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MUSIC COMPETITION 2013

Every year the Mysore Association conduct competition for
young singers in Karnatik Music before the Ganesha Festival.
This year too, the competition was conducted on August 18,
2013.

The competitionis conducted in three age groups. The youngest
age group is between 8 to 13 years. They are asked to sing a
‘Raaga’ of their choice and a Kannada Kruti of any Haridaasa.
Most competitors select Purandaradasa as he is very popular
among the teachers.

The second or middle group is in the age 14 to 17 years. They
have to sing a svara, a Kruti in their chosen Raaga and a
Kannada Kruti of a Karidaasa.

The third or the oldest group is in the age 18 to 25 years. They
have to sing a svara, nerval and a Kruti.

This year there were 28 participants and each one was a very
good singer. The judges had a tough time in selecting the
winners.

The winners in each group are as follows:

Group I
L - Srivatsan

n - Vani Mukundan

L. - Snigdha Arun

Consolation: Vignesh Sahankarnarayana

Group II
I - Anirudh Bharath
Consolation: P. Ramya Harika

Group III

I - Suraj Venkatachalam

n - Ramya Viswanathan

Here is wishing all the best to all the participants for their future
efforts and Congratulations to the winners!
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Dear Editor

After reading the article “Kashmir: Nineteen years after
displacement” in the August 2013 issue of Nesaru, I felt
nostalgicand sad. Nostalgic, becausel had travelled extensively
in Kashmirinajeepin May 1982, coveringalmost all the places
mentioned in the said article; and sad, because Kashmiri
Pandits have not yet received the required empathy and
support from the administration. As a result, they remain
aliens in their own home state.

I enjoy reading Nesaru Tingalole and eagerly await its
arrival every month. I congratulate Dr. Girija Shastry and her
team on publishing this informative and interesting bilingual
magazine.

K R Mohan,
Freelance Writer, Mysore.
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(contd. from Last issue)

The village temple of Bhuteshwara across the stream is still
there. [ went in. The ‘lingam’ installed there seemed much smaller
to me, than what it used to be. “Absurd”, I told myself.

The pandit gentleman took me to the new High School. It was
adelight to see three new buildings in place there, and students from
several surrounding villages were busy in their studies. None of
them was acquainted with me, nobody was interested either.

We took a round of the entire village. Every family  has
construed a new house(s). Couples of old structures that still exist
have been thoroughly renovated. The stone boundary-walls have
disappeared and high, brick walls have come up everywhere. I met
a number of men and women of my age and older. The Pandit
gentleman introduced me to them. Some of them extended
invitations to their houses for tea. | thanked them. I could perceive
greater warmth in the welcome extended by an elderly woman, my
mother’s age.

Aftera2 1/2 hourlongstroll we came back to the pandit’s house
to have evening tea. Lone joined us an hour later and we went to
thelidder (river) bank, half a kilometer away. Lidder is magnificent
as always. Bridges connectits two banks and there is plenty of traffic
plying. We spent the whole evening strolling and talking. Some
more people joined us. Lone gave my introduction to those who
could not recollect our childhood days. By 9 o’clock Lone dropped
me at the Pandit’s house. After supper [ had a brief conversation
with the elderly couple. They were extremely worried about their
younger son’s marriage. “There are no Hindu girls around. We
could find one for the elder son with great difficulty. The younger
son is past thirty now. It is a difficult situation. And you know what?
Our Muslim friends tell us that let him join us, he will get two.”

“It was ‘Bhuteshwara’ who prevented us from fleeing at that
juncture, probably to allow us to worship him. Our sons hardly ever
go there. They are bearded like other Muslim men. Now we have
asmall grand-daughter. All her playmates are Muslim. How can she
learn our samskars? She visits several houses in the neighborhood
who may even feed her.”

They are in an ambivalent state of mind. Tied to their landed
properties on the one hand, and suspicious, rather certain, of
losing their Pandit cultural moorings in not so distant future, they
look powerless and subdued.

[ asked them about the Sahasra-mukhi Shiva temple that
existed on the main road where the Amarnath-bound pilgrims used
to halt till afternoon before moving on to Aishmugam. They looked
the other way. ‘Since there was no Hindu family to worship the deity
there, it was blasted in the early nineties.” My eyes became moist.
[ had a disturbed sleep.

Day 3

Next morning, [ asked for a bucketful of warm-water to
bathe. After breakfast, [ informed the family that [ was going to
start my backward journey in another hour, and requested them
not to prepare lunch for me.

Lone and the younger son of my hosts accompanied me to the
lidder bridge. I had a desire to breathe in some more fresh, cool air.

The pandit’s son left usin an hour and aretired school teacher,
M. Hasan joined us. Boys and girls from the neighbouring villages
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were on their way to ‘our’ High School. “It is indeed a matter of
honour”, said I to Lone and the retired teacher. The girls, I noticed,
had their head, and forehead fully covered, so were their ankles- the
‘dress code’ has become a part of the culture, I thought.

In a general conversation they expressed their opinion on the
future of the valley too. They thought that people were fed up with
terrorism but killings and murders are no longer tabooed acts but a
part of the post-1990 culture that has taken deep roots. Some of the
terrorists have become legends in the folklore, especially those who
ran ‘ Slaughter houses ‘ where ‘ rivals’ were butchered. The youth
do not abhor killings, loot and arson. These are acts of masculinity,
they believe. Since this generation has not co-existed with any ‘rival’
faith-systems, they cannot tolerate giving space to ‘your’ festivities
and modes of worship. The mind-sets have to change but if the
situation persists for another 15 years, no space can ever be created
for a rival faith. We have Madrasas in every village, town and
mohalla and young boys and girls are compulsorily sent there to
learn hadith and Quranic teachings which strictly prohibit idol-
worship.

They asked me to build a couple of rooms on the mound where
my home lay, for spending summer months. ‘That will be good
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for your old mother too’, they advised. Lone invited us to a cup of
tea at his residence. Thereafter, | took leave of the Pandits who
looked sad. Lone accompanied me to the main road. A bus with
room for me came in a couple of minutes. Lone and I hugged
before | boarded the Anantnag bound bus.

Anantnag, my college town, a town of several fresh and
sulphur water-springs looked bright but crowded.  got down near
Anantnag Nagabal’ and walked towards the temple. A soldier
checked my bag and the identity card and unlocked the gate. All
the places of Hindu worship are under security cover in what was
aHindu Kingdom nearly 600 years ago and whose last Hindu King
provided shelter and lands to Sayyads who were being persecuted
in their homes in central Asia.

The condition of the springs controlled by ‘Nagabal
commitee’ (from Jammu) is in a sad state in contrast to the
innermost Vishnu temples that are under the control of a Mahant.
The Mahant hasadded a Devi temple andinstalled a huge lingam
during the past 19 years. The ‘Pujari’ of the Vishnu temple offered
me tea and lunch. The ‘Devibal - the Anantnag Devi temple- some
hundred odd yards away from Nagabal is under lock. There was a
huge gathering of Muslims, mostly women, at the shrine of ‘Reshimol’
(Rshi, the father) situated behind ‘Devibal’.

[ hired an auto and went to Super Bazar to meet A. Rahman,
my friend from Mattan. Our meeting lasted for a couple of minutes
as he was on way to attend an official meeting elsewhere. Some
other acquaintance at the Bazar shook hands with me. One
acquaintance among them, Farook, hugged me and his eyes
became moist.

[ rushed to the mini-cab stand to move on to Srinagar. I got
down atthe old Zero-bridge and after security checking reached the
official residence of my friend. The whole area is fortified. The local
people have converted their residences into hotels where state
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[ Govt. employees stay during summer months when the Capital is
shifted from Jammu (the winter capital) to Srinagar (the summer
capital).

“Will there be peace here any day soon”? I asked the hotel
owner, a smart young man. ~There are many hurdles,” said he.
‘Broadly speaking there are three groups or ideologies at work
across thevalley. The extremists (Taliban) with flowing beards who
strictly believe in Nizam-e-Mustafa; the moderates with trimmed
beards who want liberal education to co-exist with Madarasa
‘training’ with no room for any other faith; and the clean-shaven
liberals who believe that other faiths could co-exit provided they
followed the governing principles of Islam’. The implications were
vivid. “So return of Pandit is a sociopolitical lie?” said I. He smiled,
“we will know in another month or so. It is only Azad who says it
to boost his image in Delhi, Mufti Sahab will not, nor will any other
leader allow it to happen”. Remarkable, I thought.

Late in the evening, a person barged into my friend’s room
unannounced and with a smile on his face, said in a cool voice. “Did
you get to know the latest?” And before my friend could say ‘yes’
or ‘no’, the ‘intruder’ announced: “A calf has been killed inside the
Devitemple at Chittargul village this afternoon. The members of the
three pandit families still residing there were mercilessly beaten.
They have been hospitalized. The police personnel posted there to
protect the pandit families were mute spectators, laughing and
enjoying the scene. Such posting is a punishment for security
personnel! You must know, [ thought, because Chittargul is in your
Anantnag”. Suddenly, his eyes noticed me. My friend introduced
him to me. Sunil (the intruder) sat down.

After exchanging pleasantries, he ordered dinner for me and
my friend to ‘our’ room and went back to his room. Sunil is a
middle-ranking officer like my friend but the way the hotel-owner
came in person to find out from me if things were well cooked,
whether drinks were required to be served, and so forth made me
suspicious. “The hotel -owner is quite courteous’’, I told my friend
after the hotel-owner went out of the room. My friend retorted
rather with a shout, “ It is because Sunil is the in-change for room-
allottment, food and so forth. His signatures are important for the
hotel-wallahs, some of who happened to be poor boat-owners a
few years ago. They are crorepatis today. Huge sums of money are
involved. People get their share, however, much of that goes to
politicians of “all hues” and the bureaucrats. It is a great nexus. In
this age of information technology and e-governance, annual
durbar-move can be stopped and employees distributed to enable
the two capitals to function at both the places throughout the year.
Crores could thus be saved but that needs political will and a desire
to be transparent in administration”. My friend gulped down a glass
of water.

Day-4

The sad news that Sunil broke alerted me. It was prudent to
leave the valley soon, I thought. I cancelled my plan to visit the
shrines at Tulumula, Shankaracharya, etc. and paid an early
morning visit to Zeether where a ‘hawan’ was in progress . | found
the place in good shape. The caretaker of the shrine has put in his
best efforts in the maintenance of the shrine and other properties.
A gahwa session after the puja prepared me to start my return
journey. My co-passengers in the mini-cab gave me yet another
opportunity to learn more about contemporary Kashmir.

[was asked to occupy the middle-seat where a father-daughter

duo was already seated. The front and the rear seats were occupied )
by five tourists from some other part of ‘India’. The girl on my right,
amedical graduate had come to Kashmir to collect some document
from the University. After lunch the girl and her father became
friends with me. The girl had been admitted to the medical college
at Srinagar some seven years ago. She stayed in the MC hostel with
100 odd girls, 97 of them Muslim. She narrated her tortuous
experiences thus.

“Twice a week senior women medicos would knock at each
door after dinner and summon us to the hostel congregation hall at
the ground floor. No one could say ‘no’ to their command. A
recorded tape would be played wherein one cleric or the other
spoke on how Muslim women were required to dress up, the mode
of prayers, the importance of being a Muslim and the necessity to
follow Shariat laws in all affairs of life. We were made to sit for two
to three hours without a whisper. No one could move out, come
what may. Everybody sat there in silence, listening attentively to the
recorded speech. All other religions, especially Indian religions,
were denigrated, slandered. It was tortuous to listen in silence to
those ugly words. But we did not dare to argue. The consequences
were made amply clear. The medicos constitute the intellect of the
society and they are filled with hatred for India and her religions. Our
batch-mates used to coerce us to embrace Islam. The so-called
Jihadis are their heroes. Some of the students would boastfully tell
us that such and such commander of HM/HA /LF etc. was his/ her
elder brother-real brother/cousin etc. [ spent those years like a
captive in a dungeon full of foul things and foul words. My hostel-
mates would tell me that they had already found a suitable husband
for me, a brave, smart Muslim boy. Their words would injure me
from deep within. My parents’ constant persuasion and early
morning meditation (which [ used to do secretly) enabled me to pull
along. After every ‘tabligh ‘ session, Iused to cry and call my parents
to seek their permission to quit the course.”

With moist eyes, her father told me that she was a healthy girl
before she joined the Course. We could not imagine what she was
going through. The torture she suffered at their hands has reduced
her to a skeleton. She weighs hardly 40 Kgs.

It was a startling revelation. The Medical College that I had
known was a place of young, intelligent and forward-looking
people.

The cab dropped me at Jammu by 9 P.M. It was hot and sultry.
The pleasant cool breeze was six hours away at my back.

AT JAMMU

[ had another week to go before proceeding to my place of
work. The hot, summer air, frequent power cuts, a chronic shortage
of water at Jammu prompted me to make a trip to Sudhmahadeva
town, some 100 odd KMs. away. Four of us (my Mom, sister, her
son, and I) reached the temple town in five hours. The 20 K.M.
stretch of road between Chinaini (on the national highway) and
Sudhmahadev took us one and a half hours. Such in the condition
of Peerpanchal range roads in the Jammu region. It was a festival
dayin thevillage. Hundreds of people from various parts of Jammu
had assembled there to pray at the Sudhmahadev temple and
bathe in “Gauri Kund” 5 Kms away. The temple Dharamshala, a
huge building, constructed by the Dharmarth Trust (headed by Dr.
Karan singh) was full of devotees. A shopkeeper advised us to spend
the night at Mast Baba Ashram built by a godly gentleman from

Kashmir. (fo be contd.)
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