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C L N lyengar

CL Nlyengarwas bornto C Narasimha lyengar and Seetamma

on 19th June 1915 at Mysore. Narasimha lyengar was working

for Indian Railways, yet the two brothers, CLN(as he was
popularly addressed) and Sheshadri completed their education
in Mysore. After obtaining his Civil Engineering degree from

UVCE in 1938, CLN, came to Mumbai (then Bombay) and

joined the Concrete Association of India at first as unpaid

apprentice and then joined ACC Ltd. By the time he came to

Bombay, he was married to Kamalamma (30th May 1937).

In due course of time with his diligence and hard work, he rose

up in ranks and retired in 1975 as Senior Engineer. He was a

specialist in Concrete Road constructions and Highway

Engineering. He was the first engineer to be selected by IRTDA

in 1950 for 16 months’ intensive training in highway and traffic

engineeringin USA, UK & Europe. He obtained a Graduateship
in Highway Traffic Engineering at Yale University (IV league)in

1951.

All the concrete roads built by the Bombay Municipal Corporation

from 1950s to the early 1970s were taken up primarily at his

instigation and they were planned and constructed directly

under his guidance. He also undertook special training as a

fellow of the International Road Federation in 1950-51. In

recognition of his work, the Government of India appointed him
as a member of the study group on Road Safety.

He has also lectured at the post graduates courses at Roorkee

University and conducted several training courses in Concrete

Association of India for highest levels in the profession in

railways, PWDs etc. He was also a faculty at the Institution of

Engineers. Apart from this he was a regular writer to professional

journals.

His interests in sports ranged from Cricket to Table Tennis,

Billiards, Bridge, Rummy and Carom. He was a Wicket Keeper-

Captain in for university Team and also was part of his

Company Team in Times Shield matches.

He was an avid reader and had a large collection of books. He

was also interested in photography, cooking, music, specially

Karnatak music, philosophy and spirituality, and travelling

especially by road with family.

Social & Religious Involvements:

e He was on the board of Mysore Association, NKES,
Krishna Sabha, Deshika Sabha, Kannada Kala Kshetra
and held various administrative titles.

e Active in Astika Samaj, Bhajana Samaj, Shanmukhananda
Sabha, Ahobila Matham

Ironic twist:

Man who built the arterial roads of the biggest metropolis

Mumbai and an authority on road safety was paralyzed in aroad

accidentin the remote hamlet of Vijaywada due to an incorrectly

laid speed-breaker, sometime in 1983. This accident took a

physical and mental toll on him and he left for his heavenly

abode on 6th April 1995.

The Family

He had 3 daughters and 2 sons, all are married and settled in

life. He has 8 grandchildren who continue to follow in his

footsteps of academic excellence in various fields. He has 5
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great grandsons!

Association with The Mysore Association, Mumbai

CLN lyengar became a member of the Association as early as
1938 as soon as he came to Mumbai and became its regular
sports member. After his return from UK in 1951, he served as
a member of the Managing Committee from 1952 to 1958. He
was served as its President from 1958-59. Under the
Presidentship of Shri. Muttanna between 1965-69, he was
instrumental in supervising construction and completion of the
second and third floor of Mysore Association building, with an
auditorium and 3 rooms for visitors.

s 1
=

Professional Achievements:

e Member of the study group on Road Safety- appointed by
Government of India. One of the principal members of the
drafting committee which submitted an exhaustive report
after a country wide extensive inspection and enquiry in
June 1973

e Member of the ISI committees on concrete ever since
1947.

e Vice president of the Safety First Association of India.

Major professional contributions:

e Evaluation of Rigid Pavement performance with special
reference to airports

e Transport problems and transport facilities of Bombay

e Strength tests of concrete measures towards better quality

control

He was a part of the drafting committees on the following

topics:

Guidelines for control of access on highways

Type design for 200 meter stones

Treatment of embankment slopes for erosion control

Specification for coarse and fine aggregates from natural

sources for concrete

The family of Shri. C.L.N.lyengar is celebrating the Birth

Centenary of Shri. CLN at Mysore Association on 21st June

2015 at 10.30 a.m. As a part of the programme, a Bharata

Natya performance titled “KRISHNASYA DAASOSMYAHAM”

by Nrithyodaya Mumbai is arranged. The dance showcases the

lives and works of Haridasas of Karnataka, primarily Kanaka

Dasa and Purandara Dasa .

To commemorate the event there will be a Audio-visual

presentation on the life of CLN. The family also plans to make

a contribution to NKES in his memory.

- Dr. Manjunath

N
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