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THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION,
BOMBAY
Some of the forthcoming
attractions!!!

In August

The Mysore Association, Bombay
&

Karnataka Shilpakala Academy
Present
A live demonstration of Shilpakala
by
Well known artists from Kamataka

at the Mysore Association, Bombay
from 15th August 2003

In September

During the Shri Swama Gowri &
Shri Mahaganapathi Pooja
Music Festival of
upcoming young talents
from 15t to 7th September 2003
In October

An advanced workshop on
the rare compositions of Mysore
vasudevacharya
tor music teachers and senicr music
students

Conducted by

Ganakala Bhushana
Vidwan R.K. Padmanabha

from Bangalore

From 6th to 13th October 2003

Two Kannada Plays by
Prayogaranga of Bangalore
on 17th & 18th October 2003

In Movember

An Advanced Workshop on
the rare composilions of
Shri Jayachamaraja wodeyar
for music teachers and senior

music students
Conducted by
Ganakalashri Vidushi
Dr. Sukanya Prabhakar
from Mysore
from 9th to 16th November 2003

,ﬁ@ﬁ@, THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION, BOMBAY 3
'%&ﬁ FORTH COMING PROGRAMMES
Date ™ Programme Time Venue
15t July 03 Weekdy Ganapathi Pooja 7.30 p.m Ground Floor
Ganapah Sahazra Nama Archane
Prasada Viniyoga
Sevartha R 25/
16th July 03 Sankashia Chaturthi Ganapathi Pooia
Ganapafhi Sahasra Mama Archane T30 pm CEround Floor
Prasada Vinyoga
Sevartha Rs.51/-
Z2nd July 03 Weakly Ganapathi Pooja 7.30p.m Ground Floar
Ganapali Sahasra Nama Archane
Prasada Viniyoga
Sevartha Rs. 25/-
28th July 03 Play Reading T.00p.m Audilonum
by Kalka Madbyam, Thane 2nd Floor
Kannada Play “Jagannath Vistal”
Written by Keshav Muthakc
Zath July 03 Weekiy Ganapathi Pocia
Ganapathi Sahasra Nama Archane 7.30p.m Ground Floor
Prazada Vinhioga
Sevartha Rs.25/-
O5th Apgust 03 Weekly Ganapathi Pooga
Ganapathi Sahasra Nama Archana 7-30p.m Grownd Floor
Prasada Vinfyoga
Sevartha Fs 25
12th August 03 Weekly Ganapathi Pocia
Ganapathi Sahasra Nama Archane T.30p.m Grownd Fleor
Frasada Vinyoga
e Sevartha Rs.25/-
S
[ FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC ;?I

ALSD AT :

———

AND INTERMATIOMNAL |
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS |

Agents For
INDIAN AIRLINES &

JET AIRLINES

REGD. OFFICE :

af 13, ASHIARA, SECTOR 17,

YASHI, HAVI MUMBAI

FIIONES : 2732 1970°2789 1972
L7859 24351

jl URAMS : AUGTHRASERY

2716, KABBUR HOUSE,
SIOM (E). MUMBAI-$00 022, !
PHONES : 2407 29842809 3573

2407 7750 I

—— Y,

CONTACT

AUGUST
TRAVEL
SERVICE

TRIMURTI

JEWELLERS

|
| GOLD AND DIAMOND
‘ ORNAMENTS

460/4, Venkatesh Niwas,
Ground Floor,
Bhaudaji Road,
Opp Mysore Association,
Matunga (C.Rly.)
Mumbai-400 019.

| Phone : 2402 3485
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When onethinks of Indian murals, one
thinks of the Ajanta caves carved out of
velcanic rock in the Maharashira plateau.
Discovered in the early 19th century by
tiger-hunting British soldiers, the paintings
date back to the earlier part of the Golden
Age of the Mauryan Empire. The 30 eaves
of Ajanta , some unfinished, span a period
of 300 years and contain numerous images
of the Buddha, the Bodhisattva and the
Jatakas,

During the fourth century AD, in a
remote valley in western India, werk began
on e Ajanta caves to create a complex of
Buddhistmonasteriesand prayer halls. The
sculptor-monks who lived here during the
months of rain also took upa novel exercise
of painting large tempera murals on the
walls of the caves. The walls and ceilings
were paintedwith freseoes invibrant mineral
colours. The Buddhist monks employed
artists who turned the stone walls into
picture books of the Buddha's life and
teachings. In their range of time and
treatment, the paintings at Ajanta are a
panorama of life in ancient India and could
well be studied for a description of the
culiure of those times — the architectural
details of builldings, the variety of textiles
used for the different purposes, hair siyles,
omaments and jewellery, famiy life, court
scenes, sireet scenes, musicians and their
instruments, and lora and fauna, The artists
applied mud plasterin two coats — arough
one to fill in the pores of the recks, followed
by a final coat of lime plaster over it. The
painting was done in stages. The oulline
was donein red ochre, and then the colours
appled and the contours renewed inbrown,
deep red or black. The pigments for the
paints were acquired from local volcanic
rocks, with the exception of lamp black
However, the artisis used animal glue and
vegetable gum, which caused the paintings
to suffer from insects, blistering and flaking,
In the later paintings, the contours of the
Rgures stand out beldly, due to the use of
deep colour washes, Facial expressions
were highlighted by patches oflight colours.

— |

AJANTA - MURAL MAGIC

The human and animal forms show a
varety of graceful poses. Various methads
were used 1o create the illusion of depth.
The styles of the later murals reveals a
merging of two streams of art, the
Satavahana of Andhra and the Gupta art of
Morth India.

The paintings of these caves are
characterised bya balanced colour scheme,
effective composition, fine shading,
suppleness and sensitive rmodeling of figures,
bold and faulless sutline, dedicated artistic
and kdealised (though never unnatural)
bodily features, and women in all
conceivable moods and poses. The finest of
the Ajanta paintings exhibit an amazing
technical skill, feriility of invention, and a
power of expressing high religious ideals
unsurpassed in any art. The compositions
of the paintings consist of various basic
elements. The pictures here do not have a
frame and they overllow from one wall 1o
another. Since the available space was not
restricted, it allowed the artists to compase
forms in a variety of ways, both horizontally
and vertically. The linear elements of the
waorks are very impressive, as is the skiliul
use of the controlled natural Bght inside the
caves, The light in the interior of the caves
is very dim and it takes a while t0 become
accustorned to the darkness. The groups of
figures are painted in a lighter tone on a
darker red, green or brown background,
and are therefore seen first

Although tucked away deep within the
folds of the hills, the sanctuaries are
ilurninated by natural light for some part of
the day. Using metal mirors to veflect
sunlight into the inner recesses, monks and
artists painted the wonderful frescoes that
ghow on these walls. These were in a fairdy
good state when the caves were first
discovered, bt have deteriorated over the
years with dampness and exposure to ever
mncreasing numbers of tourists every year,
Still, in caves 1. 2, 16 and 17, you can see
some undamaged portions of frescoes that
arevibrantandclear. Incave 1, forinstance,
there are the Boddhisatva Padmapani, the

golden figure of Avalokiteswara, the dark
princess, and the lvely panel of a dancing
girland musicians. Cave 19 has an eloquent
and moving image of the Buddha with a
begging bowl, asking his wife and son for
1

A court scene in cave 1, featuring a
bearded man in a fur-immed hat and
boots, surrounded by attendants. is believed
todepictthe reception of a Persian embassy
at the Chalukya court From this vast
collection of classical Indian art sprang the
style that travelled out with Buddhism 1o
many parts of theworld. Buddhist paintings
in Sigiriya in Sri Lanka, Bamiyan in
Afghanistan, Tibet. Nepal, Chinaand Japan
all race their origins to the classic mode first
expressed in the Ajanta frescoes.

Courtesy: Indiancanvas.com
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TERRACOTTA

The art of modelling terracotta items
was prevalent during the Indus Valley
Civilization. Nearly everyarchaeological site,
from Harappa onwards, has preduced many
a terracotta object. While some of these
items are crude, others are examples of fine
workmanship and beauty. Crude baked
clay figures of goddesses, apparently early
forms of Durga, worshipped by the lower
elasses before Herin clusion in the orthodox
panthecn is a common finding and bear
similarities with the other goddess figures of
Harappa. In fact, baked clay figures of the
mother and child, a type rare in sculpture,
obtained from these sites suagest offerings
made by childless women while numerous
figures of couples, reminiscent of those
found in cave temple sculpture and paintings,
are assumed to be charms of a happy
MATIAGE.

West Bengal in India is famed for the
terracotia items produced in the Bankura
district. Many terracotta craftsmen devole
their skills solely to sculpting, considering
themselves superior to vessel making potters.
For centuries these craftsmen were
employed in making elaborate terracolta
bricks used lo cover the surfaces of classical
Bengali temples, their moulded products
depicting the godsand scenes of daily life as
well as displaving decorative molifs. But
once their velihood was threatened by
contemporary concrete temple architeciure,
these sculptors concentrated on Hgurative
works, examples of which may be found in
our crafts galleny.

Although these fiqurative worlks blending
technical skill and artistic expertise are not
made on the potter’s wheel, this age-old
craft avails of the process of firing. Belore
firing, the colour of the clayis usually gray.
Following the process of firing at high
temperature, it tums Indian red. Usually,
modelling tools made from bamboo are
used to make these figurative works and
account for the varied shapes, sizes and
dimensions, The end product, bereft of any
additional colours, exudes a feel of the soll

INDIAN CRAFTS - TERRACOTTA & POTTERY

and that is what makes it all the more
alluring. The items are fragile and should be
handled with care. From time to time, they
can be washed with plain water.

POTTERY

Potters havean interesting origin. Hindu
mythology has it that when Shiva wanted io
marry Parvati, in order for their mamiage o
be blessed, they had to be mamied between
the cauri{earthen pots that stand in the four
comers around a Hindu groom and bride
during thelr wedding).

So Shiva asked Prajapati, the Lord of
Creativity, tomake him these pots. Prajapat
agreed, but said he had no tools with which
to make them. Shiva gave his sudarshan
chakra (sacred discus) to form the wheel
his trishula {trident) to be used as the fuming
gtick and rubbed some of the skin from his
body to make the clay; from his head he
plucked one strand of halr to be used as the
string that cuts the clay from the wheel

His trishula or club for beating demons
became the mallet for shaping the clay
Parvati, on her part, gave some of her blood
to decorate the pots with red Prajapati
madle the sacred caur and Shiva and Parvat
were marmied. So pleased was the couple by
this creation that Shiva decreed that the
descendants of Prajapati would be the
makers of earthen vessels (kumbhas) and
would be known as kumbharas (makers of
pots)or potters. Today, each polter working
in India irrespective of geographical. social,
language and custom barriers believes that
he descends directly from this one source,
Prajapati, the first potter created by the
gods. And, they still carmy the god ‘s name;
prajapati,

While some of them continue to provide
vessels and sculptures that most Indians
believe are necessary for maintaining healthy
lives, there are those who have branched
out to give expression to a slighthy ditferent
form of terracotta called black potieny,

These glossy black terracotia pols are
usuallymade in Uttar Pradesh. Before firing,
the colour of the day s gray. t B coated with

bamak or filtered clay lollowing which it is
subject to a process of firing inside a covered
chamber, In thelast stages of firing, cowdung
cake is Inserted so as to generate smoke.
Onee the mould of day absorbs the smoke,
it turns black. This is then rotated on the
potter' swheel for a second ime while being
simultanecushy polished by Agate, a semi-
precious stone. That gives the pot a glossy
texture.

These products are essentially eco-
friendly and biodegradable. But fragile as
they are, they should be handled with care.
They can be washed with plain water from
time to time.

The raditional potters of West Bengal
belong to a specific craft caste, the
Kumbharas or the pot makers. The few
exceptions are a few Muslim potterslningin
the Murshidabad district. The clayis oblained
froym rivers, ponds orquarried from pits anc
ditches In the forest fields. Often clay from
two or three different places is mixed to get
a betier day body. The pots are fired in
simple open pit kilns. The firing takes fourto
frve hours.

The Kumbharas or the village potters
supply domestic as well as ritual pots of
vangang sizes and with local variations. In
some centres in Calcutta and parts of the
Sunderbans, large storage pols are made
which are two metres in height and one
metre in diameter. There are also special
groups of potters in almost every village of
West Bengal who make large pols by
warking with coils of clay gradually moving
up from the bottom.

For ritual purposes a large variety of
pots are made. Oneis the Manasha Ghal. or
the chali and a large number of animal
figures are used as votive offerings.

Mention is required here of the ritual
horses of Panchmura and Rajagram, better
known as the Bankura horses, since both
the areas are in the district of Bankura
However, there are othervillagesin Bankura
and several other districls in the state, which
also make beautiful clay hovses.

Countesy: Indiancanvas.com
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