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Oh God! Children's exams are over,
Holidays have started, it is too hot this
summer. What to dof Where to go? No
place to go, No bady to call us. There is
no water at some places, No clectricity at
some places. Children will be either
playing in the hot sun or walching the
1.V, for the whole day, | have to go to
office, husband will be on tour, How to
look alter the children? How to engage
and entertain them? This is the plight of

but not to wormy. Our Association has

e “THEATRE WORKSHOP” Summer Activity

so many mothers during the holidays,

- Rama Vasant

Mr. Prasad, Ms. Sulasha Arva and Ms. Shaili Sathyu in a jovial mood while
handing over o bouguet

The puppetry was taught by Ms,
Shaili Satyu, a person with wide ranging
interest and experience. She writes short
stones for children. A good production
designer, costume designer, backstage
manager, she has worked with wiell
known Directors like Satvadev Dubey,
Prasanna, Prema Karant, M. 5. Sathyu
and others. She has staged puppet plays
and held many puppetry and thealre
worlishops. On 11th May, after the 10
days long workshop, she presented a
puppet play by the children. The puppets

{camtd. pg. 16)

Ms. Shaili Sathva with the group of participant of the “Theatre Workshop™

something  lined up to meet these
children's demand.

The Association jointly with IPTA
and Yafri has started a theatre workshop
called "Hang Shibir tor the children
between the age of 6 vears to 16 years.
They have 3 workshops of 10 day
duration each, The workshops will cover
vanous aspecis such as puppet making,

Collage and craft, movement, speech,

sound, skils, dancing etc. These features
are taught to the child in an enjoyable

manner. [t is planned to help the child in

developing its overall personality.

A scene from the puppet show staged by children on 11th May, 2003,
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T e Moy plaereading at the Mysore
SAssociaton presented fairly different from
e ones featured so far in the monthly
sasws. Beiieh dramatist Harold Pinters “The
Damb waiter’” provided an unusual
esperence 1o the normal Kannadiga theatre-
goass of Mumbal, in that it does not cater
enciusively to the “entertainment” aspect.
This one-act play, written in 1957, has just
o characters Ben and Gus, hired assassing
who waork for some unknown organization.
The setling is a basement Toom in
Birmingham. The two men are ill-at-easeas
they await thelr unknown victim. Their
“superior, again unseen and unknown,
issues instructions which they are bound to
follow to the hilt. They have noaccesstothe
putside world (no windows) and it is
presumed that they comply absolutely. A
mechanical dumbwaiter descends from the
kiichen above (manned by unknown
people), but Ben and Gus do not get what
they ask for the arrival and departure of the
dumb waiter only makes them more and
morne anxious, uniil it is revealed that Gus,
one of the supposed assassins, is the victim
himself. All the while, he was the one posing
uncomfortable questions, seeking answers
where none was forthcoming!

Like many good works of art, this play
oo may be interpreted on more than one
level. The situation presented is partly
credible, partly absurd and ends in the
vinlent invasion of the individual security. It
may be mentioned here that Harlod Pinter
is considered one of the leading plasnarights
aof the theatre of the absurd. This concept
[Theatre of the absurd) indicates the
discrepancy between human reason and
aspiration and an indifferent and hostile
universe. Many absurd plays are also
concerned with an rational human society
than with the universe.

Asalways, the discussion that followed
the reading session drew vared responses
from the members of the audience. At one

'MAY PLAY-READING

“THE DUMB WAITER"

&7 Ahalya Ballal
level, it seerned a confrontation between
the individual and the systern which does
not encourage or even anticipate dissent
and questioning and sometimes reacts very
violently. At another level, it displayed the
utter hopelessness and helplessness of the
individual fighting against the unhverse, which
isall powerful and leaves him with no choice
but total surender. (Gus, the victin finally
realizes this at the very end when he is
practically manhandled). In the Indian
context, this would probably transiate to
Sharanagati or total surrender of the
Jeevatma to the absolute Paramatma.

It is worthwhile remembering that there
are plays and plays. Some of themn tell neat
stories, while some of them present
“experiences” which are common Lo people
of all times and all climes regardless of
nationality, creed, gender etc. Many of us

have, at various points in our lves, felt
utterly helpless against unknown forces that
appear vague, sinister and sometimes
violent. In “The Dumb Waiter”, this feeling
is imiplicit.

At the reading, some observed who
were “waiting for something to happen”
noted that the play was too longand tidious.
Another astute observer noted that of the
two assassins, Ben the unquestioning one
survived, whereas Gus had to pay for his
i uisitiveness,

Drama, unlike other literary works is
more complexin thatitalso hasa performing
aspect to it, and it is not a simple 1:1
relationship bebween the writer and the
reader. The whole process consists of
playwright, performer and an unknown
vast audience. At this parficular reading,
one walked away with the feeling that a
larger audience would have definitely
brought forward many more interesting
and varied responses!
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| An Interview with Ms. Shaili Sathyu

The Mysore Association, Bombay
has been conducting theatre workshop
for Children since May 1st 2003. 5o far
two batches have completed their course
of 10 days. The third and the last batch
is in progress. The Mysore Association
has a long history of theatre activity
spread over the last 7 decades. In line
with its desire to establish a composite
Training Centre for performing Arts, the
Assodiation took on organising the theatre
workshops jointly with well known
theatre grimps like IPTA and YATRI of
Mumbai. The workshops are being
conducted by the experienced
professionals such as Ms. Shaili Sathyu
of IPTA and Mr. Om Katare of Yatn,
India. Abatch of 12 children aged 6t0 10
years was trained by Ms. Shaili Satyu
from May 1st to May 10th in the art of
puppet making and staging puppet
shows. Another batch of 35 children
aged 10 to 16 years was trained by Mr.
Om Katare from 15th May to 25th in the
art of acting and stag craft. The third
batch which started on 27th May, has 23
children. The first five days of this group
were taken by Ms, Shaili Sathyu. The
last 5 days are being taken by Mr. Om
Katare. At the end there was a
presentation ceremony at which the
participants gave a presentation on what
they leamt in the course. In the context
of these on going workshops, Nesaru
interviewed Ms. Shaili Sabyu. Here are
the excerpts.

IN: What was your first workshop like
and when was it?

S: My first workshop was some ten
years ago. It was with a group of 5-6
Children of the society where | lived I'm
very fond of Children and had been
knowing them all along. Then [ was also
info the art of Puppet Making. [ was
asked to conduct a workshop for these
Children. | just agreed to try out And
that's how it started.

MN; What had the content been kke?
S: It was for a period of two weeks.

It was not structured in the sense the
Children decided what they wanted to
dao. It includes every thing from watching
T.V, dancing, going on Picnics, Puppet
making, Story telling. It was basically a
general thing to do.

N: Did you then make it a reqular
Summer Activity?

5: There was a tremendous response
to the first workshop. 5o we made it a
reqular activity. The workshops were
more focused.

N: What do you teach in these
workshops?

S: Children leam to make and relate
to the puppets. The puppets are not the
string puppets. Children find the string
puppets difficult to manage. Also these
puppets are different from dolls. With
puppets, you get to show different
emotions by coordinating your finger
movements. The voice too is required to
coordinate with the finger movements,
Since the shows are generally telling a
story, the children are required to get
sensitive to the story, visualize it and act
it out before actually performing with the
puppets. All this forms part of the
workshop.

N: What do you expect from the
participants?

S: There are no expectations. That's
what 1 tell the parents too. All children
are capable of leaming new things. lonly
help them to be better than what they
are at that stage throuah a new
experience,

N : But surely some children are
brighter that others while some may be
more dominating. Then how do you fit
thern all in a group?

5: That's bound to be. [ make them
form smaller groups where the more
dominating and the bright are put in
different groups. They are then made to
help the milder and hesitant children in
their groups to be more active. Thus a
cohesive group is formed.

#7 Bhavani

M: Have you had workshops with
other organizations too?

5: Different sessions for stony telling,
poetry reading, ete. have been held in
different settings. | also had workshops
with children of construction workers
who had no formal education in Andhra
Pradesh near Tirupathi. But thisis first of
its kind in the sense that two organisations
are jointly involved.

N: What about the parents'
expectations? Do you inferact with
parents too?

5: The parents are also involved.
Certainly they are anxious to know what
their children are likely to learm. On the
first day of the workshop, the parents are
invited with the children. They are told
that they cannot expect their children to
become Shah Rukh Khan or Aishwarya
Rai. The children are not going to be
coached to become super stars. They
are just going to leamn a new skill and be
better than what they are today. They
are encouraged to be more open and be
able to express themselves. When the
parents see at the end what their children
have done in the workshop, they are
very happy and want o know when they
can come back again.

M: What are your other interests?

=: | write stories for children. I'm
interested in setting up a manufacturing
unit for puppets. I'm also involved in
theatre activity like stage management. [’
would like to stage full-fledged puppet
show sometime.

N: Would vou like to conduct more
workshops for Mysore Association?

S: Let's see. It's for IPTA and Mysore
Association to decide. If they request
me, depending on my schedule, if time
petmits, | shall certainly like lo continue
with it.

N: Thank you and all the best to you
tor your fulure.

L]
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AND INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

CONTACT
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TRAVEL
SERVICE

| Agents For
INDIAN AIRLINES &

JET AIRLINES

REGD. OFFICE :

=/ 13, ASHIANA, SECTOR 17,

VASHI, HAVI MUMBAI

PHONES : 2789 1970°2789 1972
2789 2451

GRAMS : AUGTRASERV
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MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited for Dr. Gautam Venkatesh
Kikert MDS {Master of Dental Surgery).
He is 29 yrs, 5' 10" tall. We are from
Kashyap Gotra. Boy has done BDS from
Dharwad and MDS from Moscow. Has
alsoappeared for National Board inULS. A
We need a girl who is between 26 to 28
yrs. Doctor or software professional, good
looking adjusting to the family also. Father
also Dentist for 35 yrs. Rest to be spoken
directly.

Contact - 2570 01512570 3736

TRIMURTI
JEWELLERS

GOLD AND DIAMOND
ORNAMENTS

Il /4, Venkatesh Niwas, |
Ground Floor,
Bhaudaji Road,
Opp Mysore Association,
Matunga (C.Ely.)
Mumbai-400 019.

Phone : 2402 3485 J
. o1
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OBITUARY

We are deeply grieved to inform our
members aboutthe sad and sudden demise
of our member Shri E.R. Krishna at
Bangalore recently. Krishnawasin his 60's
and was not keeping well for a short period.

Krishna was a very active member of
the Association and was one of the Jt.

Secretariesin 1970-71. He had been active
member of our dramatic troupe and acted
in many plays. He moved out to Bangalore
mid 70's and settled there. He had many
friends in the Association and outside who
will miss him.

We pray that his family members are
endowed with the strength to bear this loss.

May his soul rest in peace.
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Mr. Om Kotare who conducted the workshop for the
second group with the children

One of the participants, Marta Vishal Devadiga
receiving a certificate of participation from Mr. Kuldeep

Singh, Mr. Ramesh Talwar and Mr. Om Katare
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{...from. pg. 2)
“Theatre workshop” Some more scenes

Another scene of the puppet show
Thesecond workishop started on 14th

May and continued till 24th May. There
were 35 participants for this workshop
and it was conducted by Mr. Om Katare
of YATRI. Thiswas for children in the age
range of 10-16 years. The children learnt
the art of performing skits with their own
plots and dialogues. They presented their
skills on 25th May. Mr. Kuldeep Singh,
Hon. Secretary of IPTA and Mr. Ramesh
Talwar, well known director were present,
Both Mr. Singh and Mr. Talwar
appreciated the efforts of Mr. Katare in
fraining such a large group and the
enthusiasm shown by the children. Atthe
end of the session, Mr. Kuldeep Singh

Ragn. Mo, 04015583

e ——————————— Nen B, TELEET AU NEZ00E
T e e e e L e R W e ey |

Date of Posting ; 10-6-2003,
were made by the children during the
workshop  held from 1st May to 10th
May

Mr. M. A N. Prasad, Secretary of the
Mysore Association welcomes the
audience and gave them a brief out fine
on the workshops and their purpose.
Mrs. Sulabha Arja, a well known TV,
and film artiste, was the chief guest. Ms.
Shaili 5n1y|,: spoke of her experience
with children. The children presented a
few skits through the medium of puppets.
At the end Mrs. Arya presented a

certificate of participation to all the
children.

Children at the workshop sessions, rehearsing a scene.

presented the certificates to all the

participants.

Alscene from the skit staged by the participants of the second workshop

on 25th May, 2003.
Echited, Printed & Publzshed by M_AMN. Frasad, On behalf of the Mysore Association, bMumbai. Tel.: 2402 4647 -

The third workshop began on 27th
May and went on till 7th June. It had 23
participants in the age range of 10-16
years. It was conducted by Ms. Sathyu
for the first five days and Mr. Katare for
the remaining days. The presentation
ceremony was held on 7th June in
presence of Mr. 5. Doreswamy, the
President of Mysore Association, Mr.
Kuldeep Singh, Hon. Secretary of IPTA
and Mr., Ramesh Talwar. Mr. Katare
mentioned that the very fact that this
group had 5-6 repeaters which was proof
enough that the workshops were a huge
success with the children and parents.
Mr. Doreswamy presented the certificates

to the participants.
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