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PRESTIGIOUS AWARD TO THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION, MUMBAI

Shri Subbaramaiah Fine Arts Trust, Bengaluru, has chosen The Mysore Association for the
“‘LALITHA KALASHRAYA AWARD?” for serving the spread of Fine Arts in the country for the past

P 100 years.
- Sri D. Subbaramaiah JFine Arts Trust (R.) |This Award is
Bl " ol Celebrates indicative of the
ug | 31" & 32" Ragasree Sammelanotsava -2024-25 |natyre of how
1N 1%,2", 3%,4" and 5" January -2025 Fine Arts could
- Venue : Indian Institute of World Culture change and build
B.P. Wadia Road, Basavanagudi, Bengaluru - 560 004. Behavioural Model

01-01-2025 (Wednesday) which is the basis
5 p.m. After Inauguration awards ceremony of the 31" Ragasree Sammelanotsav. of Education
(31" Ragasree Sammelanotsav awardees) ’
it ° ?‘ — That the
THE MYSORE ﬁ AR LALITHA Association is
ﬁ J ‘:‘ 5 . .
; continuing on this
ASSOCIATION, @U? KALASHRAYA il g ;
\ 2 . path of educating
BOMBAY KRS AWARD

- assocr™™ the Youth through

Music, Dance,
Theatre, Painting, inspite of many challenges of times, economies, and priorities in the lives of
young and old has been appreciated by another Cultural Institution which is managed by very
eminent Artists, Vidushi Vasanta Madhavi and Vidushi Satyavati. They not only educate youth in
Music, but also carry out deep Research into Music which has formed the Bedrock of Indian
Civilization. It is intertwined Into our Vedic knowledge, and Bhakti Pantha.

Once we understand that these Fine Arts are the very understanding of our perception of our World
and expression of our perception, the education becomes simpler.

Unlike other countries, music, dance painting, sculpture have become primary modes of our
understanding and serving GOD. All these Fine Arts bind us emotionally with our World.

That the ancestors of the Mysore Association understood this and laid a strong foundation which
the subsequent generations have diligently followed is the Crown, which we wear today.

We express our sincere thanks and gratitude to Shri Subbaramaiah Fine Arts Trust.

The Award is being received by the Association, with great humility, on January 01,2025 at 5 pm,
at Indian Institute of World Culture, Basavanagudi, Bengaluru.

We request all our members who are in Bengaluru to accompany us at that specified time and
place.
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The views expressed by the
contributors in this journal
are theirs and not of the
Association and the
Association is not in anyway
responsible for the same.
- Ed.
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Matrimonial

Alliance invited for a Kuraba Gowda Kannada speaking Girl, DOB-10-07-1997, Uttara
Nakshatra, Simha Rashi, Height - 5.1”

B.E - Engineer in Electronic & Telecommunication.

Working Currently with Infosys Mumbai from 4 years.

Expectation: Well-educated & well settled Family.

Contact: 9699504855 (Mother) 9322175852 (Father)
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P ZZLENS & 'TEANERN

IWORD PUZZLES:
WHAT CAN YOU CATCH BUT CANNOT THROUGH ?

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

WHAT BUILDING HAS MOST STORIES ?
WHAT IS AT THE END OF THE RAINBOW?

WHAT GETS SMALLER EVERY TIME YOUN TAKE A BATH ?
WHAT GETS BIGGER WHEN MORE IS TAKEN AWAY.

. LOGICAL PUZZLES: A)

How would you place the numbers from
1 to 6 to get the product?

Place a number from 1 to 9 in each empty cell of this
square so that each row, each column, and both main
column, and both main diagonals add up to the same
sum. (You must determine this sum.) The same
number can appear more than once.

lll. ALL THE ANSWERS IN WORDS BEGIN WITH THE LETTER “CH"
MILK PRODUCT NORMALLY USED WITH BREAD
A SERIES OF METAL LINKS COMNECTED TOGETHER FOR A PURPOSE.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

IN EXPENSIVE OR LOWER IN PRICE.

A FOOD PRODUCT MADE FROM COCO BEANS.
THE FLESHY SIDE OF THE FACE BELOW YOUR EYE.

IV. WHAT DOES THE PUZZLES SAY:

A) NAME THE FOOD

B) NAME THE FOOD

COBICLOR

SNEARMAP

Il. LOGICAL PUZZLES: A). C, B). C, C).

lll. WHAT DOES THE PUZZLES SAY: 1).

PUZZLES & TEASERS ANSWERS
I.WORD PUZZLES: 1. W and S for days of the week, 2. Rubik's Cube, 3. Pixel, 4. Smoke, 5. Fingerprints.

FORGOTTEN HEROES, 2). SPREAD TOO THIN.

IV. FIND THE NAME OF THE COUNTRY: 1) SOMALIA 2) NICARAGUA 3) CAMAROON 4) MONGOLIA 5) THAILAND

Compiled by: Mr Ananth Banwasi




The Relationship of Vedic Sanskrit and Avestan (Old Persian)

It is generally believed that the language that evolved into the Indo-European languages
originated in the region in the vicinity of the Caspian Sea. There is some evidence that it arose
as a result of the amalgamation of three tribes; one pastoral/militaristic, one agricultural and one
metal-working. The metal workers provided the weapons for the militarists and tools for the
agriculturalists. The militarists conquered areas for the agriculturalists to farm and feed the
warriors and the metal-workers.

Some of the Indo-Europeans migrated into the Oxus River Valley and the Iranian Plateau.
Others migrated to the north and west where their language evolved into the languages of
Europe. Some went northeast where their language evolved into Tocharian. From Iran there
were migrations into North India to the east and west into the Tigris-Euphrates River Valleys
where they established the Mitanni Empire. Later there were migrations that accounted for the
Scythians and Sarmations of Central Asia.

The migration into North India was, of course, the far most important of the migrations from
Iran. The languages of Iran and North India underwent evolution so it was not immediately
obvious that they were related. Thanks to the detailed preservation of the exact language of
religious incantations and texts a comparison can be made. The religious tracts of Ancient Iran
are known as the Avesta. Some of these are believed to have been composed by Zoroaster. The
religious tracts of North India are the Vedas.

Grammatically there is little difference between the languages of the Avesta and the Vedas.
Both languages underwent systematic phonetic change. However, according to Thomas-
Burrow, in his book, The Sanskrit Language.

It is quite possible to find verses in the oldest
portion of the Avesta, which simply by phonetic
substitutions according to established laws can
be turned into intelligible Sanskrit.

Both languages belong to the Indo-Iranian

« language family - but branch off further,
Sanskrit being Indo-Aryan and Avestan being
[ranian.

However, Vedic Sanskrit and Avestan are much
.| more similar than it was initially thought - there
| are cognates between the two and migration
from Iran to northern India enabled contact

between the two.

Both languages underwent certain phonological changes, but their vocabulary is very similar.
hiranya (S) - zaranya (A), séna (S) - haena (A), rsti (S) - arsti (A), asura (S) - ahura (A),
yajiia (S) - yasna (A), aryaman (S) - airyaman (A), deva (S) - daeva (A)

Are just some similar words between the two.

The Sanskrit Language: T. Burrow: 9788120817678: Amazon.com: BooksAmazon.com: An
Avesta Grammar in Comparison with Sanskrit, Part I: Phonology, Inflection, Word-Formation
with an Introduction on the Avesta; The Avestan Alphabet and Its Transcription
(9780404090104): Abraham Valentine Williams Jackson: Books.



https://www.amazon.com/Sanskrit-Language-T-Burrow/dp/8120817672
https://www.amazon.com/Avesta-Grammar-Comparison-Sanskrit-Part/dp/0404090109
https://www.amazon.com/Avesta-Grammar-Comparison-Sanskrit-Part/dp/0404090109
https://www.amazon.com/Avesta-Grammar-Comparison-Sanskrit-Part/dp/0404090109
https://www.amazon.com/Avesta-Grammar-Comparison-Sanskrit-Part/dp/0404090109

The relations between this ancient Iranian and the language of the Veda are so close that it is
not possible satisfactorily to study one without the other. Grammatically the differences are very
small; the chief differentiation in the earliest period lies in certain characteristic and well-
defined phonetic changes which have affected Iranian on the one hand and Indo-Aryan on the
other. It is quite possible to find verses in the oldest portion of the Avesta, which simply by
phonetic substitutions according to established laws can be turned into intelligible Sanskrit. The
greater part of the vocabulary is held in common and a large list could be provided of words
shared between the two which are absent from the rest of Indo-European.

Lara Novakov’s Answer pretty much sums it up, however it is worth mentioning that this
phenomenon has trickled down into medieval and modern Persian as well. Persian shares a large
vocabulary that has assimilated old Avestan — Sanskrit words, and many being adapted to suit
Persian phonetics.I have noticed the following trend,

1. The “ S * of Sanskrit morphs to “ H *“ in Persian,
2. P * of Sanskrit morphs into “ F * in Persian,

3. Final vowels in Sanskrit words are muted to consonants in Persian.
Examples of the above:

Sanskrit - Persian - meaning - Applicable clause
Maasa - Maah - month - 1 & 3

Maasha - Maash - Black lentils - 3

Sapta - Haft - seven- 1,2 & 3

Saptaaha - Hafta - week - 1 & 2, seems to exempt rule 3
Angushta- Angusht - Finger - 3

Ksheera- Shir - milk - 3

Pancha - Panj - five - 3

Ashta - Hasht - eight - 3

Dasha - Dah - Ten - 1,3

Shata - Sad - Hundred - 3

Nava - Nav - New - 3

Shaakha - Shaakha - Branch

Trishna - Tashnagi - Thirst

Ashva - Asp - Horse

Sthana - Stan - country/place/land

Godhuma - Gandum - Wheat

Chhaaya - Saayaa - Shadow

Chaturanga - Shatranj - Chess

Khara - Khar - Donkey

Sharkara - Shaqar - Sugar

Narikela - Naarjeel - Coconut

Aapat - Aafat - Calamity/misfortune

Jaanu - Zaanu — knee

Baahu - Baazu - Arm




Naama - Naam - Name

This is a small list. ’'m sure many more exist; one would need to be a scholar in both Sanskrit
and Persian for this exercise.

Q: In Ancient Persia; Ahura meant good deity and Daeva meant false gods. In India
(amongst Hindus) asura means evil, while deva means god. Is this mere coincidence or was
there a clash of civilizations?

The problematics are much more complex. The basic fact is that ancient Indo-Aryans and
ancient Iranians descended from two subgroups of originally the same people nicknamed Proto-
Indo-Iranians and both inherited numerous originally identical or closely related linguistic,
religious, mythological, cultural and other features. More distantly, they also shared some
relations with old European traditions via their common more ancient ethnolinguistic ancestors
Proto-Indo-Europeans. But the divergence between traditions was commonly increasing during
time in certain respects. From such developments we ultimately got the Vedic and the Avestan
textual materials which represent the only relatively complexly-surviving oldest Indo-Aryan
and Iranic traditions, although not the sole Indo-Aryan nor Iranic traditions (or their
interpretations) which existed in that time.

Both terms deva/daeva and asura/ahura had Proto-Indo-Iranic predecessors (generally
reconstructed as daywds and hdsuras) and even already Proto-Indo-European ancestors
(generally reconstructed as deywos and hznsuros). We therefore can, with a certain level of
probability, try to reconstruct what was the usage of these words in pre-Vedic and pre-Avestan
times. From the historical purely etymological perspective, the probably intuitive ancient
meanings of these words should be roughly “a celestial” in the case of daywds and “‘a life-giver”
in the case of hdsuras.

As far as we can say, among Proto-Indo-Iranians, daywds was likely a basic and generic term
simply meaning “god/deity”, applicable to all deities. Hasuras was likely in contrast a more
specific title for only some of the daywases (“deities”), it referred particularly to the reigning,
high-ranking or powerful ones among the daywdses. To put it simply, hdsurases were “the
higher ones among daywdases”, also understandable as “lords among the gods”. All hdsurases
were also daywdses, but not all daywdses were hasurases (only the higher ones were).

The usage exactly like this we have attested among the related ancient Germanic peoples,
especially among the Old Norse which left relatively many religio-mythological materials.
Among the Old Norse, tivar (a cognate to devas/daevas) was typically used as one of the
generic terms for any “deities”. In contrast, eesir (a cognate to asuras/ahuras) referred
predominantly to a specific subgroup of tivar, particularly to members of the chief tribe of
deities like Odin, Thor or Baldr, the lords of Asgard. (A little different, but related usage of the
cognate to asura/ahura existed among Indo-European Hittites where hassu evolved
predominantly into the term for “a ruler/a king” in the sense of a sacral monarch who decides
over the life and death of his subjects.)

A usage relatively similar to the prehistoric one is still implied also by some earliest Hindu
verses of the Rigveda. For example, where one god, Varuna in this case, is identifed as Asura
(Lord) who is a sovereign over other gods (devas) and over mortals):

“Thou over all, O Varuna, art Sovran,

be they devas, Asura! or be they mortals.

Grant unto us to see a hundred autumns




ours be the blest long lives of our forefathers.”
(Rigveda 2:27:10)
Or here where two gods are identified as “Asuras of devas”, 1. e. Lords of the gods:

WITH hymns I call you, when the Sun hath risen, Mitra, and Varuna whose thoughts are holy,
Whose Power Divine, supreme and everlasting, comes with good heed at each man's
supplication. For they are Asuras of devas, the friendly make, both of you, our lands exceeding
Sfruitful. May we obtain you, Varuna and Mitra, wherever Heaven and Earth and days may bless
us.

(Rigveda 7:65:1-2)

For some reason, both Vedic and Avestan peoples deviated in their usage of the terms from the
Proto-Indo-Iranic people, but each of them in a different way; the only thing which both their
developments had in common was that both differentiated asuras/ahuras and devas/daevas into
two separate groups in contrast to the earlier usage where asuras/ahuras were a subgroup
of devas/daevas.

The Vedic tradition retained deva as the common term for a deity but asura, the former term
for a higher deity, gradually became a term for “a disagreeable dark titan” who is not deva. This
shift in usage was, as far as we can say, not associated with a clear demonization of any formerly
worshipped Indo-Iranic holy beings, neither Indo-Aryan like Varuna or Mitra, who simply
continued as devas, nor Iranic because no distinctly Zoroastrian holy beings like Mazda,
Sraosha or any other are named among the later Hindu negative asuras.

The Avestan tradition on the other hand perceived the ahuras as a group of holy powerful life-
forces, which so far quite corresponds to the traditional Proto-Indo-Iranic understanding, yet
now seen as entirely separate from daevas who came to be understood as dark supernaturals of
opposite characteristics. Apart of the demonization of the term daevas, also several Indo-Iranic
deities themselves, like Indra or Nasatya, were demonized, so the change was unlike the Vedic
one observably more than just semantic.

There was and i1s a number of theories why this happened and how much it evolved
independently or due to mutual interactions. It is not really settled. I will just show an example
of two opposite theories how it could happen if the mutual interactions were an important factor:
o Avestan people deviated, Vedic people reacted
If this theory was correct, we could say that there emerged a distinguishment between ahuras
and daevas in the Avestan society some time before Zoroaster, with ahuras retaining the
position at the top. The Zoroastrian texts themselves do not give answer how it happened
because ahuras and daevas are already seen as separate in the texts of Zoroaster, 1. €. it was not
him who introduced the separation; Zoroaster just encouraged the particularly negative view
of daevas as demons in contrast to holy ahuras headed by the supreme ahura named Mazda,
one of the given reasons is that they and the priests of theirs were immoral and deceiving people
by untruths.

The Indo-Aryans then came to know about this development and, insulted, eventually started to
change the usage of the term asura and distinguish it from the term deva, even though they
generally did not demonize any particular formerly revered beings.

In this case, Zoroastrianism would stimulate the Hindu change in the usage of asura.
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