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OBITUARY

We regret to inform the sad
demise of our senior most
member Shri. Kancharti
Krishnamoorthi Upadhyaya
ondJanuary 20th2016, aged
91 years. We pray almighty
to give strength to the
bereaved family and may
his soul rest in peace

*kk

We regret to inform the
sudden and demise of our
member Smt. Nandini
Swamy 54 years, on
January 18, 2016. She is
survived husband, son and
daughter. We pray almighty
to give strength to the
bereaved family and may
his soul rest in peace.

*k*k

We regret to inform sad
demise of Mr. Arakalgud
Ananthramaiah, aged 94
years, fatherof ourmember
Shri. A. Ravi. We pray
almighty to give strength to
the bereaved family and
may his soul rest in peace.
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' MAYA - IGNORANCE ILLUSION

We are living today ignorant of the Real, in our delusions.
How did all this happen? This should be the natural question in
our minds. An attempt to answer this question has been made in
Vedanta by the introduction of the concept ‘MAYA'.

Maya is an enigma. Lord Brahma created maya to be the
mother of universe. He is the master, we are his slaves. Maya is
explained as the inexplicable, inherent power of the supreme
which is inseparable from Him as the heat from the fire, cold in
the ice, sweetness in the sugar etc. One cannot have fire as an
entity without. Heat, electricity, magnetism etc. are all energiesin
nature which one cannot comprehend directly. They can only be
perceived by the effect perceived by our sense organs. Ma
means the source or the cause, Ya means that which produces,
goes, walks and spreads out. Thus literally maya means that,
whichissues forth, expands, and arises from the source, Ma, the
universal mother. In Hindu scriptures maya is also described as
a play (leela) of God enacted as the creative dynamic energy. It
is also the force behind all diversity, activity and movement that
takes place in the universe. Maya is the vehicle of the supreme.

Maya is the conditioning agent though which the non-dual
Truth, the one unique reality seems to spread as the spectrum of
multiple universe. On a superficial understanding of thistermone
gets suspicion that maya is a tricky word introduced by the
vedantins to veil and confuse the question with mysterious
nothing. Maya stands for that which is not permanent.

Maya is a term introduced in the Vedaanta School of advaita
to describe the changing forms in the universe. The original
meaning of maya was the creative power of Brahman. This
power of the divine magician signifies the psychological state of
any one under the spell of the magical show. It confuses myriad
forms of the divine play with reality, without perceiving the
Brahman, underlying these forms. Maya may not be an illusion
by itself but creates some sort of illusion in us which makes us
think that shapes and forms and the events are real. Maya has
the power of confusing one on the concepts of reality- Maya is a
power of two types. One is Vikshepa, the projecting power and
the other is Aavarna, the veiling power.

Maya is not an illusion as it is normally interpreted. Maya
appears to be real and yet not real. It is real in the sense that the
real is behind it and gives it an appearance of reality. That which
is real in maya is the reality seen through maya. Yet the real is
never seen. It is seen as unreal and has no existence of itself, it
is thus a paradox, real, yet unreal, anillusion,, yet not anillusion.
lllusion is appearance of things differently from what they are
actually.

Maya is nothing but a dream world, where it is all misery,
weeping ana crying, where a few gold balls are rolled, and the
world scrables over them One enjoyment is only in the senses.
The satisfaction of the senses is one of the causes which has
spread the veil between truth and ourselves. This is the maya of
Vedanta that explains how the truth was there all the time
covered by the veil of maya. The celebrated illustration is that of
a rope and the snake. The rope did not change into snake. The
change of the rope to a snake was apparent only. When the
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delusion vanishes snake is no more there. Similarly when one
isignoranthe sees the phenomenoriand notthe truth orthe God.
Maya is the cause of all phenomena. Thus maya exists or does
not exist. It-is non-existence because existence could be said of
Absolute only, the unchangeable. Again it cannot be said as
non-existence for, if it were, it would not have produced the
phenomena. Thus maya is inexpressible (Anirvaachaneya).

The power of an individual to delude himself and to perceive
aworld of plurality is maya. Many discussions have taken place
over this due to misunderstanding that maya is a positive cause
and not an hypothetical supposition. Maya is the non-
apprehension of the reality.

The soul is sexless. One cannot say that soul is male or
female. Then how did it come to earth? That there is only one
answer in our scriptures. Soul is omnipresent Itis due to one’s
ignorance that he cannot cognize its presence every-where. It
is this ignorance which causes bondage and myseries. This is
true in every state of life either social, physical, mental or
spiritual. Itis the ignorance that makes us hate one other and not
iove.

Radhakrishnan interpreted Shankara’s understanding of
maya as strictly illusion. It has no other existence other than
Brahman. It is because of ignorance that one considers that
lord’s maya shakti or the power of as real. Even if the world
enjoys an empirical reality, it is still unreal from the Absolute
pointof view. Brahman sathya : Jagat mithya, meaning that God
Is true, Universe is a dream. The world is an illusion, a play of
the consciousness of the supreme God, Brahman. A simple
analysis of our perceptual experience establishes, beyond
doubt, that the world is not what it appears to be. What we

21 K.N. Kirthi

perceive through our senses is just a superficial reality. World is
nothing but an illusion because it conceals the truth and reveal
differently each time we perceive it. It is an irrefutable fact that
the world is not the same all the time. The external world that is
perceived through our senses is definitely not the ultimate
reality, by virtue of being subjected to changes. It derived its
power or support from the Absolute, one which is devoid of all
limits, diversions, and distinctions. Radhakrishnan’s assertion
is the forms and names ceasing to be attractive does not
necessarily mean that they cease to exist. He explains that
illusion dissipated by scientific knowledge stillremains thoughiit
no longer leads us astray. One sees the illusion and gives a
differentvalue forit. Apuddle in adesertis mirage caused by the
rising heat of the desert. Mirage is the world while desert is
Absolute. Just as the mirage does not disappear when the
scientific knowledge is gained about, | what it owes to its
existence, the world too does not disappear though it is valued
differently. Thus is follows that because of maya one is not able
to perceive the real.

What is ignorance? The origin of the ignorance cannot be
determined. Even after sufficient enquiry one is unable to
determine whether the world of appearances arises from
ignorance orignorance is born out of world’s appearance. They
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[ are in fact two aspects of the same thing. The world appears like
a mirage of which it can be said that it exists or does not exist.
What appears to be the world is its own notions and thoughts. It
is based on consciousness. Itis similar to an optical illusion with
consciousness as its substratum One’s self is eternally pure,
perfect, and unchangeable. All other things on the earth orin the
universe are nothing but appearances in one’s self. Hence it is
regarded as both real and unreal. In the gold ornaments gold is
true, but others are ideas. Thus both the appearances and
disappearances of the world are the modifications of ideas. The
names and forms are painted on them. If a wave subsides will its
form remain? The existence of the wave depends upon the
existence of the ocean. The form remains as long as the wave
remains. But sooner the wave subsides the form vanishes. Thus
the outcome of the names and forms is maya. Itis the maya that
makes the individual, it makes one appear different from the
other. Yet it has not existence. One form alone does not exist
since itdepends upon the existence of another form. Thus maya,
the names and the forms asiitis called, time space and causation
is out of one infinite existence, showing many folds of its
existence, similar to the snow melts and the rains on the
mountains producing many rivers and streams.

Nature is maya. tt is really God’s nature under the veil of
maya. It has n existence of its own. Maya is the energy of the
universe. Potential anr Kinetic Ignorance is the cause and sin’is
the effect. One has to be saved from the ignorance to be saved
from the sin.

Ignorance is the mother of all miseries. One is dying out of
thirstsitting orthe bank of ariver, one is dying out of hunger sitting
near a heap of food Here is where one sees maya, hears maya,
experience maya. My God is the greatest God. Here is where the
evil begins Maya is the real cause of the universe, as well as the
creation of the human soul. This is the world of maya.

The pain bearing entities are ignorance, egoism, attachment,
aversion and clinging to life. The ignorance is the cause and
others are effects Ignorance is the productive field of all that
follows, whether they are dormant or awake.

Ignorance is said to be self caused and not caused by any
other cause. It is the nature of the cave to have darkness.
Darkness in the cave is not caused by the cave. Similarly when
the self is not known or comprehended there is darkness in the
bosom, it can be removed only by the subjective experiences of
the infinite reality.

One who is progressing knows more avenues are opened to
pleasure and pain. This is maya. Thus one finds that maya is the
theory for the explanation of the formation of the world. Itis simply
the statement of the facts as they exist, that the very basis of our
being itself is contradictory That whenever there is good there
mustbe eviland wheneverthereis evil there mustbe some good.
If good increases in arithmetical progression, evil will increase in
geometrical progression. Whoever smiles must weep and vice-
versa. Where ever there is life death follows in shadow. | am the
body and notthe selfwhichis pure, effulgent, perfect, eternaland
ever blissful, isitselfthe ignorance, lacking discrimination between
the Realand unreal. The appearance of a person as a combination
of the body, mind and intellect is also an illusion.

Man makes the mistake of separating himself from the God)
and identifying with his body. This arises out of maya, which is
said to be seeing the real as something else and not as itis. This
is the bondage of man. He brings in its wake the miseries of birth
and death. He considers the perishable body as the real self,
identifies himself with it, bathes it, nourishes it, feeds it and
preserves it with the help of sense organs. Thereby, he becomes
bound like a silkworm in its own cocoon woven by its own threads.
Thus bondage springs from his ignorance. It subjects one to
endless miseries, birth, decay, senility and finally death.

Lord Krishna says in Ch. 2 Geetha:

dyayato visayan pumsah

sangas testu pajayate sangat samjayate kamah
kamat krodho ‘bhijayate’

krodhad bhavati sammohah

sammohat smrtivibhramah smritibhramsaid buddhinaso
buddhinasat pranasyati

The eternal play of light, darkness, induiscriminate,
indistinguishable and inseparable is always there. A fact at the
same time not a fact, awake and at the same time asleep. These
arethe statements offacts duetomaya. Oneisborninmaya, grows
in maya live in maya, thinks in maya, dreams in maya, suffers in
maya and finally dies in maya. We are the devils as well as Gods
in it. We are also the slaves in maya.

Maya is a prison in which we all live. Even if one stretches his
ideas as far as he can, takes it to higher level and call it infinite, all
these ideas are within maya. Thus the whole human knowledge is
the generation of maya. Everything that is bound by laws of
causation and the laws of time are in maya.

When aman is Sn deep sleep all the activities of mind intellect
and the sense organs are temporarily at rest. This state is an
unmanifested state ofignorance. Thatis whyignoranceis blisstThat
is also the unmanifested state or power of maya. Thus in one form
or the other all of us are in maya, which is the most intricate and
difficult to understand. Time is the avenger of anything and
everything, saints and sinner, kings and peasants beautiful and
ugly and leaves nothing. Everything is rushing towards one goal
destruction. This is the maya. The blind leading a blind. They both
fall into a ditch and suffer.

The state of human knowledge embraces within its scope
the interns and the external worlds of maya. Maya is unreal
because it provesit: incorrectness. Itis real in the sense of being
sufficient for all the needs or a man. Acting in the external world
maya manifests itself as two power attraction and repulsion. In
the internal world its manifestation is desires and non-desires.

Prakruthi, maya are infinite without beginning or end. The
creative energy is still with the lord. God is never atrest. Krishna
says in Geetha that if he rests for a moment the whole universe
is destroyed. According to Shankara God is both the efficient as
well as the material cause for creation. God has never become
the universe nor is the universe God. This may be one of the
points to understand maya. Brahman is all that exists, but the
differentiation is caused by maya. The theory of maya is most
difficult to understand in all ages. The mixture of good and evil,
knowledge and ignorance is nothing but maya. The wave in the
ocean is distinct from the ocean in name and form. Itis the same
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maya which makes the difference between you and me, animal
and man, man and man, man and God. This is that maya that
causes the aatman to be caught as if it is in so many millions of
being which are distinguished only be name and forms.

Ignorance, inequality and desires are three causes of human
misery, each following the otherinaninevitable union. Why should
a man think himself above any other being including man. This is
a bane on human nature, a curse upon the human kind, the root
of all misery. This is the source of a!! bondage, physical, mental
and spiritual. Maya, prakruthi, etc. are all movinr and changing
unfolding veil after veil’. Each individual creates his own universe
by bondage. The names and forms are maya only. All the
reasonings and arguments are within the limits of the realm of
maya. When our minds and senses are active we remain under
the influences of maya. When one perceives things in a state of
plurality and duality he remains in the domain of maya. From a
limited perceptive one experiences duality and plurality-Duality
and plurality are the facts of life. It lies within the categories of
space, time and causation.

The personal god belong to maya. It is the same Absolute
Brahman seen through maya. The absolute Brahman under the
control maya is the human soul. Maya is a non-eternal entity or
individuality. Brahman and maya cannot be cognized
simultaneously. Snake and the rope are two different things. No
one can see two things at the same place and at the same time.
Once the identity of the rope is established snake vanishes. Onthe
realization of Brahman maya vanishes. God made the heaven,
man made the hell for himself, itis the ignorance that converts the
Kingdom of Heaven into a veritable hell. One has to come to the
idea that his mayais divine. Krishna says is Geetha that whoever
takes refuge in me go beyond maya. But one really finds it difficult
to cross over maya even after Krishna assurance.

All thatis real in nature is Brahman. It appears to be varieties
of nature through the superposition of maya. Maya, being the
illusion cannot be said to be real. It produces the phenomena. If
itis asked how maya being anillusion produces all these varieties
answer is what is produced is also ignorance or illusion. Maya
destroys itself, kills itself by knowledge. Then whatis leftis only the
Absolute truth, the essence of bliss, peace and existence. Itis the
unknown knower, unseen seer and the unheard hearer, unspoken
speaker.

Work and worship are necessary to overcome maya, to lift the
bondage andillusion. Without effort on our partwe do not open our
eyes and see what we are. Scriptures destroy ignorance, but do
not teach God.

Krishna says, in Geetha:

udhared atmana ‘tmanam

na ‘tmanam avasadayet

atman ‘va hy atmano bandhur

atmai ‘va ripur atmanah

Birth, death and living are all the hallucinations produced by
the mind. One can see the trees and poles moving sitting in a
moving train. One can see moon moving among the clouds.
Everything in the universe is in constant motion. One cannot
perceive it. All these are the hallucinations of the mind Maya is an
apparent existence like a headache without a head. The world is
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nothing but a vibration of the consciousness in space. It seems
to exist even as goblin seems to exist in the eyes of an ignorant.
This is amarvelous dream of person who is awake. Yoga Vasist
Vasista says to Rama, In

In sleep all the nights are wasted In filling one’s belly days
are wasted Thelife as precious as a jewel Is forfeited fora cowrie
shell Oh ignorant fool.

No one knows what he does not know. Less the one knows
the more he sure that he knows everything in the worid. The
modern agnostics knc that there is no solution for getting out of
maya. So they teii us be satisfied with material objects and enjoy
life. They believe that the is nothing beyond the material
phenomenon. But here again there mistake. What do they mean
by life? Do they mean the life of senses ?r. sense organs. The
present life means something more than that feehr thoughts and
aspirations are a part and parcel of our life. This is maya.

The forgetfulness of our Divine natureisignorance. This gives
us the gurgin: desires in the intellect, thoughts in the mind and
actions through boo Prompted by desires the mind whips the
sense organs torun after the- errands in the world of their objects,
which together is called action (KARMA). Ignorance, desires and
actions are called the knots of the he? (Hridaya granthi) in
vedantha. Itis this knot which prompts actions. Man ordeTr toreap
the fruits of his actions.is compelled totake independent ! e under
various circumstances of uncertain joys and endless sorrows.

How did maya come to earth? How did delusion occur? Or.e
cannot expe an answer for animpossible question. For example,
have you stoppe beating your wife? Whatever may be the answer
the fact remains. Reaisi cannot produce delusion. It is one
delusionthat producesthe other. Similar to one disease produces
the other and not health.

The universe is acobweb. Mind is the spider. This is maya. All
the evils ano the wickedness are but the weaknesses of the
imperfect vision of the goodness. The more one thinks of maya,
the more is the failure of the intellect. The intellect cannot
comprehend maya since it is born out of maya. Maya manifests
itself as three distinct qualities, namely, satwa, rajas and tamas.
All these are in a state of admixture. The proportion varies frorr
individual to individual and also varies in an individual from time to
time Conquest of mind leads to conquest of maya. Knowledge
ends ignorance a lightends darkness. Even the Gods are not free
from the influence of maya

They also experience the duality and plurality. -

Emerson wrote this poem about maya,

lllusion works impenetrable

Weaving webs innumerable Her gay pictures never fail Crowd
each other veil on veil Charmerwho will be believed By amanwho
thirsts to be deceived.

Ail these effects of maya are hidden in the 16" chapter of
Geetha.

I wish to conclude by saying thatthere is difference between
appearances and reality.

An attempt is made by me to explain maya, ignorance and
illusion to the best of my ability and understanding.

Om Tat Sat
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