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AN INVITATION TO SCHOOL CHILDREN

Dear Children,

You must have heard many stories, read them too. You have seen movies,
dramas depicting fabulous situations. Now its your turm. Take this opportunity
to let your imagination flow freely. Put it down on paper in words as they come
to you. You can write in Kannada, English, Hindi or Marathi as you prefer.
Every story approved and selected will be published in Nesaru and also be paid
for with prizes. All you have to do is attach a recommendation letter from you
school principal aldng with details of your age, class etc. and a pheotograph.

Make sure it reaches us by 15th August 2006. the story should not exceed three
pages in print.

| Management Consultant, at Patni

MATRIMONIAL

Wanted a Suitable Girl Brahmin
(Badaganadu Smartha Girl) Prefered.
Aged 25-26 Years, Height Approximate
527 to 547 for qualified Working

Computers, Mumbai.

Date of Birth = 2h-11-1974
Height ibi s g
Badaganadu Smartha Bramin
Nakshtra . Uttara Bhadra
dth Pada
Gotra - Jamadagn
Contact No. - 25106068 (M),
9821452114
ok

Wanted Suitable Brahmin Girl / Widow/
Divorcee Preferably without any issue,
age between 36 to 4d years, for a well
settled Business Widower settled in
Bangalore, lygnar Boy, Age 49 years
with one son Aged 12 years.

Contact No. 08B0 - 57732288

—————————————— Ry
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I am couching this article, deliberately
in English, so that it reaches a wider and
younger audience , who may assess for
themselves, the core issues which have
been raised in the controversy over Dan
Erown's novel, “Da Vinci Code”. In any
controversy, itis not only necessary to read
all the relavent materials apart from the
novel itself, and related research on the
subject, in order to position oneself at a
distance for objectively assessing the growth/
development of Christianity, as against its
origins.

All the news paper reports, media
discussions are focusing on the issue of
purported marriage of Mary Magdalene to
desus. The nowvel itself enhances such
perception by projecting in an oblique buta
deliberate manner, the “Chalice” is the very
womb of Mary Magdalene, canying the
“bloodlineg” of Jesus. While this may add a
very romantic angle to a novel, thereby
attracting a large readership or viewership,
in actuality, evidence concerning any
purported marriage of Jesus to Mary
Magdalene is indeed very thin. It could be
more by inferences upon a reading of the
Gospel of Phillip, one could arrive at such a
conclusion. On the other hand, many
Gnostics (which originates from the greek
word ‘Gnosis’, meaning knowledge This is
derived from the Sanskrit word *Gnan’)
believed in the myth of mother Godess,
which had its roots in the earlier religions, as
also they believed, God, and Man in his
image, possessed two halves, one Maleand
the other Female, which made him complete
and etemal or immortal, as he would
rejuvenate himself continually. Many
Scholars interpret the Story of Adam and
Eve, in the story of Genesis, as being
reflective of Man when he was created in
the image of God, was Whole, with both
Male and Female components in him. It is
only when the Female component was
separated from Adam, he started craving
for Eve, in order to become whole again.
Gnostics believed, Mary Magdalene was
the mother Godess of Christinanity.

The story of Jesus |, is two thousand
vear old. During the passage of these two
millennia, which involves many turmails,
epidemics, crusades and Global conflicts. it
is but natural, facts, fiction and faith (3F)
have allmergedin to one, thus making, the
chase for the true Jesus , an arduous one.

' DA VINCI CODE - THE CORE & SUBSTANCE

During the passage of time, even the name
of the Saviour, has been transformed from
YESU to Anglo-Latinised JESUS. One
has to perforce start with the writings
(howsoever, ereditworthy they may be)
which are currently available to us.
These are,
L. Bible - a, Old Testament
b. MNew Testament

e Dr. Manjunath

2. Old Religions of the Mediterranean
Eegion, which were being practiced at
the time of Jesus

3. Writings of the vared sects of the
Christian Faithful in the early days of
Christianity

4. DeadSeaSerolls which were unearthed

during the first half of 20th century

Nag hermmadi Texts which were

unearthed in northerm Egypt during

1945

6. Papal edicts/pronouncements which
clarify the stand of the Catholic church
on the various issues

While Da Vind Code (DVC), aprioniatily
lists some facts, none of those mentioned,
actually relate to substance or content of the
ongoing debate in the Theological Research
Circles. The status and the ideologies of the
various organizations like, Opus Dei, Prion
Sion, Templars have no bearing on the
fundamentalsof Christianity. Their presence
only emphasize the ongoing debate for the
pasttwo thousand years, on the true mysteny
of Jesus and his teachings.

In the New Testament, although Jesus
had apparently 12 major disciples (by
Church’s own claims), the Gospels of only
4 desciples appear, Itis a historical fact, that
all the disciples of Jesus spread to various
parisofthe then known world, to spread the
Good word of Jesus. Itisinconceivable that
none of the remaining 8 desciples never
wrote or communicated their own Gospels,
like those of Matthew, Luke, Mark amd
John. Particulary when it is remembered
even these four Gospels, were never really
penned down by Matthew, Luke, Mark or
John. They were written sometime during
the 2nd century AD, by the disciples of the
original disciples. Why then were the sayings
ofthe remaining disciples notincluded? The
major question that is confronting the
Scholars today is, were these gospels lost or
deliberately excluded? How come only the

~ERCy dorigaes, mont - 2006

n

four Gospels of matthew, Luke, Mark and
John, which also speak of miracles, are the
ones to be included? Does it mean miracles
are a prerequisite to communicate the
teachings of Jesus? While none of these
four Gospels declare Virgin Birth specifically,
but only call Jesus either “Son of God” or
"Son of Man”. At which point of the
development of Christianitywasitaccepted
as a matter of Faith, that Jesus was borm out
of Immaculate Conception? While in the
New testament it is evident from several
texts, the group of disciples of Jesus, included
several women disciples as well, and they
were also Spreading the Good Word, after
the ascension of Jesus to Heawven, why is it
today, the Church and the Catholic Church
in particular, excludes Women from
conducting Mass? Finally what was the
Status & Role of Mary Magdalene amongst
the disciples of Jesus? All Texts including
Gospels agree, thatnone of the Male disciples
of Jesus, were in hiding when Jesus was
crucified, as they deserted him for fear of
being Crucified. It was only the female
disciples, particularhy the mother Mary, Mary
Magdalene, who remained at the foot af the
cross, and late buried him. It was only
Magdalene who later discovered the tomb
empty.

It was to Mary Magdalene alone, Jesus
reappeared and commanded that this good
word be spread. It was thru’ Mary
Magdalene, that all the male disciples learnt
of the Ascension to heaven. It is also
acknowledged that Mary was the closest
companion to Jesus and he revealed many
mysteries and Secrets to her.

Why the catholic church denies the
status of an apostle to Mary Magdalene?

Above all does the current day
Christianity’s Faith & Teachings truly reflect,
what Jesus himself revealed to the world, if
the sayings of all the apostles are excluded
from the New Testament?

Infact today, after the discovery of Nag
Hemmadi Texts in the northern Eqypt and
the Dead Sea scrollsin Israel, more questions
hawve been raised than answered, which has
caused a flurry of activity. Before we embark
on further Scholastic enquiry, we need to
acceptin the contemporary modern word,
if indeed Buddha, Rama, Krishna, Jesus,
and Mohammed are great Historic towering
personages, then they belong to the Saga of
the unfolding mystery of Human
development and the relationship of Man

(contd. to pg 8)
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Da Vinci Code - The core &

substance

(contd. from pg. 6)

& God. And notexclusively belong or owned
by a particular community or sect. While
every sector community has every freedom
io believe in whatsoever as a matter of
personal Faith, they cannot obstruct the
freedom of the Entire Human Hace in its
quest of tracing its own origins and route of
development Like Buddha and Rama,
cannot be the sole property or prerogative
of Buddhists or Hindus, Jesus cannot be
hijacked by Any single community or
establishment, only on the grounds their
senfiments are hurt. Today, none of us
believe, that any of the Scriptures were
faxed from Heaven.

Thus the story of Jesus is the story of
the Supremacy of a compassionate God,
who loves Sinners and the Righteous alike,
as against a Vengetul punishing jealous
God. It is the story of Love, Compassion
and Forgiveness even to the lormentor.

(ta be continued)
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