to issue
any information about casualties.
Indian officials said all of their soldiers involved in the clash have been accounted for,
following reports some were missing.
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said India had crossed the border twice,
"provoking and attacking Chinese personnel, resulting in serious physical confrontation
between border forces on the two sides”, the AFP news agency reported.
" - B China on Wednesday claimed,
:; "sovereignty over the Galwan Valley
region” - a claim rebutted by India as
"exaggerated and untenable".
Members of the public in both
nations have since staged protests
over the clashes in the disputed
Himalayan border area, while
officials have spoken cautiously and
@ moved towards a diplomatic
i resolution.
Indian foreign ministry

. " - .... E "‘ a —S&i— : s N i V k A S . t
Indian army trucks move along a highway leading to Ladakh SporResperson Anurag orivastava
said the foreign ministers of both
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countries had a phone conversation on the developments and "agreed that the overall
situation should be handled in a responsible manner".
"Making exaggerated and untenable claims is contrary to this understanding," Mr.
Srivastava was quoted as saying by Press Trust of India news agency.
An Indian government statement
after Subrahmanyam Jaishankar's
conversation with China's Wang
PAKISTANI ] Yi said Chinese forces tried to

ADMINISTERED . Siach .
KASHMIR - Cticsat erect a structure on the Indian

Line of 1 afﬁ?jﬁ%;) : side of the de facto border, the
] W" Line of Actual Control (LAC).
R kY The statement accused the
Sty ' Chinese of a "premeditated and
INDIAN-ADMINISTERED _ _
KASHMIR planned action that was directly
iR a, LADARHS Oy responsible for the resulting
PAKISTAN NDIA : ‘ violence and casualties” and
urged China to "take corrective
steps".
Meanwhile, a Chinese statement quoted Mr. Wang as saying: "China again expresses
strong protest to India and demands the Indian side launches a thorough investigation...
and stop all provocative actions to ensure the same things do not happen again."
Why were there no guns?
The Galwan river valley in Ladakh, with its harsh climate and high-altitude terrain, is
close to Aksai Chin, a disputed area claimed by India but controlled by China.
This is not the first time the two nuclear-armed neighbours have fought without
conventional firearms on the border. India and China have a history of face-offs and
overlapping territorial claims along the more than 3,440km (2,100 mile), poorly drawn
LAC separating the two sides.
The last firing on the border happened in 1975 when four Indian soldiers were Kkilled in
a remote pass in the north-eastern state of Arunachal Pradesh. The clash was variously
described by former diplomats as an ambush and an accident. But no bullets have been
fired since.
At the root of this is a 1996 bilateral agreement that says "neither side shall open fire...
conduct blast operations or hunt with guns or explosives within two kilometres of the
Line of Actual Control".
But there have been other tense confrontations along the border in recent weeks. In May
Indian and Chinese soldiers exchanged physical blows on the border at Pangong Lake,
also in Ladakh, and in the north-eastern Indian state of Sikkim hundreds of miles to the
east.
India has accused China of sending thousands of troops into Ladakh's Galwan Valley and
says China occupies 38,000 sq km (14,700 sq miles) of its territory. Several rounds of
talks in the last three decades have failed to resolve the boundary disputes.
Courtesy: BBC News
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Is China foolish for making India an enemy?

Baba Vickram Aditya Bedi

Great grandson of Baba Sahib Singh Bedi of Una, a lineal descendant of Guru Nanak.

Henry Kissinger and and Chairman Mao. The opening of China in 1970, by President Nixon and
Henry Kissinger, was viewed as a great Geopolitical Step. The ensuing investment and
favorable trade treatment with China by the U.S. would ensure the survival of the Chinese
Communist Party and bring success to China. Until this point, over 60 Million Chinese had
perished between the Great Step Forward and the Cultural Revolution. In fact, Chinese people
had endured famines, whereas no such events happened in India since regaining
independence.

China’s modus operandi after the Communist Revolution has not been about creating a
sustainable diplomatic environment nor growth by cooperation, but rather about pushing
forward by force what the Communist Party of China dictates. India was viewed as an
ideological enemy, as the great value of the historical relationship of India and China was turned
upside down ideologically by the Communist Revolution in China. What once has been a
relationship based on intellectual interchange and a legacy of peaceful coexistence, changed
to one where the very notion of India became one of backwardness, superstition, and above all
a conflict of systems, as India followed a Democratic path forward and had the potential to align
itself with Democracies across the world, whereas China in 1949, could not even get nations to
recognize it's Communist Revolution. Part of the problem which resulted was because India’s
first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru was all to too willing to accept and recognize the
Communist Revolutionaries in China, and he recognized China’s seizure of Tibet as legitimate.

Prime Minister Nehru had been warned by top Indian Freedom Fighters, and notably Sardar
Patel to not be so trusting of a Revolution he really understood little about on a practical level.
Sardar Patel explicitly believed that once the Chinese Communist Party was done consolidating
power it would invade Tibet and become a hostile neighbor to India, this situation would be an
unprecedented situation for India to handle. However, Prime Minister Nehru carried on with his
idea of creating an Asian Century and regarded China as the key partner in this quest. He would
use the term “Panchsheel” as the abiding principles for this relationship. In essence he was
using terminology from the Age of India’s first Golden Age and unification under Emperor
Ashoka in 260 B.C. The “Panchsheel”, or five principles, centered around a belief in Enlightened
Coexistence between people and nations. The principles were about creating an environment
where the oppressed could rise, and the privileged would bend, as society as a whole on a
global level could no longer endure wars and the creation of a vast majority of people who lived
a life of disadvantage from birth.

The idea had its basis deeply rooted in the past of India, and the spreading of India’s Buddhist
Reforms to China. Yet by this very virtue there was resentment in Mao’s Cadre, for they believed
this was an expression of India’s lofty image of itself. On top of this, the very premise that India
now followed, was not compatible with China. India was and remains a nation of religious and
secular traditions running side by side with the modern age. A free press was found, and its
very nature has never been controlled by the government. This contrast was great to China at
the time, which was embarking on massive reforms which were carried out by draconian
measures.

There were other issues as well, and much of this had to do with P.M. Nehru and the group
which was running the government in the early days of Indian Independence. Unlike China,
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mostly all the members of Nehru’s cabinet had done their higher studies in England. Most came
from relatively privileged backgrounds. Mahatma Gandhi who many people are not aware of,

had been from an educated family and his later adoption of the garb of absolute simplicity had
been a statement about the conditions of India, rather than about his upbringing. This group
was viewed as being part of the class that the Communists sought to eliminate, and here instead
P.M. Nehru wanted to partner with this group. The mix never had even the most remote chance
of success. For when the one side so resents the other, it is only a matter of time before
circumstances arise where suspicions no matter how false, become reality for one party.

Chairman Mao was a man, who believed that violence was a means to political power. Prime
Minister Nehru believed that violence was the last resort of accomplishing goals. Yet, from what
| heard over the years, Chinese diplomats would point out that he would use military force in
1961, to regain control of Goa. This would be contrasted by them and they would state they did
not use force to regain Hong Kong, and here there is a contrast. Hong Kong was willingly
handed back to China; Goa was not going to be given back by Portugal. After nearly 12 years
of diplomacy failed to bring the territory back into the Pan-Indian World. The truth was that,
Indian Citizens had been mowed down with machine guns in 1956 as they held hands of those
in Goa who wanted Union with India after more than 400 years under foreign rule. Goa had
historically always been part of India and this desire to join India was not being formented by
India. There was no way to justify the violence being directed at Indian Citizens who would
gather on the other side of the Border and raise the Indian Flag, and protest peacefully. For
them to be shot at was a violation of International Norms.

Sometime in the late 1950s, China began to question the border with India, and even though it
had taken control of Tibet by absolute force, used torture, and violence on a Tibet which did not
want to be part of a Communist State. Tiber would see its spiritual and political leader the Dalai
Lama flee to India after it was revealed to him, that a party the Communist State was holding
for him, was actually a plot on his life. Millions of Tibetan refugees would end up crossing the
border into India. Once more India did not plan this, nor did India support the movement of
millions of people. This was a tremendous burden to India at the time, as it had not regained
the ability to call itself a food sufficient nation yet. The Communist leadership once again
perceived India’s intentions incorrectly and believed that India was mulling a plan with Western
Powers to liberate Tibet. The acceptance of the Dalai Lama was seen as the beginning of this
effort. It may well have been in India’s interests at this time to put together such a plan if it had
been possible, but P.M. Nehru was not a person who would ever authorize such an action.

The end result would be a border war, and the loss of Indian territory in 1962. P.M. Nehru never
authorized the use of the Indian Air Force which had modern fighter jets and bombers. It was
an area where India was far ahead of the P.L.A. Instead India was left with a defeat which in
reality could have been turned around by employing the Airforce and dragging out the Chinese
supply chains. P.M. Nehru would pass away two years later, his dream had been shattered and
he could not face the Indian Public the same way he did before this. In reality he remained as
popular as ever, and a majority of Indians still stood with Nehru “Cha Cha”, Or Uncle Nehru as
he was known. Betrayal by a friend is never considered the fault of the betrayed in India, in fact
it is a cause which brings the best out in most Indians even today.

Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi would change India’s fortunes because she did what her
father had not. She had lived a life where her mother passed away and left her at an early age
without a mother, she was educated in Europe and India as the sun was setting on the British
Empire. Her father, Prime Minister Nehru, was in colonial prison for much of the time, and he
wrote her letters so regularly that she always felt the presence of her father. When he became
the first Prime Minister of India, she would always be by his side. Her experience was of a kind
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you cannot learn any other way, but simply to have been in those time and places. Her pragmatism
could be summed up in one incident | know of, and it was a chance meeting of

Indira Gandhi and Winston Churchill at an event in London. As they waited for their cars to arrive,
they spoke, Winston Churchill, addressed her and soon asked if she hated him for the way things
had been in the past. She replied that she did not, and that she well understood what the conditions
and his probable mindset was at that time. The moment was over, and he was surprised. To me,
this incident speaks of her realism at it’s finest, and that two foes could see each other as people
and nothing less.

In 1967, China would again test India, but India was prepared this time. The brief border conflict
was a victory for India. In 1971, India would end the Pakistan Army’s genocide of the Hindu minority
in East Pakistan. Pakistan would lose control of East Pakistan and a new nation known as
Bangladesh would be created. As India became a food sufficient nation again in the 1970s, it
benefited from a treaty of Friendship and Cooperation with the Soviet Union. Remarkable
accomplishments occurred, as India became an Atomic Power in 1974, and one of the the first
developing nations to embark on a Space Program, and joint operations the Soviet Union. The day
Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi was struck down by over 40 Bullets on October 31, 1984, India
had had become one of top ten economies in the world, and it had dedicated itself to not missing
the computer age which was around the corner. A nation which could not produce an engine in
1947, had become a producer of Automobiles, Medicines and Space technology. Newly built
Schools, Colleges and Hospitals dotted the nation. India’s economy was the same size as that of
China.

China has tested India in the border regions when it feels it has an advantage, but never when the
symmetry has been equal. We can create great diplomatic ensembles, but China’s actions are not
so complex that they cannot be understood. India today appears to have dropped below parity with
China militarily. This conclusion though appearing to be correct, is materially wrong when applied
to the High-Altitude theatre of India’s border regions. No amount of potential firepower will translate
into absolute advantage in this environment. Most of the trails can only be maned single or double
file. Thus, the actual combat area or potential battlefield is restricted. Instead warfare here is about
finding weakness and possible movement routes. It a game of surprise more than firepower. At the
end of the day, victory or loss, is only about how long the opponent is willing to fight in this
inhospitable environment.

China has in the short run and perhaps long run lost India as economic partner because of the 2020
incidents. This is a definite situation going forward. It may even lose India, as having any true
diplomatic relationship with China. And, China has lost the ability to be the leader of Asia. A period
of and age of treaties will come about. China which feared being contained is making sure that it
happens. It is creating a group of nations which simply will not engage in its version of diplomacy.
In fact, even if Russia would side with China, it is not a complete alliance unless India joins it. This
has been seen with China’s One Belt One Road, the project will never live up to its potential without
India. Unfortunately, China has chosen wrongly over and over. It has been said that a Lion who
becomes too convinced of his own superiority, ends up eating its own cubs. This is such a situation
for China.
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& Pragnya Kashyap 2
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Digital Media had started a new journey, When Jio had launched its 4G and Low-cost data plans in
September 2016. Since March 24, 2020 all the businesses have seen a huge hit but the digital media
has taken a new turn all together. We could in fact call this the new born, “Golden Era” for Digital
Media industries.

The was Media & Entertainment industry and the monetisation of content have also evolved during
this period, earlier advertisers discover the power of Radio during the First World War, When US
used this Technology to its best advantage, for convincing and campaigning to increase the troop size
of their armies. A similar Trend was then followed by the Spanish, and that was when Print Media
found it spotlight.

With such evolution through time Social Media did gain its limelight as, As the first Giant Social
Media Platform, Twitter Gained its popularity by a Tom Hanks Film, In 2009. As we sail through
these difficult times, we all are discovering new ways of having a together time, with distance. It
could be Watching a movie over an OTT platform or binge-watching shows to pass time.
Communicating and socialisation also have been taken to a digital platform. Doing almost everything
with the convince of a fingertip or a touch.

These trends have changed the behaviour of the consumers and has catalysed the further growth of
digital media.

As per the current data sources, as of January India’s Media and Entertainment industry was expected
to reach a market size of about, 307K CR by 2024, and the digital advertising industry is expected to

reach to 19,000 Cr by 2020.

According to Surveys, India has been experiencing a gradual increase in app installs and the time
being spent on the apps. They have hiked up to by 65% in total, out of which 50% installs being
organic. There has been progression in the Indian Gaming sectors, Majority of them being categorised
under “Casual Games” which has seen a sudden surge of 75% of the installs being Organic after the
lockdown was imposed.

The gaming industry has a wider opportunity compared to the Entertainment industry, which is to
Engage with their audiences in multiple ways. It has also used Social media to its advantage by having
serval kinds of Collaborations, leading to the retention of audience and Consumer Acquisitions.
Majority of the brands in various sectors have used this to advantages by adding Online Influencers
driving the platforms, these were the enterprise-Of- one could soon be a mainstream activity, just like
offline world.

There are bigger benefits for the sectors who cater to the OTT platforms, by feeding A wide range of
content. Content Creation Startup’s to be in high demand and focus. There is high surge for new
content be it video or Podcasts. Most of these platforms are well funded, with a steady growth in
consumption which are likely sustain even after the situation getting back to normal.

These platforms can not only be a source to the OTT platforms, but a bigger solution for many
businesses. As they can have more efficient and structured spending of the advertising budget.

In the between all of these growing trends, India would be attracting a lot more business and
Investment opportunities, which could be a boost for a declining economy.
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When Indian Soldiers saved the Chinese Soldiers

by David Garcia A Global watcher
China has not had a war since 85. it was with Vietnam, when they took heavy losses!

Since then china has been building up its forces. now it considers itself to be a world power! it has
world class equipment that is built with the technology it has stolen from around the world

Now, china is looking for a war. it needs to prove to the world that it can fight! it is picking fights
with all its neighbors. whenever china has sent their troops in harms way. the chinese troops have
performed poorly!!!

Here are a couple of incidents, that the chinese soldiers were involved in:
First a 2016 UN incident - the chinese soldiers had chance to prove themselves on the battlefield in
2016 with the UN. the muslims attacked the chinese soldiers, instead of defending themselves, the

chinese soldiers ran into their base and barricade themselves. which resulted in aid workers getting
raped and over 300 civilians under chinese protection were killed! i guess this is a wolf warrior

It was the Indians that came and defeated the muslim militia and freed the chinese soldiers.

| am attaching the after-action report by the UN about this incident (read p 5-6).
https://civiliansinconflict.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/civic-juba-violence-report-october-
2016.pdf

Then the June 15, 2020 incident with India. the chinese started the incident, wanting to probe the
Indians. the chinese never thought the Indians will come accross the LAC and engage the chinese
solders for 5hrs and had the chinese soldiers on the run - even after they had brought in their shock
troops from Magnolia!!!

Keep in mind, the Indian soldier that were killed, received national honors during their burial, and
the soldiers that fought were given medals and honored in the nation.

In the latest negotiated pull back between the chinese and Indians, the china conceded to all 4
demands of India. Look this one up if u don’t believe me.

It was NOT reported in the global times!!!!

Meanwhile the chinese have done neither! Basically, the chinese have treated their dead soldiers as
terrorists! just think about this for a moment. i know, many will say there were no chinese dead,
however on 6/22/2020, the chinese admitted that a chinese colonel was killed by the Indian soldiers,
they had ripped open his throat. Then in global times on 6-24-2020 an article by hu xijin admitted
there were dead at the end of the article. did these solders receive national honors in china, just like
the ccp no honor?

In the time of their need, the chinese ccp does not know how to treat their own people. once the
chinese population realize this, just how much national fervor will there be?

Finally, the most important reason china will think twice before going to war, is the one-child policy
it was pursued for the last 30—40 years. just how many chinese families with only one male child are
going to be willing to see them coming back in body bags? a death of their male child will mean the
end of family line. how long do u think the ccp will be able to hide their dead? if a war is declared by
the chinese, it won’t be long before the parents overthrow the ccp!

China is a paper tiger, with military equipment that will be better used as paper weights. the only
thing china will do is go to the edge of war then back down as it has been doing whenever someone
stands up to it!!!
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What are some things that happen only in India?
Yuval Bloomberg

Expert and addict of East Asian Cultures.

As an Israeli who has visited India severally; both for business and for sightseeing purposes, and as
someone who has studied India's history and Indian culture in depth, | have a different perspective as
compared to Indians living there.

Surely there are Indians who are asking themselves what our India is famous for, so this list represents
an outsider perspective about your India.

India is a very unique and complex civilization - one that is not easy to understand but very easy to
experience. One can experience India for a few life cycles without really getting to the bottom of
everything.

It's a huge sub-continent with wonderful landscape, a huge population, very ancient history, and an
amazingly rich culture.

India is one of the most special places in the world. Anyone who has visited India feels it as soon as
he/she lands in it. The uniqueness is expressed in many forms: through the people, their culture, the
landscape, their customs, and the festivals.

I chose some of the most prominent attributes that make the Indian culture special. The list of what
makes India so special is neither absolute nor is it final. | would love to hear other people's comments,
ideas, and feedback then | will update the list accordingly.

Most Unique Things In The Indian Culture

Please note that the features in the list are not prioritized according to their level importance or
uniqueness. Let's get started, shall we?

1. Languages: India is the country with the highest number of languages in the world. Studies have
shown that there are about 1,000 languages that are spoken in India. There are relatively small

geographical land cells that contain dozens of different languages.

An interesting example of the language variations can be found on any Indian currency bill which
contains the value of the note (bill) in 15 different Indian languages plus two more: English and Hindi.

15 Languages on one bill. It's worth noting that English is more prevalent in India than it is in other East
Asian countries, making the country more convenient for the tourists and business travelers. the high
prevalence can be attributed to due to the previous British colonial regime.

2. Cows everywhere: This is part of Indian traditions and one of the most unique phenomena that do
not exist anywhere else in the world. The cow symbolizes the land and the solvency. It is also a symbol
of the mother of all gods. According to Hindu belief, the body of the cow contains 33 types of gods.

This symbolism makes the cow a very sacred animal whose consumption is forbidden. Cows roam freely
in India. They can be seen in the courtyards of the peoples' houses, in the squares, and some resting
in the center of the highway.

3. Vegan food: Vegan food can be found in many food joints. In other countries, vegan dishes are
usually the side dishes and not as the main meal meaning that if someone orders a dish of roast potatoes
or salad, then it will usually be vegan but the main course will usually consist of meat or a combination
of meat with milk.

My boy enjoying Dal Bhat In India, vegan food is the norm in Indian Cuisine. Here there are very many
vegan dishes that are very nutritional in spite of being devoid of any animal products. This, of course,
makes India a haven for vegetarians and vegans.

4. Marijuana-flavored Cigarettes: | can’'t guarantee that these cigarettes only exist in India but | have
never seen them anywhere else in the world and trust me, | have been to many different countries.

Bidi cigarettes look like handmade cigarettes with a taste of marijuana. They're quite affordable, with
each ranging between 15-20 rupees.

The bidi tastes like marijuana because it is a raw/unprocessed tobacco wrapped in a leaf.
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5. The oldest cities in the world: In the Indus valley, which is the cradle of Indian Culture, there are
ancient cities that are as old as 3500-4000 years.

Harappa ruins, most ancient cities in the world. The two most famous cities are Harrappa and Mohenjo
Daro. These cities contained tens of thousands of inhabitants and were incredibly advanced.

The construction of the houses, the drainage of the water, the sewer systems, the urban planning, and
the public facilities have been ahead of their time for many years.

Indus Valley it played an integral part in the Hindu culture. Today it is partly part of Pakistan but for
about 4,000 years it was part of India and it should be considered as part of Indian culture uniqueness.

6. Huge markets: | have been to many markets around the world and noticed that the largest ones are
usually in East Asia. The largest of them all is in Chinatown. Bangkok's Chinatown is a huge marketplace
with endless stalls and people.

There are, of course, big markets in China (sure | have not seen them all ...), London, Tokyo, New York
and other places of course.

Still, I have not seen a market come close to Chandni Chowk in terms of density and diversity. This
market is in old Delhi.

When | checked Google for the largest or most crowded markets in the world, Chandni Chowk did not
make it to the top 10 list yet of all the markets of Istanbul, Bangkok, and Tokyo that | visited, none of
them reached the density and load of Chandni Chowk.

7. Dhobi Ghat - The largest laundry in the world: Dhoni Ghat can be described in many words but
until you visit it, you wouldn't understand the description well enough.

This laundromat in Mumbai was built in 1890 and is the largest laundry in the world. The laundromat
operates between 18 and 20 hours a day and has about 7000 employees in various departments related
to laundry and ironing.

Foreigners who come to visit can hire a local guide for a few hundred rupees and take a tour around the
place. Dhobi Ghat's main clients are hotels, clubs, and neighboring laundries. It is an incredibly amazing
place to visit.

8. Eat using your hands: Most people are keen to use forks and knives when they dine at their homes.
Eating using your bare hands is not considered hygienic and so it rarely happens.

Well, in India you do not need to struggle with a fork and knife. In local restaurants, it is acceptable to

eat using just your right hand. All you're required to do is to trim the fingernails of your right hand and in
a sweeping motion, take rice, together with some sauce or dish, and then put it in your mouth.

Some adults, find this technique quite difficult to get master but for children, it is as easy as a-b-c.

9. Special head movement: When you ask an Indian a question to which the response is positive, they
answer “yes” as they shake their head as though they're doing a dance using their head.

Anyone who sees this for the first time might get confused because while the response given by mouth
is positive, the movement of the head looks like "no." This head movement is very hard to imitate.

The shaking of the head would make you think that the answer given was "no." Some Westerners are
really caught unawares and tend to repeat the question, just to be clear.

Again, they get a "yes" response that is accompanied by the "weird" head movement. With time, most
foreigners eventually get used to it.

10. Buses and trains loaded with masses of passengers: The trains or buses in India are always
crowded with people from all sides and directions. Funny enough, even in all the commotion, everyone
still finds their own place and space.

There is no tense atmosphere of urgency or argument. It seems that everyone is sitting together well. |
can't quite imagine a similar situation in another country. There would be total chaos.

Let's not forget the enormous luggage that goes on these buses and trains that is beyond what is
acceptable.

11. You are not judged: It's not something you see in India. This is something experienced in India.
You feel it. | believe that Indians are the least judgmental people on earth.
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Westerners usually grow up in a society that judges them, criticizes them. The society always dictates
what is right and what is not.

In India, this is very different. The people here are filled with respect and do not judge. The atmosphere
here allows you to be what you choose to be and do what you feel is right for you.

12. Affection to small children: When you travel in Europe, you feel a sense of indifference towards
the little children and apparently, this is not by chance.

This population sees children as a burden and, therefore, they avoid having many babies (Europe's
population is shrinking and getting older) so the kids do not attract much attention.

In Manikaran, kids are a competitive attraction. In the United States, there is a little more affection
shown towards the children. However, it's the polite affection which sometimes feels more of "politically
correct" behavior.

East Asia has a great affection for children, a lot of attention. A feeling that they love little children.

In India, they take it up a notch higher. We walked around Himachal Pradesh and New Delhi with two
small children for a month. Some of the places we visited, we barely made any progress due to the
attention given to the children.

Friendly Indian ladies. So many people wanted to hold and hug them. While some visitors may be
bothered by this, it was the complete opposite for us- we did not see anything wrong with it.

For us, it was part of the trip, the experience. | personally prefer a society that loves small children. From
my point of view, these societies tend to be happier.

13. People: The people of India have good vibes. They smile a lot and always seem happy around
visitors. This is a way of showing you that you are welcome and should feel comfortable.

It's not a show-off and neither is it hypocrisy; it's real and genuine behavior. This is something you feel
everywhere around you whether it's in local transportation, in the marketplaces, in the parks, or at the
tourist spots.

The locals are always smiling and welcoming. Indian people are very warm and welcoming. This is not
something you experience every day in the western countries. It's definitely not at the same level.

14. Many Hindu gods: In Hinduism, there are 33 crore (1 crore = 10 million) types of Gods (as per
Vedas)

In practice, there is a little less ... The worship of gods in India is more common than in any other religion
across the world.

The various Hindu gods are scattered all over the place: they can be in the mountainous roads, in the
temples, in houses, at workplaces, on the main roads, etc. You just cannot miss it.

Nandi, the gate guardian deity of Kailasa, the abode of Lord Shiva. The most common gods are Shiva,
Vishnu, Kali, Krishna, Ganesha, and their vehicles, the Nandy bull, the Garuda eagle and many more.

15. Cremation: For those who are accustomed to burying their dead in the ground, the sight of burning
the dead body is extraordinary and thought-provoking. It concerns a very deep place and cultural habits
that are embedded in us.

Everyone understands that the dead person does not feel anything but when they place him in the
ground, the process of decomposition of the corpse takes place secretly, deep underground.

Death and life, side by side. During cremation, the fire consumes the body of the dead person before
our very eyes. This makes it really difficult to take in and digest. Cremation illustrates the finality of death.
In the Hindu culture, reincarnation is accepted as a part of the cycle of life and death that can continue

in a loop unless we find a way of breaking it, after which death becomes more peaceful than Western
culture.
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INDIAN ANCIENT LAW’S INFLUENCE ON CURRENT LAWS

PART -1
& Ashwin Vasista

Introduction to Manusmrithi: Manu-Smrithi is a code written by Manu and

Bringa on Dharma. The term Smrithi means memory in Sanskrit. Therefore, Manusmrithi
can be said as a book which codified the rules of Dharma from the memory of Manu.
Manusmrithi the code of Manu is referred to as the oldest and largest codified law and
this is also regarded as the first codified law in Indian Subcontinent. Manusmrithi has
codified the rules of ‘Dharma’. Dharma is a comprehensive term for all the righteous
conduct of human being. Dharma in turn regulated the rights and duties of an individual
in a righteous manner. Fundamentals of Dharma are such as nov-violence, Truthfulness,
not to acquire illegitimate wealth etc. humanity has to follow the fundamentals of Dharma
if humanity needs happiness and harmony between individual and society. At the time
when Manusmrithi was codified India was ruled by the Kings and Emperors who were
required to rule their kingdom righteously and were also required to follows the principles
laid in the Dharma Shastra and Vedas.

Vedas are regarded as the source of dharma and all the ‘Smrithi’s as part of the Vedas.
Veda is supreme and nothing which is inconsistent with the Vedas is to be accepted or
that can be acted upon by a person who is follower of Dharma.

The Dharmasya Yoni i.e. the Source of the Law has twenty-four verses and one
transitional verse. These verses state what the text considers as the proper and just

sources of Law as under:
deisfaat eiye Wi g afgery |

ATARET JTYATATHAKIBIT T 1 € I

vedo'khilo dharmamulam smrtisile ca tadvidam |
acarascaiva sadhuinamatmanastustirevaca || 6 | |

The entire Veda is the root-source of Dharma; also, the Conscientious Recollection of
righteous persons versed in the Veda, the Practice of God (and learned) Men, and their
self-satisfaction. (6)

It can also be saide that the root of the religion are the Vedas, and then the traditions and
customs followed by people who know Vedas, conduct of virtuous people, and what is
satisfactory to oneself.

It has been noted that various verses or the explation given in the smrithis including the
verse in Manusmrithi are inconsistent with the Vedas. Where there is a conflict between
Shruti, Smriti and Purana, there the Vedic commands alone carry authority. And where
there is a conflict between Smriti and Purana, there the teaching of Smriti is stronger of
the two. Vyasa Smrithi 1.4.

In this verse of Vyasa Smriti, it makes it clear that in case of any conflict between the
Shruti, Smrithi, and Purana then their Vedic command shall alone prevail and shall be
the authority. The term Shruti used in the above verse refers to the 4 Vedas. Further the
verse discusses about there being conflict between the Smriti and Purana, then Smrithi
shall prevail as that being second in command after the 4 Vedas. Manusmrithi further
states that one needs to exclude and need not flow any such thing which is not in
accordance with the Dharma regardless of that being part of the smriti and puranas.
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parityajedarthakamau yau syatam dharmavarjitau |
dharmam capyasukhodarkam lokasankrustameva ca | |176] |
The meaning of above verse is as under:

He shall avoid such wealth and pleasures as are opposed to righteousness, as also
righteousness, if it be conducive to unhappiness, or disapproved by the people. It can also
be said as Reject wealth or desire which is contrary to Dharma. Reject all such rules of
Dharma which result in unhappiness or discomfort in the public.

The Codified law of Manusmrithi is divided into 12 chapters as under:

1. Creation of Universe 2. Definition of Dharma and Source of
Dharma,

3. Celibacy -Studenship -Marriage 4. Mode of life- means of substance and
house code of conduct

5. Rules governing food 6. Rules governing forest hermit

7. Rajadharma 8. King’s duty relating to administration of
justic

i. 18 titles of law
ii. King and Judge;

Persons as Judge;

iv.  Constitution of Sabha;

v.  Duty to restore stolen wealth;

vi. Creditors means to recover debts;

ii Grounds on which the plaintiff may
fail in his suit;

9. Duties of husaband and wife-partition- | 10. Rules of conduct
sonship-impartible estate-gains of learning
five major sins-the punishment

11. Seven proper moods of livelihood -on | 12. Karma-the acknowledgment of selft-
gift the highest means of bliss.

In the present-day legal context, the Constitution is considered to be supreme law of the
land and law, rules, regulations which are in inconsistent with the constitution is not
required to be followed or such rules, regulations which are made inconsistent do not
have any legal sanctitiy. Once can also say that there is an influence of Vedas, Smrithi
and Puranas on the present days laws as well and their influence can be noted in various
laws which have been enacted by India.

This was a brief inroduction to the Manusmrithi. In the due course of my articles in the
next few months I will be analysing how Manusmrithi and Vedas has played an important
role in formulation of The Constitution of India and various laws in India, with references
to texts in Manusmrithi and Vedas and texts of present prevalent laws. In the next article
is shall be dealing with basic aspects of dharma and few of the provisions of the
constitution which are similar to that of the various ancient Indian texts.
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