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(12)
SHRADDHA- A LAUDABLE EFFORT

The Mumbai Eranch of All india Women's conference (AIWC), in collaboration
with SOS Children’s Villages Maharashira started a project called ‘Shraddha’ on
2nd October 1996 to help and rehabiliate the street children. Our membaer, late Smt.
Usha Jairam was one of the active forces behind this project.

Shraddha centre initially started its activities on platform No. 5 of Khar station
and after that at Madhu Park in Khar. However, soon they were able to get the
Education Department of BMC to allow them to use a room in the Municipal School
at Khar for Shraddha's activities. The children who came to Shraddha are those who
literally live on the streets or the hut by the road side/ railway tracks. They are victims
of neglect, as their parents need to go out and earn a living. Aho, stark poverty
leads to constant quarrels in the family and exploitation of children by the antisacial
-elements. In order to prevent this and provide a better opportunity for their children,
Shraddha is working.

About 30 children come to Shraddha. They are aged 5-14 years. Apart from
formal education, they are given non-formal education and allowed to leam
vocational skills. Shraddha is a day care centre where those children feel safe, learn
the aclivilies normal to the children such as play, attend school etc. and get a lot
of attention and care, which they lack at their homes. Shraddha does not stop at
that, it gradually builds in these children good value system, provides them healthy
and hygienic food and arranges regular medical check up efc. Shraddha is manned
by professionally trained social workers. A typical day at Shraddha is as under:

10,00 to 11.00 am. - Assembly and Cleanliness of Canire
1100 to 11.45 am. - Prayer, Yoga & Exercise

11.45 to 12.00 noon - Snacks

12.00 noon to 12.15 p.m. -  Medicare

1215 to 12.30 p.m. - School Children to Dress in Uniform
1230 to 1.00 p.m. - Lunch & off to School

.00 to 3.00 pm. - Aftending School

03.00 to 4.00 p.m. - Games/Poelry/Singing/Stories/Cleaning &

Washing own cloths

Counselling, Homework, Study time vocational
training ete.
5.00 to 5.30 p.m. - 3Snacks & Milk and then off to meet the parents.
Vocational training for younger children includes making Agarbattis, Soaps,
Candles etc. Where as the bigger children are taught or sent to Industrial Training
Institutes, Car driving, Wiring, Mechanics, Tailoring, assisting in beauty pariours efc.
The children are given identity cards, which builds up their self- esteem and alea
helps them in emergencies.

04.00 to 5.00 pum. -

Till date, over 150 children have benefited includes from Shraddha. Running a
Centre like Shraddha needs money. More than money, it needs volunteers who are
willing to devote their time and energy to these unfortunate children. They need
to genuinely share their affection and love with these children, which results in the
children feeling that they too are loved and cared for. This feeling awakens in the
children the desire to leam, do well and excell in all fields.

The Mysore Association has established about two years ago, a scholarship in
the memory of Smt. Usha Jairam and gives every year Rs. 5,000/~ towards the
educational expenses of Shraddha. Many of cur members and well wishers who
mead Nesaru would be interested in helping this noble cause, either through
gonations/sponsorships. Such members may contact the Association's office for
Sctads

“SHRADDHA” -
MY IMPRESSIONS

- Smt. Bharathi Prasad

“Shraddna”, the name itself indicates
dedication and commitment. Shraddha
is street children’s project of the Mumbai
branch of AIWC. It us eamest effort to
provide a good atmosphere for growth
and develcpment of underprivileged
children. The children who come o
Shraddha are all from the Jhopadpattis
near Khar railway station. Some of them
iterally ive on the railway platform. The
atmosphere they come from is totally
different from that of the children we
normally know. Day in and day out they
see s0 much of fighting among their
parents and neighbours, which is largely
due to poverty, drunkenness, elc.

It is now three years since | am
associaled with Shraddha. | was asked
to teach some Bhajans to these children.
The first day, when | went to Shraddha,
the children greeted me with a good
smile and aloud *Namaste Didi", | asked
them to introduce themsehves and told
them that | would be teaching them
bhajans once a week. Initially they
showed no interest, as the influences of
film songs were more on them. It was not
their fault. Because, parents- especially
the mother, plays an impertant role in a
child’s life. In case of these children, the
mother is so preoccupied with her own
problems of making the both ends meet,
taking care of her family, that she hardly
finds time to teach her children about the
basic values of life. | noticed that more
than any thing these children needed lot
of love and affection and individual care.

| continued geoing to Shraddha once
a week. |t took me some time to make
them understand what is prayer and why
we should do it It was very difficult to
make them sit at one place, make them
realize that they should live together with
other children by learning to share,
adjust and co-operate. Apart from the
love and affection, they needed individual
attention, which they lacked at home. As
mentioned earlier, their parents hardly
spent any time with them or taught them
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| anything. The children would some times
throw tantrums, become moody and
stubborn. It would then become
necessary to bring them all into a good
mood by taking a break from bhajans
and playing some group games or
“Antakshari” with them. Once they were
back in a good mood, we-would continue
the bhajans again. We as social workers
should have a lot of patience and good
tactics to deal with such children. | really
admire Sri. Pravin, Sri. Srinivas and Ms.
Archana for the way in which they handle
these children with so much of love &
affection and have at the same lime
taught them such a good discipline too,
Hats off to them.

Whether it was singing, dancing,
acting or drawing sketches, it was
amazing to see these children having so
much of hidden talent. It only shows that,
given a suitable opportunity and
encouragement, hidden talents can
blossom in every individual. As social
worker, our effort should be to see their
hidden talents are brought out and build
confidence in them. This can be done
only through close interaction, lot of love
for the children and patience to put up
with their moods and fantrums, The
satisfaction you get when you see a child
blossom is so immense that all efforts
that may be required by you appear to
be small in comparison.

An activity like Shraddha requires
money, no doubl. There are many
philanthropic people who support such
activities. More importantly.. | feel that it
requires committed social workers who
can give their time and energy to this
project. They will need to share their love
and affection with these unfortunate
children, make them feel wanted and
loved so that they will develop greater
self worth, greater self confidence and
belief in the value system of a good
society. Only that can make these children
become a part of the mainstream of our
sociaty.

Let us all get together and make
projects like Shraddha a great success.

o

THE STREET CHILDREN & THE ROLE OF NGO’S

The words “Street Children” conjure
up before our the picture of half-naked
hungry looking children, begging or
playing in dirt. So many questions
before our eyes. Whose children are
thesa? Haven't they got homes? is there
any one to give them love and shelter?
What is their future? Expecting for the
last question, the answer can be obtained
if we talk to these kids. The most
difficults anb pointed question is who
can.visualize their future?

These children are part of a society,
which has lost sensibility towards the
well being of their fulure citizens. They
live on streets or howvels worst than
doghouses, They don't know the meaning
of words like parental love. They have to
fend for themselves for their basic
needs like food and shelter.
Unscrupulous people take advantage of
their vulnerability and ternpt them into
crime and druigs. The so-called elite and
educated section of our society blame
these children and even hate them.
What is the way out of this situation?

Today many NGO's like our
‘Shraddha’ are trying their level best in
their imited way to tackle this gigantic
problem. It arises out of poverty, whose
biggest victims are always women and
children. These women and young girls
who have to live on streets are forced
into situations where men take
advantage and then desert them. The
mothers are not able to bring up their
children properly, in spite of all their
efforts and wishes. So the pricrity today
is to find work for these mothers, so that
they can look after their children. Once
the family begins to stay together,
emotins develop and the children also
begin to feel secure. This feeling of
sacurty encourages these children to
learn good habits and the desire to live
well like other children. The NGO's
working for these children have to
develop a two pronged strategy-try to
tackle the mothers and also work for the
educational development of the children.
This is not a small or easy job. It needs
many devoted social workers, funds to
set up the infrastructure, as well as
funds to help those in need besides a
broad vision 1o encompass various
sections of our society

This colossal problem involving
thousands of children in our country can
not be ignored by women's organizations.

- SMT. TARA SAHA

These organizations like All India
Women's Conference, SEWA and so
many others should pool their resources
and chalk cut a detailed programme o
work for these street children. They will
need hostel, which will provide simple
amenities of life, teach human values,
and bind them into disciplined band of
human beings. There will have 1o be
training centres for the mothers to teach
them skills and make them stand on their
own, so that they can take back their to
form happy family life. They can live with
self-confidence and self-respect.

The united efforts of these
organizations can bring back the lost
childhood of these unfortunate little boys
and girls. It is a known fact that the
government run homes for children are
nothing more than prisons. Hence it
becomes tha duty and the responsibility
aof all of us 1o take up this activity with full
concentration.
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