


DYNASTIES OF KAR

When we look back in e
history, we find that there a e
been many dynasties ic ,
..,hiie having their I in
Karnataka, had e e ed heir
empire far and ide and ruled
over many pa s hich were
outside the Present Karnataka
State. These have resulted in
sizeable contribution by the
Rulers and the elite to the

, cultural ecnomic and aesthetic
or spiritual progress of the
people in these regions.
Patronage to art and learning
and 'tolerance of various
religions 'have created a
climate where progress was
possible. These regions got a
good economic order under
these rulers. Monumental
works in the field of
economics, , Science.
Astronomy, architecture &
Sculpture were produced
during this period. The rulers
not only patronised learning
and art but some of them were
highly -learned and have
authored many great works.

1

A WHICH RULED OUTSIDE KARNATAKA

Perhaps Kadamba's were
he earliest (4th century)'

Dyna~y to
cross Krishna river and extend
their empire beyond. This
dynasty hailed from Banavasi
in Uttra Kannada. By the
middle of 6th century AD, their
empire had extended up to
river Narmada. A branch of
the Banavasi Kadambas ruled
over Goa for a long period as
fendatories of the Karnataka
rulers.

.In the early 7th century,
Chalukya's who had their
capital at Badami extended
their empire. It extended upto
river Mahi in Gujarat and
elephanta islands and Revathi
Islands near Ratnagiri. Revathi
Island was an important Naval
base at that time.

Vishnuvardhana, who was
ruling the western region of
Chalukya empire was sent to
vengi in the Eastern region as
a viceroy in early 7th Century.
In due course of time, he
became . independent and

started the Eastern Chalukyas
Dynasty. This Dynasty ruled
for the next 5 centu.ries the
regions in east which to-day
come under the
state of Andhra Pradesh.
Stable rule of 500 yeas in this
region by the Chalukya's has
led to economic, cultural and
literary growth in ~he region.

Chalukyas of Vengi
continued to rule for 200 rnorsr-
years but two ,€lynasties _
emerged. Chalukya-cholas '
and chalukyas of Vemulavada
After this, further breaking up
of this dynasty took place like
chalukya's of Pithapuram,
Yelamanchili, srikurman,
Niravadyapura etc. However,
in pockets chalukyas were
able to-sustain the rule till early
16th century.

. A branch of Chalukya's also
ruled the Southern Gujarat
with Navasari as the Capital.
Sendrakas, feudatories of

, -Chalukya's .wtro ruled from
7'Navasari are believed to have -

defeated Arabs.
Manyakheta, which is

known today as Mulkhed in
Gulbarqa district was the place )
of origin of Rashtrakutas. This
dynasty extended its empire
from Kaveri in south to South
Gujarat, Malwa and Lattalur (
Latur of modern Maharastra).
Rashtrakuta ruler Vallabha
Raja is compared by the
Arabic historian. who visited
India at that time to the
Soverign of China, the Caliph



3

of Bhagdad and the Emperor
of Constantinople. In the mid
8th century, Krishna I of
Chalukya's dynasty extended
the empire to include regions
like, Surat, Broach and Kaira.
Some years iater Kutch also
came under their rule.
However Rashtrakuta rule did
not last long as 'some years
later, Taila a feudatory of
Chalukyas overthrew the~

-'-Rashtrakuta king and founded
the Kalyani Chalukyan
dynasty. Mularaja who ruled
in Gujarat had his kingdom
extending upto Jodhpur in
North and Sabaramathi river in
South. His descendent
Jayasimha assumed the title of
Siddha "Raja and added
Binnamala ( in today Rajastan)

. to his empire. He was a great
patrons of art & learning. He
extended the famous Rudra
Mahalaya at Sidhpur and
added many sculptures to it.

_ Many temple and . irrigation
)projects were built in his time.

It is believed that to build the
famous 'Sahasralinga Tala'
workers were brought in from
Karnataka. He also built
school for law and astrology.
by the end of 13th century the
chalukyan rule in Gujarat
came to an end.

The empire of Kalyani
chalukya's brokeup towards to
end of 12 century into the
sevunas (Yadavas) of
Devagiri, the Kakatiya's of
warangal and the

\,

Hoysalas of .. Dwarasamudra.
Many scholars believe that
Seveunas were Kannadigas
hailing from the Dharwar-
Bijapur region who ruled with
Devagiri ( Present Daulatabad
near Aurangabad) as their
capital. Constant strife and
wars between Sevunas,
Kakatiyas and Hoysalas lead
to .attrition of their energies
making them easy prey
for the invading muslim rulers
from North.

A branch of the Hashtrakuta
dynasty was ruling in Orissa
also in the 12th century. It is
believed that this branch is
from the Lattlur i.e. Present
Latur, in other words the
Rastrakutas from Manyakheta
or Malkhed. Vikramaditya the,
4th is believed to have
extended his empire' from
Hassan in South, Konkan in
west, Narmada in north and
Andhra Pradesh' in East. His
troops which entered Orissa in
one of their expeditions is
believed to have founded this
branch of the dynasty. It is
believed that one of the group
that accompainsd Chalukyas
in their expedition to Bengal,

. had stayed back to work in the
army of Pala kings which later
founded the Sena dynasty of

.Be~gal. However this dynasty
did not last long. Vijaya Sena
of Sena Dynasty invaded and
won Mithila, East Bengal and ,
Kamarupa. Nyayadeva

another ruler of Senas is
believed to have conquered
Nepal.

Thus we see that Karnataka
has left an lndellbls
impression on the life of
people covering large parts of
this country. The intermingling
of the tradition and culture of
Karnataka with those of the
other parts have led to the'
emergence of harmonious
blend of both which have
survived over the Centuries.

- M. A. N. Prasad.
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- Dr. ManjunathDISINFORMATION
From times immemorial

disseminatipn of:' Disinformation "
rather than" Information" has been
the tool of many entrenched powers.
It is commonly given to believe that
gossip is dangerous. That may be
so, but it is the written world that
has caused 'permanent damage,
because .peopte tend to believe
and take it for granted, that

.whatever appears in writing is true.
A Pseudo- Sanctity is thus
conferred on the written world than

the spoken, word. In fact, today
many nationalities have either lost
their history, culture and villains and
tyrants have been glorified, solely
because 'of 'the feeding of
disinformation over a length of time.

1. Thus a tyrant and plunderer
like Alexander oif Macedonia, has
.ecome Alexander the Great, a
brave handsome man with all the
noble manly qualities. There are
films, plays, novels both in India and
Greece, about this noble character'
Sikander', further enlarging his
greater than life personality.
Disinformation for over 2000 years,
first by Greek" Historians" later by
European "Scholars" and nurtured
by our own beloved laurates, has
continued to twist the history of
at least 4 major nations. Today, we

rknow, that this great student of
Aristotle,' burnt the Great library of
Persepolis. This patron of Arts and
literature, reduced to ashes a
thousand year-long achievements
of .civilizations which had the
misfortune of being in the path of
his victorious advance. History of
Persia, whose civilization had
flowered atleast a thousand years
ahead of Greece was lost and
Persia labelled Barbaric land.

2. Coming nearer home, we have
Dushyanta f of Kalidasa, a noble man

of unimpeachable character who
loses his memory, because of a
curse. Hardly few people are .aware
that Kalidasa's artistic licence, and
continued glorification of his work ",
Shakuntalam" by . successive
generations of clever or gullible
writers or artists, transformed' a
lecherous and opportunistic man
into a great soul., Shakuntala's stray
appears in Mahabharata. Dushyant,
there. is a king very fond of female
company and always on the look
out for fresh conquests. Neither
was Shakuntala an innocent maiden
who falls in love. She is quite aware
of the status of a Queen for which
she hankers. Dushyanta as
expected of him disowns his
marr.ace in fear of facing anqer of
the populace, which does not want
a 'queen of doubtful progeny.
Shakuntala goes away determined
to raise a son to defeat the man
who cheated her. So much so for
the' ring' which disappeared due to
a fish. The episode can be termed,
at best, 'fishy'.

3. Look at, the manner in which
successive generations of Sanskrit
Scholars who have created' the
myth of the Greatest Indian writer of
all times, "Kalidasa". The fact that
Kalidasa had neither Shudraka's
orginality nor Bhasa's versatality, has
been conveniently obscured. That
Kalidasa dashed out the same worn
out theme whehter it is 'Shakuntala'
or ,. Malvikangnimitra' or
Vikramovarshiya', and his prime aim
was to flatter the king Bhoja, by
comparing him to Vikrama, Agnimitra
or Dushyanta is apparent even to
the blind. But not to our artists. The
effect of disinformation is so strong
that even those of us who have
not read any of the, works of either
Kalidasa or Bhasa come, in
vehement support of Kalidasa.

4. Look at the amount 'of
disinformation carried through Hindu
Mythology; That 'Rakshasa',
Dasyu' were ' tribes of Rakshasas
were invariably Brahmins and great
scholars and artists, is also
conveniently obscured. Instead all
that is associated with Rakshasas is
termed ' Ruksha', meaning lowly and
when Dasyus ,were conquered and
enslaved they became Dasas. Thus
the word Dasa, which never
belongs to Sanskrit became
synonymous with;' slave. Think of .....
the word' Slave'. itself in English. It "-
springs from the word 'Slav', whose
people inhabit Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union. The word 'Slav'
in slavic languages means 'tile
glorius one". When Romans
conquered and used them as
bonded labour, and the word' Slav'
became synonymous with the lowly.
Thus the victor who makes the
rules, always writes 'History' and
sets up his own "Disinformation
Service" aided and abetted by a
group of flatterers who act with
license under the garb of being
scholars.

5. Coming very near home, the
amount of disinformation
disseminated by Sanskrit scholars
who had the royal patronage is so
vast, that ninety percent of
Kannacloas themselves are not
aware of the fact that Kannada
belongs to the family of Dravidian
languages; but in fact believe
vehemently that kannada springs
from Sanskrit. While spoken
kannada in the villages, which was
relatively protested from the
pestilence of sanskrit scholars in
the Royal courts, has for centuries
remained relatively unchanged,
written kannada which is the
domain at the socalled literates, has
been increasingly Sanskritised to a

.~ ".
"~
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point of self delusion. It is the ego
of the literates, who always want to
prove that they are a cut above the
proletariat, that 'usually prompts
them to discard a commonly used
kannada word and stuff instead a
Sanskrit word.. In the whole process
an entire vocabulary is lost to the

__kannada nation apart which have
identical meaning to those in
Sanskrit are always ascribed lowly
meanings than their Sanskrit
counterparts. For example, 'Betta-

~ Parvata', 'Holey-Nadi' 'Bayake Aase'.
r There is no dearth of ' Pundits' who
/ swear that Parvata is larger than

Betta and that while Aase is a manly
desire, Bayake is reserved only for
expectant mothers"

6. Further, the disinformation
continuously drills into us, that the
borrowing is only one way traffic
from Sanskrit to kannada. Never
mind, 'Malaya Parvata', 'Meenakshi';",
Neeraja' and a host of other words:
Now, let us come to kannada
Grammar. We are made to believe
that Panini's Vyakarana is the
ultimate for kannada; Never mind
its incompatibility: If your kannada
does not conform to panini's rules,
you better bend it, least you are
branded for speaking in desi or
Gramya:1 remember Smt. N.
Pankaja, the novelist telling me
some years back,' Sanskrit is "
tayiberu" for kannada, without it
kannada loses its" Gambhirya". Be
assured of Bhagavanta for a dose
of Gambhirya: But disinformation
has done its job; and a sense of
inferiority complex' has been
ingrained into the kannada nation,
with the eager abetting by our
learned P scholars".

7, Disinformation has been now
accepted by us not only as a mode
of keeping people happy, but to
rob heritage of other people.

Disinformation has also
disseminated that the present day

'Bhanitanatya originates from Bharata
muni's 'Natya Shastra', quite
oblivious of the fact that the lady
who renamed 'Dasi Attam' expired
only a couple of years back. Never
mind that the adavus and bhangis
of Dasi attam bear no resemblance
whatsoever to those enumerated
by Bharata. And the danseuses
who have been continuously
theorizing about what Bharatamuni
stated ·are not even aware of the
fact that true to his tribe, anarata
prohibited the use of
'barbaric 'languages like "
Andhra, Dramila, Barbara and
Kirata for Natya" Apriori, such
characters were not to be brought
on to the stage, and even if
brought should not be allowed to
speak: What would have happened
to 'Menakshi Kalyanam' if Bharata
muni happened to have had a say,
I wonder; He would never have
allowed this Tamil Princess being
brought on the stage, and if at all
altowed would have insisted' that
the Padams be in Sanskrit. But
today, the Devadasis, who
originated this dance form in the
Tamil-Kannada country, have not
only been robbed of their livlihood,
but even the credit for the origins
of the dance. It is the very Tamil,
Telugu Brahminical danseuses who
quote Bharata till they are blue in
the face, who are flourishing on
borrowed feathers. But t~ey have
done their job well, because even
in South today, a majority believe-
this art form to have sprung from
Bharat muni: One more success to
disinformation.

8. Coming nearer our own times,
everyday over all avauable media,
we are grilled that "National
Language" means Hindi, all the
ohers are regional languages. With

the result, we and our own children
are convinced that speaking a
regional language is parochial, and
speaking in Hindi is patriotic. No
one bothers to even contradict this
disinformation and j protest that
there are 15 national
languages .recognised in the
Indian Constitution and Hindi
Is only one of the two
languages of the Union
Government to transact its
official business. None of the
statutes ever aver that Hindi is the
national language. But everyday on
Doordarshan and Schools it is
drilled into our chilren's head.
Disinformation at its peak:

9. The latest in this endeavour is
the quote that Adi Shankara
proscribed learning of Vedas by
women . and . Shudra. One Arya'
Samaj Activist even has quoted that
Adishankara prescribed the treat-
ment of pouring molten lead into
the ears of a woman who has
accidentally heard the recitation of
Vedas, but it'is a fact of histroy,
that Shankara accepted a lady,
Ubhaya Bharati, as the sole judge
of his Shastrartha discussions wan
Mandana Mishra:Shankara's Aradhya
uevata, was a female deity. As tor
Shudras, Shankara accepted even
a chandala as his Guru. But dlsm-
formation may yet take its toll in ,c' ;;
Shankara as well: All that it.takes is
a few quotes, and if the quotes are
in sanskrit, Greek or Latin, the
matter is "Clinched" for sure.

We are told that education is
the best cure for ignorance. I am
not sure anymore. Even educeen
is marketting a victor more glo"i;ed.
The real tragedy is were haveiost
the ability to analyse the lntorrn, J n
fed" to us each day. and «e
ourselves do our very best to snuff
out that .God-Given ability in' our
childern.
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