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MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited for a Girl, DOB-30.06.1987 Height — 5ft
3”, Kashyap Gotra, Qualification —-B.M.S. & MBA in H.R.
Age preference- 27 to 30 yrs, Kannada Speaking Madwa
Boys from Bangalore /Mysore settled in Mumbai Preferred.
Good Jobwith Salary more than Rs. 50,000/- p.m. preferred.

Contact : Mr. Amar G. Malur — 9821677543 / 0251-
2499869
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Alliance invited for Smarta Brahmin Boy aged 30 yrs.,
Height 5ft 77, Gotra — Mudgalysa, Qualification —MBA,
Mass Media, working with MNC in Mumbai

Contact: B.N.L.Murthy - 9892737118
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The Bharata — llango Foundation for Asian Culture
(BIFAC), Chennai, organized alecture by B. Herambanathan,
from Tanjavur on “The contribution of Devadasi-s to
Bharatnatyam”. Herambanathan is the son of Bavu Pillai
and Jeeva Amma — a dancer — and the son-in-law of
devadasi Doraikannu. The Managing Trustee of BIFAC, Dr.
Padma Subrahmanyam introduced the subject and the
speaker. She pointed out that the devadasi tradition had for
long been misunderstood and misinterpreted. A devadasi
was properly initiated into the divine order through
‘mantropadesa’ and they contributed to the moral, ethical,
technical and artistic value of Bharatanatyam.

Herambanathan said he was proud of his lineage of his
lineage of devadasi-s belonging to the Tanjavur region. A
few excerpts from his lecture;

According to oral tradition the devadasi-s of Tanjavur
came from Andhra Pradesh and were known as ‘taiyyalkara
kudumbam’ (family of tailors). Education for them meant
completing Standard V, enough to maintain a ‘dhobi account’.
They wre intiated inot dance at the age of seven, and some
seven years after they learnt a margam, they had their
arangetram. They were well versed in languages like Tamil,
Telugu, Sanskritand Marathi. Some devadasi-s have written
kavya-s in these languages. Attaining puberty was an
occasion for celebration that went on for ten days when
renowned musicians performed. A sadir kutcheri was
specially organized for the occasion. When the devadasi-s
danced, the accompanists stood behind them and often
wore a uniform. The nattuvanar was noit only adeptin the art
of dance but also in playing the mridanga. A famous
devadasi, Kamukannu Amma (mother of the well known
mridanga vidwan. T.Upendran), who was known for her
beauty, was the first lady to do nattuvangam. The devadasi-
s wee known for their abhinaya as they were good singers
and knew the language well. They were adept in kummi,
kolattam and pinnal kolattam.

Many devadasi-s had knowledge of the “64 arts”, wre
respected by kings and scholars, were spiritually oriented
and venerated in society. It is mentioned in the work called
Rudraganika Kavuhuvam tha the devadasi-s wre also
known as Saani, Matangi, Basavi and Mahani.
Tirugnanasambandar has described them as ‘sirridai
kannimaar’.

According to the Agni purana, Linga purana and
Bhavishya purana the appearance of a dasi was a good
omen. She had the right to coronate the king in the absence
of the rajaguru, and was given the authority to choose the
successor to the throne.

Many devadasi-s wre known for their charity and their
affinity to temples. Rajali Amma donated her necklace and
meltedthe zari from her sarees to make a golden pot for the

Fresh insights into the lives of devadsi-s

Mariamman temple. Ponnammal, a devadasi attached
donated money to carve a golden utsavamoorti of the Lord.

Some devadasi-s swept and cleaned the temple
premised, washed the vastra (cloth) of the deities, and
cleaned the vessels and jewels. They always wore their
characteristic note ornaments —‘natthu’ and ‘bullakku’. During
worship, the devadasi danced to the accompaniment of the
nattuvanar, mridangist and the flautist. She also performed
when the Odhuvar sang the Tevaram during pooja. Following
this she performed the ‘kudavilakku’ (kumbhaharati) for the
Lord before handing it over to the priest. Such was the
honour given to devadasi.

After Herambanathan’s talk, Padma Subrahmanyam
recalled how she learnt some nuances of neck movements
from Andal Amma and Viralimaai Annammal. She shared
her experience of learning padam-s from Mylapore Gowri
Amma, the last devadasi of the Kapaleeswara temple.
Padma also narrated the touching story of the devadasi of
Srirangam who helped put an end toi the sultan’s rule in
south India in the 13" century. The devadasi, when asked
what she wanted in return, replied she would die happily if
she were to receive the temple honours on her death — raw
rice from the temple kitchen and the saree from the Goddess
to cover her body.

Herambanathan’s emotion packed lecture had many
pignant moments. | offered many new insights into the lives
of the devadasi-s which need to be understood in the proper
perspective.

- Dr. Gayatri Kannan
(Bharatanrityam exponent, Carnatic vocalist,
with a doctorate in Sanskrit)

Courtesy: news & notes
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FAITH, FEAR AND BELIEF

Among many factors that contribute to success in life, the
most powerful one is faith. Faith is strength. Itis even stronger
thenreason. Faithis a mysterious power having a profound soul
force. It has a strong hold on the individual. One may say even
reasoning is based on some faith. Faith is the basis of all
activities in one’s life. Faith brings stability and security, without
faith fear and panic can take over one’s life, creating instability
and paranoia. Loss of faith means loss of hope.

Fearis the psychic weakness. Faithis the strength, fearand
faith cannot co-exit. Both are powerful by themselves. Each is
capable of driving away the other. If mind is always fortified with
faith, fear can never creep in. Itis only ‘when the’ faith is feeble
fear can overpower it. The intensified form of fear is tension.
Almost all people have fear — fear of failure, fear of losing
reputation, fear of ill health, fear of enemies and fear of death.
Fear and fate have no sway over the minds filled with faith. Faith
is a torch to drive away fear and fate.

One has to harness the power of faith. What differentiates
one person fromthe otheris not the lack of faith, butitis what they
believe in. Between man and man there is a clear distinction,
both in their individual mental attitude and intellectual grasp. As
such a set scheme to control and develop mind and intellect is
impracticable. Most of us have more faith in newspapers than in
an eye witness account.

The person lacking in faith is fearful and doubtful. Child like
faithin God and in one’s own potential is the key to success. The
river of faith is always flowing and one can choose to drink the
water and quench his thirst. Other wise die of thirst of doubt and
fear. Choice is yours.

Thereis ageneral misconception thatintellectuals ignore the
importance of faith, butitis notso. Faith has a distinctrole to play
in human life. In fact humanity cannot survive without the
element of faith. The fact that you are the son or the daughter of
your parent is built in and sustained through faith. You believe
your mother when she says so and so is your father. When you
travel in any vehicle you have faith that the driver takes you to
your destination. Countless events in your life reston faith. They
are not blind faiths. Faith does not have eyes, butitis the candle
whose light takes you and your struggling soul through the dark
alleys of life, giving protection against gloom and frustration.
Perhaps one may say superstitious faith is better than no faith at
all.

There are two brilliant definition of faith. One by a Christian
mystic, Joel Goldsmith, who says, “Faithis an entity | do notknow
until | come to know, what | believe in”. Another by Rabindranath
Tagore, who says, “Faith is a bird that feels the light and sings
while the dawn is still dark”. Faith is the substance of things
hoped for the evidence of things not seen.

Faith is an important factor that comes after certain period of
questioning and doubting. Similar to religious superstition there
is also superstition in science. Priests took up the religious work
as their mission, while scientists, who are the priests of physical
laws, normally follow what great scientists, Darwin and Auxely
have cited. 99% of what we call scientific knowledge is mere
theory. True science asks us to be cautious. Begin with disbelief,
analyse, first prove everything and then accept it. Some of the

beliefs in modern science are not proved. In mathematics |
theories are working hypothesis. In science knowledge comes
first and then faith follows. In spirituality faith comes first and
knowledge follows.

Religion as it is taught all over the world is based upon faith
and belief. In most cases it consists of only different sets of
theories. Perhaps itmay be the reason why one finds all religions
quarreling with one another. A mistake consistently made by
faith healers is that they think faith directly heals the person.
Faith does not cover all grounds. The greatest religion is to be
true to yourself. If you cannot exist how can God exists or
anybody else. Faith is one of the potent factors of humanity and
of all religions.

The closest word in Indian Language to faith is “Shraddha”.
In Shraddha mind starts with faith in something that does notend
there. The intellect pursues it until it is assimilated and made
one’s own. With faith one gains mere knowledge of a subject
while shraddha provides one with wisdom to live with it. When
intellect examines and reflects upon the knowledge to gained, it
metamorphoses into wisdom. Knowledge provides you with
information, wisdom brings about transformation

The faith in ourselves is the greatest help to us. If faith in
ourselves has been more extensively practiced, | am sure very
large fractions of evils and miseries that we face would vanish.

K.N. KIRTHI

No one should borrow other’s faith. If one is pure and sincere his
own faith will gradually show him the path. Throughout the
history of mankind if any motive power is more potent then other
in the lives of men and women it is the faith in themselves. One
will learn to have faith in himself during his life after certain bitter
experiences. ltis this great faith that will make the world better.
Faith in oneself will do anything and everything. First have faith
in yourselves. One anecdote regarding faith is often told. When
there is scarcity of rain the fields are parched brown leading to
drought. Every where in the world people offer prayers to God.
The ministers of the church and the priests of the temple were
called to offer prayers or do yagna or sacrifice to rain God to
shower rains. They gather with holy books and rosaries at a
selected spot. From the middle of the crowd emerged a little
pretty girl with an umbrella. When asked, she replied when you
do something in life with faith it will succeed. After your prayers
it rains and | have to go home.

| agree with you sofar that faith is awonderful insight and that
itcan alone save anything and everything. Butthere is adanger
in it of breeding fanaticism which bars further progress. Finally,
it is the faith that makes the lion of the man.

Itis very welltotalk aboutliberty, freedom and independence.
But without humility submission veneration and faith there will
not be any religion. One will accept nothing, unless ithas a seal
of reason. The other has the faith, what he cannot see he
believes. Both are necessary. A bird cannot fly with one wing.

Faithis a growing beliefrooted in understanding. As the faith
increases mind becomes more and more efficient. Success is
directly proportional to the depth of faith one has in himself as
well as in God. Faith that which stands million chances of doubt

will bring perfection. If you think that faith in God is doing favour
Contd. Next pg.
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When we are eyeball to eyeball with an incident that has
condemned our nation to the Gallery of Infamy, and when a
“hapless nude year” stares us upfrontin the rearview mirror, how
to do we bring ourselves to voice “Happy New Year!” to one
anothertoday? Indeed, the raping of the 23-year old Delhiwoman
is not just one stray incident of gangrape that has pitchforked us
intothis terrible plightasudden, but a steady spate of “scams” that
overarched the whole course of the just-passed year. By all
accounts, those “scams” too were nothing shy of gangrapes, with
politico-bureaucratic ganglords taking competitive turns to outrage
the modesty and integrity of their very motherland. The same
beasts of prey - and their litters - have also indulged themselves
in countless carnal rampages on helpless women, with all
impunity and immunity. Can we now, in all truthfulness, expect
passage of - and adherence to - any Rape Laws from people who
areborntorapelaws? Itis one of the sorriest contemporary truths
that brilliant criminal credentials command high premium in the
political enterprise of India, and is there anyone still unaware of
it?

As the New Year begins, New Delhi stands nudely in the
commonwealth of capitals, baring the most scandalous rape
statistic among all the metros of India — 635 cases at the last
“official” count. [Presumptively, ‘1 rape-every 20 rrdninutes’ is our
National Rape Rate and this day, India stands 3 on the global
rape chart.] India Gate, with its long-winding stream of candle-
bearing marchers, is today a searing symbol of all the “Gates”
that scarred the annals - and account books - of this country in
its post-Independence decadence. And the magnificent Raisina
Hill has now come to beacon a blatant citadel of crime and
dissoluteness.

Above all else, with “gangrape” spreading like gangrene
(the rapists are beyond therapists) right across the radius of
India, Ganges has made its way to “Gangrape” as the lead motif
ofIndia-2013. Woe is me! Whata comedown for a country whose
proudest claim to fame has always been its spiritual genius!!

India has now been leeched into a multiorgan-failed,
ventilator-hooked state, and ganghanging of the rapist sextet
behind the above incident doesn’t even scratch the sheath of the
“gangbanggene” thathas invaded and pervaded the very nucleus
of our public domain. Although legal deterrents and preventive
self-defence techniques are undeniably imperative, what is of
far-reaching consequence in addressing this rogue “gene” is
multidisciplinary awareness building at Ground Zero. And to
carry out this mammoth mission, none could be better qualified
than our religious leaders meditating and chanting for universal
wellbeingin their sanctums and monasteries; our spiritual orators
spitting fireballs at mythical Ravana-s, Duryodhana-s and
dispensing florid homilies from their pulpits; our literary luminaries
spinning outacres of print matter on a sweep of social issues; and
our film & teleserial makers commanding total control over the
mindscape of hundreds of thousands of families with their
“sensational” scripts. Society all through history has voluntarily
offered an overabundance of respect, recognition and reward to
these moral and mental mentors, and what is the point if society

From Ganges to Gangrape - A Himalayan Descent

cannot ask them to walk their talk and prove their mettle, atleast
in this time of its grave crisis?

Finally, to revert a while to Delhi’s “rape of wrath,” how do
we make sense of “RIP” to a ripped, stripped and raped young
woman?! Doesn’'t it seem downright insensate that our TV
channels are now wailing, “RIP, India’s Daughter!”? Let that
young woman’s trampled spirit spring up as the trigger and
rallying point of a vigorous new women’s movement in our
country and everywhere else! And, in our calendars henceforward,
let Dec-16 leap out in red-hot letters as Alternate R-Day —

S G Seetharam
(c_ta_rom@yahoo.co.in)

“Rapistan” Day or “RipPublic’ Day, if you will — in solemn
salutation to all those women who laid down their lives daring
against diabolic acts of sexual terrorism, womanslaughter and
all other shades of gender-hate blotting the white in our national
tricolor! (The first case that pops into memory in this context is
that of Aruna Shanbaug, one of the worst surviving victims of
male depredation known to history.)

As the ongoing Century enters its teens, let us hope for the
dawn of a new order in our ecosystem, where women are no
more members of a “second” human species, and where
women and men happily co-evolve as co-heirs to the grace and
gaiety of life.

Let MMXII AD bring a new meaning and energy to our lifel.

FAITH, FEAR AND BELIEF

to him you are mistaken. Your faith in God or Guru does nothing
to both of them. People have faith in the world, but the world is
like a soap bubble. People who say that they have faith in them
do not know who they are. People think they have faith in God,
but they really do not know who the God is. Faith gives you
strength. It brings you stability centeredness, calmness and
love. Faithis your own blessing. Faith is your own wealth. If you
lack faith you have to pray to God. But to pray to God you need
faith. This is a paradox.

To conclude there are three types of faith:-

1) Faith in yourself:-

Without faith in yourself, you think “l cannot do this, this is not
for me”.

2) Faith in the world:-

One should have faith in the world; otherwise he cannot
move an inch. One deposits money in the bank with faith that
same will be returned to you with interest. If one doubts
everything nothing is going to happen.

3) Faith in Divine:-

Have faith in Divine one will evolve.

All these three types of faith are interconnected. One must
possess all the three types to be strong and bold. If one starts
doubting he will end up in misery only. Never do anything half
mindedly. Faith is the great foundation to build your life. Faith
makes you full-faithful. |
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Dept. of Kannada The Mysore Association
University of Mumbai & Bombay
Jointly present

MYSORE ASSOCIATION GOLDEN JUBILEE
ENDOWMENTLECTURES - 2013
SATURDAY , 19.01.2013

6.00 pm : "Kavya Nritya" - by NKES School Childrens
6.30 pm : Endowment Lecture
Speaker : Dr. H. S. Venkatesh Murthy
Noted Poet, Bangalore
SUBJECT : MODERN KANNADA POETRY
Sunday, 20.01.2013
11.00 a.m. . "Book Release Function"
by Dr. H. S. Venkatesh Murthy
Book 1 : "Bendre Kavyada Kuhu Kuhu"

nors WY, IJonmdod wWouk, 3O JecEdome
W 35%975‘), @% 30:72{ 2RnBos o@ﬁ&ﬁ%’ja& Cjamad@oh Publication

Writer . Dr. Chennaveera Kanavi
. Bendre Smaraka Trust Dharwad

DHpOT TR BROTBT> BEIBRTBH IR CTTTONES, Book 2 : "Pustaka Mattu Navilugari”
2 oo = 20D o Writer . Dr. Girija Shastri

50323“@;5%{ BN‘MNO&QNQ{S Nd'%md ‘?))Qmé Nﬁea Publication . Abhinava Prakashana Bengaluru

FOTBTIT® 93T bd’es@)%%da. LIJT FONCSBT BoBBY 11.30 a.m. : Endowment Lecture
Speaker . Dr. H. S. Venkatesh Murthy

2. TOTTFF, DS VI JeTOTF, DS NOWD, B¢ Subject : Me and my Contemporaries
TQBoTTF, e MTITT, T, ¢ Toried WYmnRoNTT: VENUE : Mysore Association’s Auditorium
338022233). 393, Bhau Daji Road, Matunga, Mumbai-400 019

MSME 233 300t 3RRTee 3803 B¢ Song 7o All are cordially invited
BT [OTTTE BORTY, BRRTT. Dr. G. N. Upadhya Dr. Y.D. Venkatesh

Head, Dept. of Kannada Hon. Secretary
University of Mumbai The Mysore Association, Bombay
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Few Scenes of B. V. Karanth Drama Festival

e i

Dr. Rajaram released the second edition of ‘llliralaare Allige
Hogalaare’ book written by Smt. Vaidehi on Dec. 9th 2012.
Holding the book in the pic. are Shri. Jairam Patil, Dr. B. V.
Rajaaram, Shri. Umesh, Smt. Vaidehi, Shri. V. Ramabhadra.

Shri. Sundar Raj and companions presenting ‘Ranga geetegal u’
in Kannada on Day 2: Dec 9th 2012.

Shri. Gopal Acharya and accompanists presenting ‘Gokula A scene from the play ‘Shivaratri’ enacted on Dec 9th 2012 by
Nirgamana’. the Nirantara Troupe of Mysore. The play was written by
Dr. Chandrasekhar Kambar.

.

The President of the Mysore Association, Shri. V. Ramabhadra
is releasing the December 2012 special issue of Nesaru on
B. V. Karanth.
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Shri. K. Manjunathiah honouring Shri. Umesh.
Dr. B. V. Rajaram lookKs on.
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Shri. Amod Krishna Bhat and troupe presenting the
Rangasangeet in Hindi on Dec 8th 2012.

A scene from the play ‘Hayavadana’ presented on
Dec. 8th 2012.

A scene from the Marathi play ‘Gazab Kahani’
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Few Scenes of B. V. Karanth Drama Festival

audience

The ‘Nirantara * Troupe giving a ‘Ranga Sangeet’ programme
before the play ‘Shivaratri’.

Shri. Manjunathiah honouring the chief of Doordarshan Mumbai
for giving support to the festival by continuously covering the
three days programme. The highlights of the programme were
telecast on its weekly round up on 22nd Dec, 2012.
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