JeZ 3

$onehees
8,500 vRoesudenr Qo

Nesaru Tingalole Vol XXIV - 3

FORTHCOMING PROGRAMMES

12.03-2006 RO “=ng, Zomms”
%¢ : Shmet: edsacheds® JmnE
risgaznd 23.03-2006003 26.03-20068 =3
130T, BeslT BOLRTT Foiisees S

23.03-2006 =m0 6.00 nodn
“mOow b BB
Him Zod, Syneds
24.03-2006 ol 6.00r0:IR
“2,8 HodHn”
sizcon, DSonsed: S=Ebon
25.03-2004 noy 6.00m08ER
“30803> 207
donmoms, wonsad: asbon
26.03-2006
Sumd Toddes weri 10.0000% 12.00
2. tod e sornotads Joma 12.0000 1.00
Wotsgd Dol 1.00Dca 2.30
dorife3nes 2.30 0o 4.00
SRR 4.0000% 6.00
“HOTR, WY, 6.00 rickint

6.04-2006

The Mysore Association, Bombay

393, Bhaudaiji Road, Matunga, Mumbai-400 019.
Phone : 2402 4647, 2403 7065 « Fax : 2401 0574
E-mail : karunadu@&bom5.vsnl.net.in




e ——,,e,,e

T
B 5. 2. okade L onn DT TS T
i e G

*1 have looked upon life as one undivided
whaole. All aspects of it are equal tor me.
Without good morals, there 13 no good

eitizenship. Without culture, you can expec
no good morals. The most urgent need is
education for citizenship. | do not mean
anything abstract. I mean by it the ordinary
simple virtues which our people arc
accustomed o, honesty, lellow-fecling and
desire to be good and do good. The difficnlty
is in our people not being courageous to
speak the truth and courageous in
expressing their preference to a thing or

abhorerrence to a thing.
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#= Dr. Girish Vichhivora

S«l:nmhing heat of May. While a buffalo
can comfortably rest, ruminating under the
cool shades of a bamyan tree or a simple
villager can snooze off with his slippers asa
makeshift pillow, where can a Mumbaiite
find such solace? That too in the busy
commercial lanes of Bhatbazar, which is
always teeming with people and vehicles!

In such an ammosphere, there was a
man siting at the steps of one of the
establishments. He may be around forty;
with his arms around the legs folded at the
knees; his head was bent, leaning over the
armns; eyes were half open, FsHess: cloths
dirt; owvergrown beard; torn slippers;
disheveled hair; his pulled up pajamas over
the bent knee were displaying his rundown
state of legs. He was sitting amidst all the
humdrum, people shuttling around and
shouting, in a totally detached manner, If at
all & fhy wanted to rest its wings on his face,
it could sit without any fear. The man was so
lost in his own thoughts and desires that he
wasleast bothered by such trivial intrusions.

What sort of thoughts did he have?
What were his desires? His body was in
Bhatbazar, but his mind was circling around
the far off land ﬂfNaias-l:.-para, where he had
a small room. His total worldly attachment
was concentrated there. He was reflecting
over that attachment, and drawing in his
khaki beedi with the hope that in its smoky
circle he might find a soluion to his problem.
He had taken loan from Multani to buy his
truck. Mow, besides theloan, theintereston
it was also growing everyminute into a huge
mountain.

He had parked his truck for loading the
suppdies and was wailing at the steps. Having
given up all other worries, he was
concentrating on today's promise. It was
the last day to pay the interest to Multani.
Amount of interest was large. Pochets were
ernphy.

From the world of histhoughts, suddenly
he became active. Like a monkey, sittingon
the compound wall pounces on a plece of
bread and then sits on a branch ofa near by
frec to eat it in leisure, no sconer than his
eyes fell on a small paper packet being
kicked about by people on the footpath. He
pounced to pick it up and opening the door

GUIDING SPIRIT

Transiated from Gujarati : by Bhavani

of his truck, coolly satinside. His eyesshone
brighthy.

Leisurely, he opened the packei. He
wasn | surprised at his expectation proved
right. As soon as he opened the packet,
currency notes slipped out. Fourteen
hundredin all. He closed the packet and sat
quietly. Then he lit a new beedi and took a
deep pull. Commented to self, ‘well, today's
problemis solved”. Drank up a cup of tea in
a happy mood, wiped the sweat on the
forehead and wound the kerchief around
his neck. Fell into reverie, remembering his
small house, loving wife, young kids and his
parents

Oine after the other, scenes scrolled in
ront of his eyes. His childhood tantrums -
plans for absenting from school, smoking
the stumps of beedi with fiends using a stick
freely in a trivial quarrel resulting in bleeding
wound. Scenes kept moving. Green felds,
overflowing streams, thick forests, friends,
foes, everyone came and then came a
seene. His parentswere seen and the scene
stoppedthere. Wouldn tmove further. While
he was looking at that scene, his vision went
beyond itwhere he found another scene, at
first in haze and then clearly visible. He
could now focus on that scene. He became
a little uneasy, wiped his sweat on the
cheeks with the kerchief he had wound
round his neck. His hands too perspired
profusely and the kerchief became fully
wel What was the scene that upset him so
much? He was there In a comer of that
scene and in the opposite end was his
molher. She was about to beat him with a
raised stick. What for? He had stolen, He
had brought home his classmate’s pen.
Mother was very angry and telling him to
retum the pen. fhe didn't, she was prepared
to clobber with the stick. He kept watching
that scene and was lost in it Noise around
him woke him up from reverie.

Again he became calm. Spoke to self.
“Who says [ have stolen?” “If you pick up
something fallen on the road, how canitbe
called stealing?’, 'Has anyone seen me
picking up the packet?’, "Whose packet is
it?', “Whose money is it?". By the time he
uttered this, another scene came to his
Vision.

mench Borisined, Simarts - 2006

While he was sitting istlesshy, a customer |
had come to the next shop to buy some
supply. While he was putting the supply in
his bag, that small packet had fallen out of
it, on to the ground without that customer’s
knowledge. The customer went off with his
bag. That packet was lying on the footpath
with its face upturned. He had picked up
that packet. Then he thought again. ‘It's
true that [ picked up the packet. Itwas in my
luck, that’s why | got it. So many of them
went away kicking it around. Why didn't
anyone else pick it up?” "When the luck
favours, God provides like this in
abundance.” He was immensely pleased.

Again his mind sat on a swing How can
a cdock’s pendulum remain static? It was
keyed up. Again he thought, “‘What will
happen to that customner? He seemed to be
a poor man like me, Must be an employee
with somebody. What will his master think?
Will he fire him from the job? What will
happen to his family, his children?’. The
pendulum kept swinging. Thought wanes
kept sweeping. Just as the notes peeping
out of the half open packet were templing
and needed, so was the picture of the
mother clearly seen in focus in front. Finally
the pendulum lost momentum and stood
static.

Al the sweat vanished. He became
active, Guiped down another cup of tea.
Started smoking the beedi in great pleasure.
Thought “That customer isn't seen again.
Chances of his retumning are less. Whatis to
be done with this money?” If he spent on
any religicus work, it will go in his account
Butwas he really fit for that? He was thinking
ke aphilosopher. Finallyhe decided, There
is a temnple justinfront. Letme putthisin the
donation box there, God hasseen me picking
up the packet. Hence let me give it in his
custody’.

He sighed in refief and stretched out on
the seat inside the truck. But relief was not
in his fate for the day. Very shortly, that
customer came back to the store. He locked

extremnely agitated and breathing heavily.
He was very frightened. The man in the
truck observed eventhing from the truck
seat. He was now sure of the man who had

dropped the packet. He got down from the
truck. He asked that man what was the

matter. He had almost become dumb,
couldn’t speak for a while. At last he broke
fcontd. pg. 11)
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GUIDING SPIRIT

{contd. from pg. 10)
down and told everything. He had become
totally upset with the fear of losing his job.

After having confirmed how much
money, what were the denomination of
netes and such other detalls, he picked the
packet lying by the side. By then a small
group of people had gathered around. He
gave the packet to that customer and told
him to count the amount. That man was so
rushed by his feelings that he started panting
while searching for words o express his
gratilude. Again the truck driver came to his
help. He took that tearful customer to the
restaurant and made him comiortable. Both
drank tea together. Retuming the hundred
rupee note given by the customer in
grafitude, he said in a very casual manner,
‘you too do the same some time in future.”

Customer left. Having loaded the truck
this man also left. His feelings were mixed.
He was happy to have done the right thing
by refurning the money, but at the same
time was worried about facing Multani

In the evening, he pleaded with Multani
for some more fime which was granted.

That night he slept peacefully.
&
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