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rem# o Dr. Eamchandra Bhat

Material Science Divigion
B.A.R.C. Mumbai 400 085
DEPARTMENT OF
KANNADA : UNIVERSITY
OF MUMBAI
Certificats & Diplama Conrse in
Kannada (Part-time, One yearl
(‘lasses for which will commence from
Satarday, 9th August, 15997
Preseribed forms of application &
Syailabus are to be obtainad from the
University Departmentof Kannada.,
Appheations shonld reach the Tead,
Thiv. Dept. of Kannada on or hefore
rth August 1897, Further details can

Trept. of Kannada.
i, N, Upndhyal
il In-charee Head,
Univ. Dept of Kannada
Mumbai-400 093
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FRELE ﬁ-ng?, 2ot (D)
ﬁ@,uﬁﬁ,ﬁmﬂm@mﬂﬁqﬁm@ﬁr

2,3 REroicd B SEr S BANEC
denslag HoTie) XIhE, LU er ke
Sstma fhpremh 2T, et
=l marie HEmE dES Arena:
i i, sTrest. S A%
cemTndd. Theth LESRETEE
e el

s wEEms o de 1,000
At el U 00/~
Fawen wasnd ¢ SA A00/-
5 et Dedsrics merle S0 Adnes

g #pmass -

1. & oo TR ﬁa'_a&mm:
mrskAen efingan.

9 gdaenTd Emrps oD

moEmD RNs ENR dEs

rEny 2onon = =oERa
2 ol e pF i), IRnEes

s
pL S & o ::;,;,Eua mhe ® ST
- e

exdpeiins shes €3

s

lE_aE, E < o '_'.-'. =
1997doch s B m&w Ron,
Shnonacts ) B, s EOAYT 08, Bl oo




50 YEARS AGO-
 ANOSTALGIC
“ MEMORY

The announcement by Lord Adee
in the British Parament that India
would be freed from the shackles of
Brilish hesemony and grant of full
[reedom at the stroke of midnight on
the 14th of August, 1947 was qreated
by the whola nation with much eupho-

Shri Ramnanna is one of our
senfor memberxs. He has widely
travelled in India in connection
with his work. Here he is sharing
his maemories of the cccasionwhen
India was declared Independent

on 14th August 1947,

ria and a sense of fulfilment. Evernvbody
hind o vision of living in an idyllic state
and in a land of Utopia and everything
wolld be honky-dony in the near fufure.
s the D-day appreached, the atmo-
sphere in Bombay was alecinfving and
Mysore Associstion was no exceplion.
Every citizen, rich or poor, young or old
was engaged it cekebrating the historic
and solermin sceasion in belilling man-
THET.

The ong swailed day was hemlded
with special poojas and prayers at the
temnples and churches. Every home and
cottage withessed an unfergeiable serse
of jow and revelry. By 8.00 pom. on thet

sy everybody eucept the old nnd

disabled were out in the strasts singing
and dancing to the strains of Vande
Malaram. Evernyone mingled with ev-
emyone, pooar with rich, young with the
okl withow any distinclion or mhbibi-
tions. The singing and dancing and the
fesfive meod continued unabated il
the wee hours of the moming.

All rains, trams and buses crammed
wilty rovalkers headed towards Fort
arra, where all public buildings were
prafusely Huminaled and decarated o
herald the D-dav.

Finally the appointed hour was
wshared in armidst ringing of balls simul-
tancoush) in all temples and chirches
theughout Bombay and suburbs ne-
cexnpanied by fire works.

The process of transfer of power at
the lislone Hed Fert in Delhi 1o tha
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strains of MNational Anthem was wit-
nessed by large secltion of lorlumate
populace. MNot so jorlunale throughaut
the country whe could not witness the
extrm-vaganza had the pleasure of hear-
g Mr. Malville D' mello vividly describ-
itgy in his sonorus woice and in his
inimitable stvle Ihe onlire process of

transfer of power owver the All India
Radio,

lispite of the strencus night many
memibers aof the Assorciation gathered at
.00 B, next morning on the lawos of
the Association and lock part in the

Flzg hoisling ceremany,
— B. 5. Ramanna
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FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC
. AND INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

CONTACT

AUGUST
TRAVEL
SERVICE

Agents For
INDIAN AIR LINES,
EAST WEST,
MODI LUFT &
JET AIRLINES

REGD. OFFICE:

3715 ASHIANA, SECTOR 17,

VASHI, NEW BOMBAY.

PHONE: 76525 01 * 768 25 58
ToT 0902

GRAMS: AUGTRASERV

ALSO AT:

2/16, KABBUR HOUSE.

SION (E], BOMBAY 100 022,

PHONE: 407 29 84 * 409 35 73
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Alliance lor smarth Brabimin girl. slim
2] yeras, 5'-2 ’."i,, Utlarshed, Harithsa
Gotra, B.Se., Diploma in Computer.
Boywellqualifiedemploved, 28yeras
or balow, from gocd family back-
ground stationed at Bombay or near
by, contact phone : 711-432384 or
wrile o Box No.142.
Y

~

Matrimonlal aliance irvited lor a
slim Kannada Housala Kamataka
dirlof 24 yeras 165 cms, Bharadwala
Gotra, Flasta Nakshora, M.5a, {(Or-
ganic Chemistiv). Please wrile Box
143.

HEE

Hendsome dynemic saftwnre Engl-
neer from BombayBangalore 277
180cms, working at USA, smarth
Babbur Kammi  Brahmin,
Garngasainsa Gotra, cultural family,
armving India st week of Oct” 97,
immediately marriage seeks Tall,
smart, matching girl with BE/MCA,
please send Biodata horascope,
ready passport pholograph with in
eight dais to Box MNe. L44.

FEF

Matrimonial albance invited for
Kannade speaking carer oriented
Brahmin girl, age 27 years, Height
5'.5", Kaurkionwa Golm, Armchitect,
deughler of B, Manjuda Shastry,
Hetd. Trafficaccounts Officer, Videsh
Sanchar Migam Lid. Mumbai, from
well setiledfself made Brahmin boys
with professional qualifications - CA
of MBA from Mumbai only. Please
wrile Box Mo, 145,
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Bolore | vaite my reminiscences of
the Quil India movemeant of 1942 and
my parficipation in the same, 1 think |
should give a flecting glimpse of muy
family background so that what | retlect
upon could be appreciated. | hail from
a family of Kulkarnis from Sati, a village
on the bank of Krishna river in Athani
Taluk of Belgaum district in Karnatmka.

We had introduced Shri
Dharmaraj Kulkarni te our
"Neasaru’ reader in our Sept. "96
issue. He is the recipient of
Tulisidas Khitachand National
Award’ inits inception year. He is
one of our life members. He is
sharing here his own experience
of the *Quit India’ Movement with
the Neasru Readers on the occa-
sion of the 50th vear of India’s
Independence.

The Kulkarnis of Satti are known lor
their sacrifices in the shruggle of freedom
- almost thres generations have had the
privilege of participating in these na-
tional movements for independance. My
father Shamji Marayan Kulkarmi was just
a chip of the okl block inspiring us to rise
ahave narrow selfish considerations. My
mother Bhagivathibai, haikel from e
femous scholarly family of Adva
Juhag rdas of Agarklied on the barks of
Baime river in Indi Taluka of Byapur
districi. Kulkamis and Jahagicdars have
marrizge relaticns for the last two
conturies. | was thus fortunate enough
te grow in an atrmosphere full of national
|'|:::‘.'|Er'rH:-|. as o nrliek: faitl [xErnzaling
through leaming aptitudes. My mother
wag an aclive volunteoy al The 3i6th
sassion of the Indian Mational Congress
held at Belgaum in 1924 the only
s¢ssion at which Gandhiji presidad. |
was then a bvo year old child, My elder
rother Anantao Kallarmi along with the
countless number of people from the
'-.'il}age and the :‘i,]IT"D'.,EﬂI:]]F,g AreAs Weare
active in the Quit India Movement of
1942, just as our predecessors were
active in the several of the freedom
struggles the country wilnessed. Bom
and brought up in such a privileged
home, duby te the naticn was the maost
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natural instinct with which we were
imbibad with. It is against this back-
ground | came to be aesociafad with the
aquiit lrvdies Mowvementin 1942, | was then
a second year student for B.Com. in the
Swdenham College of Commerce &
Economizs in Bombay and staving at its
Stuclents Hostel at Kemps Corner close
to Gowaba Tank - the venue for the
mementous session of August 1942 of
the Indian National Congress in Bom-
bay and that was fifty five vears ago.
Chn 8 Auggest 1942, & frail old man
- ance nicknamed as “the naked fakir
by none other than, Winston Churchill,
Malwlma Gandhi - the father of the
nation in his radianl voice asked the
mightly British Government to "Quit
India", Knowing well that it was by no
means an easy lask, he exhored his
countryman towards this end to Do or
Die”, going a step lurdber, and knowing
fudllyr well that maost of the leaders would
be arrested before dawn, he askad his
coundrymen fo e an their own and be
their own leaders to act and activate.
The magic touch of his wornds
touched the deap recass of our heart - to
move and surge ahend irrespective of
{he consequences wWe may encounter in
our struggle for freedom. The lasl phase
ef the freedam movement had just
begqun - the mass was up in arms. The
entire nation rose as one man ©
demonstrate its unshakable faith in its
formidable to resolve o oust from this
sountny the mightiest of the empires on
e earth.
I was then an young student - barely
20 vears old faced with the challenges to
carve oul my own action plan and the
arca of opetation for implementing the
same. | left my college education half
way Through as counlless number of
others did and decided to proceed 'to my
nalive place Satll lo omnize the Quit
India Movement - keaping at the back of
my mind what Gandhiji had advised.
Sattl hes historic association with
freedom struggles where the young and

et T T
the old mingle with each cther to lorge
a united link; The educated and the
uneducated, the literate and the iliterate
the men amdd the women share the
permeating air on the same wavelength.
While my elder brother concantrated his
effcrts. at the Taluka and District levels,
| decided to concentrate on Saltl and ils
surmounding villages. In aboul 2 months
fime, we were an ovganized group -
some fifty in number - others, almosl the
entire wvilage providing the back up
sorvices we needed in support of our
activily incheling vigilance services -
who prewarned us of the approaching
police or the CLD. so that we could
rench our safety hideouts.

Our major thrust was on paraylsing
the Governmenl working, destroying
aovernment records, and properbies
such as dak bungabows, courtrooms.
cverhead cables and wires, the commu-
nication systems, post offices, mail
bowes, railway stations and milway
bridges. Looting of pestal bags, cash
vang and government treasuries was
also a part our movement - through this
was not a Gandhian approach, the
undarground leaders had outlined this
programme and we followad il in ils
lezlker snel spirit.

Owr first major operation was setling
o fire and destroying the Dak Bunglalow
at Badchi - a village about 20 miles fro
satti, A band of 15 youths - steadfast in
their resclve was all set to move. We
needed a tin of keresene which was
provided by one of our family members.
Setting out at about eight o' clock in the
nighl with a kerosene lin on ourshoulkder
and dressed in Khaki half pant and Kakhs
shirt helding a balon in our hands, we
almost appeared ms soldiers on the
March. We walked through villages and
hamlets reaching the target sight - about
32 kilometers at midnight. The Dak
Bungaleaw hwd ouard fast asleep, We
tied him to a nearby tree and silenced
hitn.  Shinilar wes  lhe [ale of He
Khansama. Once they were out of the
seene we sel oul as planned to sef the
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burgelow on fire. It was our first
experience of this vpe of activity - as a
part of our freedem movement. The
entive weaodan structure, the docrs, the
windows, the tables and other furniture
wias doused with kerosene and seton fire
- within minutes the flames reached the
shy and the bungalow was reduced to
ashes - the nearby viloges wole up to
this thickning flames ard rushed to the
sight. Qur two senfries on either side cf
the road howsver were mare alert andg
warned us of the danger and we tock o
cur heals before the villhgers reached
the spot. Back at Satti before the davwn
- we had a hearty laugh and a well
desarved sleap.

The apsration Dak Bungalow was
complete in all respecls giving us a
renewed cowage to undertake these
onerations on a langer scale.

In the next (-8 months, a number of
dak bungalows, post offices, postal bags,
raibway stations, cable systems, Village
chavadies were reduced to ashes and
the: news sprand like a wild fire and wide,
The Government could not swallow
fhese successes of the fighters and for a
siringent acticn against the omanised
groups. such as thoss of curs and many
others like us they become restless, We
had by now become & force to reckon
with and a serious threat to the British
rde. Mews of our expioits were regulariy

- published by all the kading news papers

of the area including some of the
Bombag papers. We sent reqular repaits
throwgh owr own channek to the
underground caders - both i Kama-
taka and atthe All India Level Just as we
did by way of sending regular nows
lems 1o Hw press. We had in fact
established from the underground cell, &
regular news reporting systam  with
codad words,

Bath my elder bother and mysel
being leaders of the omanized under-
ground groups, we had acquired a
dubkons distinetion from the govern-
ment a5 manufaciurers of arms and
ammuniation and suppkers fo decaoils
and criminals - serious crime framed
against s under 19F of the Arms Act
The penalty for such a2 menacing erime

was imprisonmeant for Bfe andfor death
by hanming. Ouwr aclivities had even
come to the notice of the British
aoverniment and a question was raized
in the British Parliament, The British
Government in London not anly called
for detsiled report our actvities. But
after going through the records, the
Indian government was asked te move
fast to book us for our subvertive acts as
they considered our exploits 25 a serious
threat to the Government itseli.

Thes the Government decided lo
act and strike at us - at an innocent
group of freedom (ighters engaged inthe
striggle for freedom lo et themsebees
free from the subjugation of the British.
The Operation Elmination was set intc
motion and no ene in our village had
even an inkling of the impending
danger. Even the pelise headquarters at
Athani and Balgaum with whom we had
corcdial velations did not know of the
govemimeant action plan,

The Government at the cenler
through ils special cells had mebillsed an
army of 2000 Austraban milian person-
nel. They reached Saiti during the wee
hours and enclrcled the entire villge nol
allowing even a soul ko move out even
if it were for answering a nature’s call. So
cvarwhehning was the militsy opera-
tians, the villagets were taken a back by
suprise, Yet even under provocation
they mainlained their ccol. House to
house search was undertaken queshion-
iy the old and the young alike not
sparing even the aged and the indinned.
They reached my howsz along with the
village Patil for lidentification, My father
relaxing on the jholla was confronted
with theeaten poses and the bavonat
pointinng towards his throat. They ashad
him to surrender his bavo sons or gwe
datailk of their where abouts and the
hiding Placa. My latier was a seEgoe
man down to earth. He pleaded his
inability o help them out ard the |agies
mepeabing the same whal iy fanthper brad
szid to the high ranking militare officers.
Aller vigurows searches they weare
disappointed. They made their refreat
some lime in the afterneon - tharauaghhy
dishearlened, defected and deflated. 1t s

during this Military operations -I.ﬁsting'
about the whele day. We were in our

‘own village - about 15 of us al

underground. soldiers wanted by the
police with the warmants hanging over
our heads. If one is familier with the
topography of Satti, vou will find that
maost of our houses particularky those of
the Bullkarnis our uncles and cousing -
about a dogen in number, are linked by
a cammen wall with built in doors to
meve from one hewse (o the other. We
were campihg at our outhouse - a
soparite wing by Hsell once used as
catfle shed. When the military was al Uwe
entrance of my housa we had moved to
the adjoining bowe through the inbuilt
doar and when the military moved o the
nexl house, we were back in cur own
outhhouse.

This incident instead of unnerving
1, instilled & new sense of enfhusingm in
s for further action. In subsequent
operations howewer the military sue-
ceadad in entching us red handed when
we were about to set on fire to the
Kudehi Raihvay Station benween iMiraj &
Belgaum duing broad daylight when
the oap bebwesn two trains was most
corveniant to undertake this epemlicn,
The military however over took us and
armested most of our group members. |
was howaver hucky and escaped the
arrest by hiding myself in a nearby sugar
plantation, where | was fully protected
by the plantation cwners.Left alone |
efurned to Bombay ta rejoin my sollage
after an absenice of twe voars, only to ba
turnied oul of the college premises by the
pro-British Principal

Howewver, | pursued my  further
education in Ahmedabad while 1 was
wedergrorne] with the help and ass's-
tarice from z2ame of the national leaders
and came out in the opan when the
govarmnment withdrew all the cases
agaimst me for back of svidence

As [ sit back and think of those days
= | Feal that we werz fortunote enough
o participate in the countny’s struggle
for  freedom AN experience
unfathomable in its depth and unforget-
Iable n its swesp. &
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