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MATRIMONIAL

Wanted suitable alliance for a graduate South Kannada
Brahmin girl persuing her MBA, age 26 yrs, height 54",
Agastya Gotra, Shravana Nakshatra, working for CITI Bank,
Bangalore based. Prospective parties may contact the father
on his cell no. (0) 9986314974

Alliance Invited fora Madhwa working girl—DOB: 20-07-1987
koundanya Gotra Qualification: M. Pharm Age preference 29
to 31years. Kannada Speaking Madwa/Smartha Byoys from
Banglore/Mysore / Mumbai settled preferred. Good Job with
Salary more than Rs. 50000/- p.m. preferred.

Contact :

Mr. Prasad R. Rao — 9833075899 /9939038734 /21630716
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MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited for a Madwa Boy — DOB: 23.06.1984
Koundanya gotra Qualification: B.E.(Elec) working for a
reputed IT company in Mumbai and settled in Mumbai. Age
preference 23 to 25 years. Kannada Speaking Girls from
Bangalore / Mysore / Mumbai with a good Job preferred.
Contact :

Mr. Prasad R.Rao — 98330 75899 /99390 38734 /21630716
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TRIP TO HEAVEN AND BACK
FIRST EVER ROAD-TRIP ON A ROYAL ENFIELD

Thisis afirstof a series about my little explorations, misadventures
and memoirs of my travels around India and elsewhere, starting
with my 45-day motorbike road-trip to Leh-Ladakh, the crowning
glory of India. This write-up gives a shortintroduction to the route,
terrain and the challenges of such a journey. In the following
articlesinthe nextfew months, I will be detailing these individuals
bits of the journey as | made my way around in the center and
north of India - all the funny experiences, unnecessary delays,
chance meetings and lasting friendships forged through shared
craziness and goof-ups! | hope it makes for an entertaining read

This was my second time to the heavenly destination that is Leh-
Ladakh. The first time was with a big group from college in a big
Volvo bus, avery differentexperience fromthe presentone. That
trip has its own share of memories, experiences and
misadventures. | will share that at a later date. For now, more
about my first ever motorbike trip!

- ok ﬁ = i&. -l:.n_“
I made this trip with a friend on an old Royal Enfield 350cc bullet,
a G2 model that he is proud owner of. We rode solo most of the
way, accompanied by other bullet riders we met on the way
sometimes. Mostly it was just me and my friend on his Royal
Enfield, with me riding pillion all along (I can’t ride a bike...yet).
I will, however, be writing only for myself (in the “I” not the “we”),
since this is my interpretation of everything that happened on
this epic road-trip to the Mighty Himalayas!

| started from home on the 29th of June, 2011. The journey took
me a month and a half, and | returned home on the 14th of
August, 2011. | took a 34-hour train ride from Mumbai to
Jamshedpur, where my friend lives. | started riding from
Jamshedpur, and then it was the bike all along...well almost!
This was my riding route:

Jamshedpur, Jharkhand — Ranchi, Jharkhand — Sasaram,
Bihar—Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh — Agra, Uttar Pradesh — Delhi

These were the places where | stayed a night. On the way, |
passed a number of other places like Barhi, Varanasi, the
Ganges, Allahabad, Mathura, the Yamuna etc. | rode on the
beautiful and historic Grand Trunk road. | stayed in Delhi for a
few days, getting the bullet fixed for high altitude riding and
meeting friends.

Delhi — Nangal, Punjab — Manali, Himachal Pradesh —
Keylong, Himachal Pradesh — Sarchu, Jammu & Kashmir
— Leh, Jammu & Kashmir

Again, these were the places where | put up for a night. On the
way were Kullu, Rohtang La, Darcha, Moray plains, Tang Lang
La, Patsio etc. “La” is Tibetan for “pass”.

Whilein Leh, | visited a few places like Pangong Tso, Tso Moriri,
Thiksey Gompa, Hemis Gompa, Tangtse Gompa, Shanti Stupa
and Khardung La. “Tso” is Tibetan for “lake”; “gompa” is
Tibetan for “monastery”. On these routes, we passed a number
of placeslike Chang La, Tangtse, Karu, Upshi, Mahe etc. There
were police check posts, creaky bridges, broken roads and ice
shelves all along.

The return was through a different route.

Leh, Jammu & Kashmir—Bodh Kharbu, Jammu & Kashmir
— Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir — Udhampur, Jammu &
Kashmir — Amritsar, Punjab — Delhi

We stayed in Srinagar for an extra day to relax and give the bike
some rest. On the way was Lamayuru, Kargil, Drass, Sonmarg,
Pathankot, Jalandhar, among others.

Delhi — Ajmer, Rajasthan — Ahmadabad, Gujarat — Surat,
Gujarat — Mumbai, Maharashtra (back home for me)

| took an extra halt at Surat due to heavy rains. Places on the
way were Jaipur, Udaipur, Vadodara, Valsad etc.

Through these few weeks, | experienced a number of weather
conditions like rains, cold winds, blazing sun, dusty tracks; |
walked, rode, ran and climbed, | took lifts in trucks, buses and
cabs, | rode on 8-lane highways, through knee-deep muck,
through streams of melt-snow, shaky plank bridges, and in
places where there were no roads.

I labored on, and proudly made it back safely home to Mumbai.
Atotal of approximately 7,500km on the bullet plus an additional
1700km on the train, | touched a travel distance close to
10,000km on this journey!

| am a traveller/backpacker, writer/editor, amateur photographer, yoga
enthusiast, amateur theater actor, and music afficionado living and
working in Mumbai, India. Read about my travels and explorations in

India and elsewhere at https://nomadicrhythms.wordpress.com/
and http://www.weekendnotes.com.au/profile/303164/
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