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{%)THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION, BOMBAY | (" oy .0 vour ponesmic
- FORTH COMING PROGRAMMES AND INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
Sr.No.
| g 15¢h i:::n 2004 Fri “;E:n:.tm of ?:I:M ll::,"':-I!Iﬂ:*l:‘;lll AT,
r rize ion pam. orl.
« Annual Talenis & Sports Competitions Held AUGUST
Folimedby TRAVEL
Special Ugadi Eve Dinner 8.00P.M. Terrace
Al s A0- er head SERVICE
Child below 12 yrs: Fis. 20/- Agents For
e = INDIAN AIRLINES &
2 2%hMarch 2004  Play Reading 7.00PM Auchiltaiem S
A discussion with the directors [ leam JET AIRLINES
mambers: of the plays presented by the
4 locz theatre growps in the recently hald REGD. OFFICE :
: 215, ASHIANA, SECTOR 17,
Rangachanya Shatamanmsa
‘1 ﬁ.m FEIE T:L mﬂﬂ'ﬂ :t-:d VASHIL, MAVI MUMEBAL
o g PHONES : 2789 1970°2789 1972
The following Directors will participate: 2789 2451
% Shri. Bharath Kumar Polipu : GRAMS : ALGTRASERY
% Shri. Ramu Ramanathan I
* Dr. B. R. Manjunath o e :
& Shri. Deepak Raiyadhyaksh ;_w 16. KABBUR HOUSE. ;
All theatre lovers are cordially invited bl s St LT
FHOMES : 2407 2084
Pooja & Prasada Vinayoga .30 pum. .L A
ormards
fr =)
Rang Shibir
Theatre Workshop for Children
"1' Like the last year, the Mysore Association along with IPTA and Yatr will be
| conducting workshops for children during the summer vacations. 1
There will in all be 6 workshops. The dates and timings of the workshops will be
as under: I
Workshop 1. 3rd to 13th May 2004 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. JEWELLERS
Workshop 2 3rd to 13th May 2004 230 p.m.to 5.00 P.M.
Workshop 3. 17th to 27th May 2004 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. GOLD AND DIAMOND
Workshop 4. 17th to 27th May 2004 230p.m.to 5.00 p.m. ORNAMENTS
Workshop 5. 31st May to 10th Jun 2004  10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
Workshop 6. 31st May to 10th Jun 2004 2.30p.m.to 5.00 p.m. .11{10.'.4_ Venkatesh Niwas,
Ground Floor, Bhaudaji Road,
Further Details will follow Opp Mysore Association,
The Workshop is open to all and registration will be on first come first serve basis Matunga (C_Rhe.) Mumbai-400 019.

Please ensure that your child attends the workshops!
Tell your friends to send their children too!!

J
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Granted, a theatre festival in a city that
boasts of some celebration or the other
twelve months ayear is notmuch of a rarity
Granted, the general response could have

Stray Thoughts on a Festival

& Ahalya Ballal

contemporany Indian theatre. Editor T.P.
Ashok gives us a more detailed picture of
the background to Shriranga’s plays in
“Shriranga Samputa - 1 Ayda Natakagalu™

been much more enthusiastic considering
the multilingual base. But a theatre festival;
dedicated exclusively to the work of one
Kannada writer, and that too in Mumbai?....
Mow that's something !

It is not for nothing that Adya
Rangacharya or Shriranga and his works
are¢ held in awe in literary and theater
circles, especially in Kamataka. With over
40 plays, more than 60 one act plays,

A Scene from the play
" Mee Mooyeyolago Ninnalu Maayeyo'

several novels and scholarly treatises, this
Sangeet Matak Academy cum Shaitya
Academy cum Padma Bhushan awardee
has contributed richly to the rise of

e

A Scene from the play Tve Swargachipe Divori’

(Publi : Kannada University, Hamgpi, 1994).
It is interesting to note that while the word
remembers Adya more for his plays, he
himself has said that since the characters
and problems in his plays would change as
the society around changed, only a few of
his plays would remain after him. Infact he
prefereed hisbooks inwhich he came agoss
a5 crific-thinker to his plays !

Many of Adva's plays were written at a
time when traditional society was opening
up to modem views and there was a lot of
questioning all around. The plavumight
himself was a Sanskrit scholar and he had
done his MA_ in Linguistics in England
where he watched many Western plays.
Professional Kannada theatre was slowly
losing it's grip and cinema was making it's
way into our culture. Hence Adyabegan to
wrile innovative plays that provided a
vehicle for thoughts while exploring the
possibilities of the stage simulfaneoushy.
Many of his plays dwell on the relationship
between the playwright, the play and the
audience; some exhibit his deep
understanding of the innate human nature:
some explore mythology by viewing it
through realistic lens; one striking aspect of
his plays is the deep empathywith which he
etched his femnale characters.

The Adya Rangacharva
Shatamanotasva Theatre Festival held from

the 19th - 24th of Feb. 2004 brought back
memories of his personality to old timers
and theafre personalities who were fortunate
enough o have been trained in the
workshop culfure that he espoused, while
voungsiers gof agiimpse of his playsthrough
different interpretations. The writer of this
piece had to make dowith watching only 4
entire plays and 2 plays in parts.

Tye Swargachive Dwar’ (Marathi: Dir
Ravindra Bapat) was a rather longish stan
to the festival. It showed that man's basic
nature remained the same despite changed
externals through 3 stories across three eras
with a blind man being a constant witness.
Though the production itself was
commendable inviewof the fact that mamy
of these plays were put up at short notice,
requiar Marathi stage watches felt that it
lacked the characteristic arip.

Mee Mayeyolage Ninnolu Mayeyo™
(Fannada: Kamataka Sangha Mumbai; Dir.
Bharat Kumar Polipu) put forth the view
that man’sintellect is asuperficial thing that
does not hold any real substance. Here an
intelligent man fries to do his bit for the
weliare of society by resorting to devicus
methods which finally backfire. Well-
designed sets, lighting, use of stage space,
believable performances from 2-3 main
members of the cast marked the play. An
improvement in the quality of acting from
the rest of the cast would make this show
more effective.

The third days’s play “Siri Purandara™

A Scene from the play
"Siri Purandarg’
Kannada; Prayogaranga; V. Ramamurhty)
Saw Kamataka's favourite music composer
Purandaradasa sansany mythological aura.
There are nomiracles in the gradual process

——————— By




of transformation of a wordly miser to a
total devotees of God by passing through
O the ntense turmoil of existence. Pleasant
music enhanced the experience of this play
from Bangalore.

Ot of context’s English production of
Adya's ‘Sanjeevani’ entitled “"The
Sanjeevani  SuperShow™ (Dir: Ramu
Ramanathan) tumed out to be one of the

SRR A

A Scene from the play
Yenu Bedali Ninna Balige Bandu”
most talked about plays at the festival. For
astart, the saipt featuring Yayati, Devayani,
Sharmishta and Puru in the tale of the efixir
oflifevas rerarkably altered and edited by
the director . The Sutradhar tumed out to
be literally the string-puller of the play as he
was doing most of the talkie part of the
characters, Real puppets, actors used as
puppets, caricatures, Bollbwood style pomp
and show punctuatedwith Hindi film songs
at the drop of a hat , Bharatanatyam bols
and movements , Beatless lyrics, a zillion
E-I:HJTL'EI effects, Ianw props, a girl enacting

A Scene from the play "The Sanjivini Super Show'

therole of pum, globalisation, ... youname
it! Adya’s plav ended with Yayati's final
acceptance of old age whereas this
production takes it one step ahead. The
Sutradhar (playwright) proposes to the Mati
{audience)who is very particular about her
likes and dislikes.

Finally after much persuasion and
sincere wooing the lady relents and all's
well thatendswell. The entire cast comprised
of youngsters and their energy was evident
till the very end. However people who had
seen earlier stage version of this play found
it rather difficult to accept the changes,
especially the all- pervading influence of
cinema and T.V. the masala of Hindi film
songs, the comic character (esp.Yayati) |
efc. Youngsters in the audience enjoved the
Super show. Yet it did raise questions about
the liberties that could be permitted while
staging a scrpt.

While the first 4 plays were staged at the
Mysore Association Hall the venue shilted
to Kamataka Sangha, Matunga for the last
2 days. Arfistes of the fine arts wing of
Mysore Assocation presented "Yena Badali
Ninna Balige Bandu” (Kannada; Dir . Dr
E. K .Manjunath) on the 3th day of the
festival, This play equates the play wright-
audience relationship with all its inherent
complexities to man -woman relaticnships.
Their were just 6 characters in the play-5
men and a woman. The first half had long
drawn-out arguments between the
MNatakakara and the Prekshaka whereas
the second part tumed out to be more
interesting. Good performances, stage
movements, dialogue delivery, detailed
characterisation, minimal and appropriate
settings were the plus points of this

uction . In asense, he audience got &
taste of what Adya's shile would have
probably been inhis time!

The last day showcased a Hindiversion
of Adya’'s all-India favourite “HKelu
Janamejaya” (Suno dJanammejaya).
Directed by Deepak Rajadhyaksha, the
production was put up by Avashkar,
Mumbai. Adya's play deals with different
human attitudes personified as different
characters and vividly depicts the conflicts
between them while simultaneously
commenting on the playwright-audience
theme., True to form the play did not
disappoint. Very interesting settings and
movements, enjoyable acting by most of
the crew, a man enacting the role of a lady
with commendable ease [ the lady artistes
were busy with shootings!) added. in no
small measure to the success of this play.

In condusion, here 5 a comment by
Meneka Hao, a 20 vear old Kannadiga
collegian who watched the Sanjeevand
Supershow, “The director has taken a lots
of liberties with the original play taking the
bare story of the myth of Sanjeevani and

A Beene [rom Lhe play

“Sure Jonarmefoy”
moulding it suitably to 20th century
CONCRTTS. .cuvus The play has managed to
maintain the impossible balance of
providing entertainment and substance in
equal propaortion.”

Dne hopses the same could be said of all
theatre productions here in Mumbai and
elsewhere. Meanwhile here is a heartfelt
tribute to that great luminary Adva
Rangacharya.

(With inputs fromMenaka Hoo)
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Tours to Historical/ Religious Places

| Frequeancy Fare

I;' 1) Dekhi - Yamunaolr - Gangoltri — Badrinath = Kedarnath = Delhi 151/ 3rd Friday 6,500 ™

!' 2} Delhi - Badrinath = Kedamath = Delhi Every Mon/Fri 4.200/- ™ i
3) Delhi- Agra - Allahabad =Varanasi - Gaya - Ayodhya — Delhi 1st/ 3rd Saturday 5700~ ™
4) Delhi - Shimia - Kullu — Manali - Chandigarh — Dethi Every Friday 4,000~ * |
5} Delhi = Manali = Dalhousie = Vaishnodevi = Amritsar = Chandigarh = Delhi Every Monday 5,500/~ |
6} Delhi=Jaipur = Fathepur Sikri = Agra = Mathura = Delhi (Golden Triangle Tour) Every MonFriday 12,000/~ * |
7} Delhi = Mussoorie = Haridwar = Rishikesh = Delhi Every Tua/Friday 1,200/

We are authorised to run L.T.C. Tours by India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) to employees working in various
. departments of Government of India and Central Government undertakings.

**  Includes vegetarian food enroute, transport, accommodation & Guide Service

Includes non Afc room accommodation on twin sharing basis by non Afe coach.

= o s e S

We are unning LFC Tours for all banks! LIC employees. All the above tours are by Super Deluxe buses, starting from our Mew Delhi office.
Also contact for tours to South India & hotel accommeodation bookings all over India |
Contact Our Offices for Advance Reservations : Bangalore - 2226 2633, Hyderabad — 2330 7858; Vizag — 2745565, Vijaywada = |
2578524 & Chennai = 2538 5253 |
nery D Lommn wmThaE Rrchondachins Zamith camrnecis Zewdo” ZooEtEd =43 2ncHEe,.
CIUCIRT TRrliE SoE, Uon D O0g SonEnst Bl WanlstRd oo One sootrtridd arbani.
HOTEL SOUTHERN / SOUTHERN TRAVELS PVT. LTD.
(Recognised by Ministry of Tourism, Govt. of india)
(CEOchd oo T 19 THhoBD TR0 muedts, %od nivd) 1.0mmns.)

Head Office: 1872, Arya Sarmal Road, Karal Bagh, Mew D-Hnu =110 005
Ph. 2572 2210,2 573 8508 » Fax: 011-2575 1308 » E-mail; southerntravelsindia@wnslcom

Branch Office: F-24, Dadar Manish Market, Senapati Bapat Marg, Dadar (West), Mumbai = 400 028
Ph: 2432 6B95, 2432 6688 « Fax: 2432 6688 « E-mall: southerniravels@vsnl.com
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OBITUARY

We are deeply grieved to inform
our members of the sudden demise of
Shri. P. L. Rajagopala Rao, one of our
senior members, on 2nd February
2004, at Bangalore.

Shri. Rajagopala Rao, who was
working with Air India, was an active
member of the Assaciation. He always
had a keen interest in the activities of
the Association and had many friends
here, who will miss him now.

Shri. Rajagopala Rao had moved
to Bangalore in the Early 80's after his
retirement, to be with his brothers and
sisters. We pray that they be endowed
with the strength to bear this loss.
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A Home Plan For Bette1 Tomorrow
Just Walk In To ...

i e

apoLLo ; ' Turn Key Project

» Finance Provided

» Run By Professional

Team
Location : Gokul Main Road

Near Airport

Registered Office: gl -~ Branch Offico:
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