e B

S0onthed
R3O0 oLnesafesns o,

NESARU TINGALOLE = wvolxx -4 dyoT 2002

(EH ﬁowﬁmﬂ)

edseichain 2t daimdaad s
moasah B -zt 3
£ o Shomsinamotdsd (Road v
Ramataka's Contnbution to Indian Bhakti Movement Prof, Vasant Kushtagi
g2 febdr
‘BolR" b, ‘TE 5 m:.grm:z Bt g
ZARo vl Sba s Soded . SOET. WIRG,

Gandhi on Charaka & MNation Building
excepts from Mahatma Gandhi’s writings

2 hod,




m
|

= 2 —t
= | 2oech edperaledn S 3 '“3- e T "5""3""'*-"“"‘53 . PROGRAMMES

= el
bEta oherl B 0 ghel, 1n0mG o2 Cot o dnied ohp & ool e, enate

FRoches el e BobeThondadt.  mohide ekt » bR ASE

TROBCORT 20T, WAKED, woRile 1 woith emoenabent:, = LOGH Zche. katen THE ASSOCIATION |

SHTHENE. bEmd s mas e D e e sunns |
hom  bommoidon L), NE  weboriNcetaNd oo cxdelimon a0

T, i
ey Ay On 21st April, 2002
:-\__n..__-\_ul ""‘""r:-\_l & £ i e, -E'an-\.-:?-f_.. L=y E::E:'.!,.‘*_:"-“"‘" ;; -\'-.'-'..-:\.-:: PP

—_—

3::;; o ) :\-_:."al_.r-\l__.: o M_ﬁ?qu Et:"\-—' ”E-"'\-I-E:'HH:H:{ ] -\.an::a_i r=ien,

B8, 2 3, T saRlrmihiey, T4 oloon Z% 80 mmidowd orizy e s r
BOOREAAY, ERA0 & A Temond, "h"' T e TeMeBeTo tale . Simeeh | RAMA NAVAMI |
'U'—ﬁ T L-_'- ""'"'g,w.\,_* £8N LaRTh :n"‘-ti = Mlﬁm_.;:: el i s | CELEBH.ATIDNS
SRGEEI ndd, Sl Sormpa T od Simmhen |1 !
P T Ny .% : S | F |
SRmEmIET TOI, DEwEN, St “Sonwz’ mis ol | 7.00 P.M. Bhajan |
= 1
vaescdrdnsd #3 JHfas Rarivss mocth =i ShomemgtUs by Association Members 'E
|setims. & o2 sere 12000 cuisriess maco | 7.45 P.M "
= HLH |
BERG, S0l mox 7 rotin moteE ahag Sn¥g SaTTr === L ; : |
FEL e 2 e e Pooja & Prasada Vinayoga |
CUCHERCRIN. LiEid UL IMET  gonmicurdsd: S os B0 tomh !
- - | mom o, g, e B g 3 pe e L e e gy i
-'az'E_-_-E_.u-'"-:rn e Tl il ..:..-_'.- F L Cobig ald Mot F.;:'E-'\.n_'\.o-f-::;-l E:ﬁhl 1.',:3__: Ié" v 18 Hﬁﬂ.‘:‘- I:_:In 15th Mau Emz |
Wf‘“m eindh 4 assdng mﬁﬁﬂdﬁ TalhD ‘5\_-_'#,_—5 sncdssnSonsnn . |
SRR Gy, siRaci. Lreg e e T |
ROED LpEnA AM3Eh, T anE ettt et AKSHAYA TRITIYA MAHA |
e, "*:‘é- ol im0 e, GANAPATI POOJA :

. = |
| A SPECIAL PRIVILEGE OFFER TO THE MEMBERS 5.00 P.M. Ganapati Pooja & |
OF

THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION i

Dear Member, 6.00 P.M. Navagraha Pooja &

As you are aware, Hindi plays are regularly being held at the Association
Auditorium over the week ends since 151 March 2002, and have been recaiving
very good rasponse. We are happy to infosm you that the 4 theatre groups, which
are presenting these plays, have come forward with a Special Privilege Offer to | 7.00 P.M. Poomahuti.
the members of The Mysore Association. The details of the is as under; 5

Ganapati Homa

Navagraha Homa

Maivedyan
Mormal Ticket Rates Privilege Ticket Rates
| For the plays on  Friday & Saturday Rs. 75/- As. SOV- 8.00 P.M. Maha Mangalarathi,
' Sunday Rs. 100/- As. BOV-

Mantrapushpam

Advance booking of the tickets for the plays during the week commences from
Monday of the week. The ticket booking counter is open from 11.00 a.m. to 8.00
p.m. Members desirous office. Kindly note that this Special Privilege offer will not
be available for curment bookings. |

Members are requested to make the best use of this Special Privilege Offer All are cordially invited.
and enjoy the good plays.

8.30 P.M. Prasada Vinayogam
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KARNATAKA'S CONTRIBUTION TO INDIAN BHAKTI MOVEMENT

To day we have assemnbled here to
kniowr about the contribution of “Bhalkt”
movement in India to uplift the common
man's lfe. With a particular reference
with Ramataka's contribution in this
regards. Mow this simhavalokana is
eszential, o introspect ourselwes, and get
ourselves comected. Becauwse this s a
periodwhen brutal energies are ket loose,
personal ego has reached its zenith and
comupt life - siyle has become so common
a5 to strengthen the evil forces to nule the
roast, [t is therefore, we consider it to be
absolutely necessany to gauge the comect
meaning and highlight the importance of
the community senfiments and healthy
relationships.

‘Bhakti' 5 a devotional, reverential
attitude towards a thing or person or
deity, springing from an awareness
(kncwledge) of benevolent virtues only
arcuses or leads to Bhakti. Hence fear
cannot be the basis of Bhakti. Fearrepels.
Bhakti attracts.

Ehakti iz essenfially an emolional
approach to Cxod (Bhakti i love supreme
towards God, says Marada). Infense love
and devotion differentiate it from other
approach like Jnanaand Karma Primitive
religions began in eardy mans sense of
fear towards natures forces and in this
atternpt fo invoke their blessing through
incantations, pravers, sacrifices and
magical rite. Devolion or total surrender
to Geds to God is a primitive instinct in
man and it is no wonder that Bhakti as
observed by scholars, “starts with origin
of man and contimzes to flourish as long
a5 man looks for a man who i more
divine than God, because he finds God
humane than man™ (i. Pandurangrac).
Hence Bhakti Movernvent is having mass
appeal. Te quote few examples
Vidvapathi, Chandidas, Milakantha
Mukhvopadhvaya, Ramaprasad and
Kamalakanta have composed songs,
which were popular in Bengal, and are a
part of Bengali's rural life even now. The
Baul's Songs which were in folk style are
sumndg even now by wandering singers in

We bring on readers the text of
the lecture delivered by Prof.
Vasant Kushtagi on Kamataka's
Contribution to Indian Bhakti
Movement at Bhakti Sangam a
two day festival of lectures and
Music held by the Mysore
Association on 27th and 28th
October, 2001, as a part of its
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.
Prof. Vasant Kushtagi who has
retired as the principal of N.V.
College, Gulbarga has conducted
extensive research as "Dasa
Sahitya” and has many
publication to his credit.

Eengal. The Abhangs are sung in every
village of Maharashtra. The Teverams
composed by ShivaSaints in Tamil Nadu
are sungin Shiva Temple duringworship.
Swara Vachana Haridasara Hadugalu
are sung in Kamataka during worship
and ako in common platforms. This is
just to emphasize that the Bhakti
Movements reached the common man
during their periods, but vet they continue
to be part of the social life of the people.
Az Berton Stein comectly observes that,
“the central character of Bhakti
Movement, in Textual Terms i ils
openness, its universal appeal without
regard to caste” (social mobility and
medieval South Indian Hindu Sects)
Hanade similarly observe that: the entire
tenor of the rmassticism of middle age is
for practical upliftment of humanity
(pathway to God in Marathi literature).
This Bhakli movermnents are not paricular
to medieval and modem times, nor did
they originate during these periods. And
na Bhakti movement even ventured to
start new religion. The goal of all
movements was to simplifiy and purify
Hinduism from within and to revitalse
the Hindu Society.

In this context the contibutions of
Harnataka are more significant and
remarkabde with a spedal reference to
Shiva Sharanas and Haridasas
Movement in Bhakti. Hence the
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& Prof. Vasant Kushtagi
Hamataka in 12th century AD. to 15th
centuny A0 has occupied a prirme place
in the history of Bhakti Movement in
India. Especially during the period of
12th century an epock making social and
religious revolution had taken place. This
period is not only important to Kamataka
but alss for the whole of Indian socal
history, as it has addressed to the
elemental problems of religious doctrine,
murdane ways of living and the creative
literature. It was during the period that
the Shamas - the devobees of Lords
Shiva - made a wonderful gift to the
human civilization by revolutionsing the
human thought and expression, ideals
and actions. The literature, their own
creation and medium used by the Shamas
o express their esoteric and mundane
experience gave a new lurn to the
Veershaiv religion, which occupies a
prime place in the Indian Darshana and
Shastras. The Shama Literature has,
therefore, not only given a sublimated
position o Veersaiva religion but has
alsobroken a newground in the Kannada
Literature in content and diction.

The prominent aspiration for Shamas
wais to free the fellow human befngs from
the obstinate hold of degraded values,
domination of exploitative priesthood
and take dogmas. Though they created
an independent religious frarne work for
the individuals' spiritual deansing, their
prime goal was to bring about social
equality, to uphold individual dignity,
and fundamental right, to lay emphasis
on logical and rational thinking, to
inculcate honest labour and motivate
peaple to share the goods and the services
eamed by them through Kayak with the
fellonwr beings,

There was a happy blending of both
worldly mystic experiences in their
renakssance movement. The outpouring
of the Shama experience has found
expression in the new hiterany stde ie.
Jacanas, which became amediurm, shows
the waws of rocting out the darker side of
hierarchy of caste from the grass root




[ level entrenched the extent social systemn
of those times. Kavak and Dascha
concepls, that the movements carved
ouf, gave an apprecate divection in the
areas of work and distribution of goods
and services as also for external and
intermnal cleansing process. The work and
distribution systern evolved in the process
gave to the people the precious life-
formulate; became a good staff in their
hands to depend on common weal
"Kavakave Kailash™ (work is worship)
has became an important aphorism
enshrined in the Vachana Literature to
be followed by the entire mankind.
Jacanas were like the constitutional laws
purporting appreciable and acceptable
social- religious dimensions.

To suppaort this staternent, if we go
into deep history of Shama Movernent,
there we come across that the Harikar of
this movement Basava has created an
atmosphere, which helped women to
evolve intellectually and spiritually.
Stridhrama said “ woman is not Maya;
she s God herself” There were instances
that men were guided by their wives in
their spiritual path. Muktayvalka was an
intellectual who could arque about Dvaita
and Advaitawith the great Mystic Allama.
Akka Mahadevi, was bold enough to
forsake her roval husband when he
became a stumbling blodk in her persuit
of divinity. For her Goed
Channamallikarjuna was her real
husband and nobody else (Shama Sati
and Linga pati). Women who pursued
such profession as spinning, making
pancakes, rice pounding, dance have
expressed themselves, through their
simple compositions. Sule Sankavve, a
fallen women has written one Vachana
using Niralajjeshwar (purporting
Shamelessness) as her Ankit, which itself
is highly suggestive. Equally interesting
is Hallswwe, wife of an un-touchable,
who has written a few Vachanas here she
has made effective social criticism of her
hirmee.

Itis needles to say that Shama Bhakt
Movement has recognized the dignity of
wormen in the society and righthy pointed
out that the soul has no sex. Devar
Dashnayya has said “the breast and long

hair appear it is women; if beard and
moustache appear it i man; it is all the
while the same soul moves with in; It
means Vachana / Shama movement has
removed the hierarchy of gender and
made the spiritual path opened to all ie.
for even women. This view can be seen
in another well knoun Vachana of Devar
Dashnenra & senior most Vachanalkar,
“Suppose you cut a tall bamboo in two
make the bottom piece a women

the piece a man

rub them together

till they kindle; tell me now,

the fire that is bomn.

i5 it male or female, O Ramanatha®.

Basavanna a leading hght of this
Sharana Bhakti movement was admired
and respected by his women
contemporaries. Akka Mahadewi
considered him as herfather and teacher.
He was her spiritual mode] also. Despite
this high reverence, she eriticized him,
forinstance, for makinghis house a place
of exhibition of devolion. She had no
blind allegiance to the Veersaivism. For
instance Veershaivism holds Gur, Linga,
Jangam in equal esteem. Akka refuses to
give egual status to the deviant Jangams.
In this context | can quaote here her one
Vachana:

Ome can surrender toworship Linga; but
Omne should not give in every thing to,
surrender,

Woership a Jangama, O father,

They may speak., singbut can’t lve their
words of Father!

God Channamallikaguna

Thy devotees wouldn't live their words
of father"

In short the contemnpt and fear which
determined the attitude of the Dharma
=hastra towards women is nearly absent
in the Vachanas on the contrary this
moermeni upholds the dignityofwormen.
Female body was no more curse or
hindrance to achieve spiritual heights.
The conviction of the movement that
men and women ane essentially equal
formed base of other gender related
changes. The newly emerging sense of
equality browght itsell awareness and
confidence in women. This uphaolds the
concept of Ardhanariswara. The
following Vachana of Sidhrama will
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summarize the attitude of the Sharana
Bhalti movement towards women;

"A woman is not just a female;

A woman is not a demon either;

but a Woman is really the eminent
Lord Kpilasidha Mallikajuna™

For most imporant contribution of
Sharana Bhakt Movernentwas economic
thought and action. Which is unique of
its kind. According to the movement,
work is not meant merely to be a tool to
produce and hoard wealth, but to purify
the person engaged in earning by
resorting o two mportant talks, one, to
be committedhy engaged Kavaka and
deeply involved in Dasoha or sharing of
the earmings with have-nots. Hoarding is
abhomed and saving for the future is
repugnant.

For Sharanas the human body has
been sacred (Prasad Kava, the blessed
and a boon to human being given by
God) and the temple of God. Regarding
this Basavanna the leader of the Shamas
and Bhakti Movement states:

“The rich, will make temple for Shiva
What shall I, a poor man do?

My legs are pillars, the body the Shrine,
The head a cupola of gold

Listen, o Lord of the meeting rivers,
Things standing fall

But the moving ever shall stay™

Channabasavanna known for his
wisdom [Jnana) states in very dear and
critical terms to describable the body and
the mind as sacred ones, of course if they
are dedicated un to the lord. The munst
enlightened and highly respected a
realized soul, the Saint (Sharna)
Allamprabhu considers that it is futile to
go to the temple while the body itself i
the termple. In his own words we can
understand him better;

“When the body itselfis the terple of
God

Why ask for a temple else?

When the breath itself has become
the Linga

Whi ask for a Linga else?

It us not for lips fo tell,

It is not for ears to here,

O Guhesvara, if you should turn into
a stone,

what should | be?

(to be continued)
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MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited for Kannada Smartha
Brahmin girl 26 years, 5-4°, Lohitasa
gotra, KamyaRashi, Uttara Nakshatra;
B.5c, P.G.D. Computer programimer
from St. Xavier Mumbai Smart, good
looking

Requirement - Good looking well
qualified and well settled boy.
Contact : Shri Vidya shankar
Phone Mo, 022 524 17 32 e-mail :
varblei@yahoo.com or Mesaru Box
Mo &

Alliance invited to Marathi Speaking
Desastwa Brahmin boy 30 yrs. 5117
Bharani Makshatra, Kaushika Gothra,
Mesha Rashi, B.Com.. MBA
emploved in Muscat as Sales
Executive.
Requirement - Tall, Beautiful, Well
qualified
Contact Sashikala P.No. 5221660]
Alliance invited for Kannada Smartha
bramhin boy 28. 5.9", Haritsa gofra
ShravanaMalshatra. Having Software
Consultancy & Manufacturing
business with the turmowver of 80 lacs.

Looking for Enterprize graduate.
Well qualified. Contact Mr. Swarmy
022 - 6327373, 9821154453 or
0821-544537.

Email: nns/davahoo.com

8.12 Vishka Apartments

MNewhint Road, Andheri (W),

Opp Lotus Petrol Pump,

Mumbai-300 053,

SRoba g ofohe eEpRad conotuah.
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GANDHI ON CHARACTER & NATION BUILDING

TRUTH

1

Truth is God [From Yeravda Mandis,
1957, p.1).

Devotion to this Truth is the sole
justification for our existence.

Without Truth itls impossible o observe
any principles or rules in life.

There should be truth in thought, Truth
in speech and Truth in action (ibid., p.2).

But how i one torealize this Truth? By
sin gle-minded devotion [abhayasa) and
indifference to all other inters in life
(vairagya),” says the Bhagavadgita (ibid.,
F3)

In spite of swch dewotion, however,
what may appear as truth foone person will
many appear as untruth to another person.
But that need not wormy the secker... For
the quest of Truth mvohses tapas - seif-
suffering,

sometimes even unio death_.. In such
selfless search for Truth nobody canbose his
bearings for long. Directly he takes to the
wrong path he stumbles and is thus
redirected to the right path... There is no
place in it for defeat. [t is taliman by which
itself becomes the portal to hfe s:iemal
(ibid., pp.3-4).

Cioad s Trusth s heon for me a treasune
beyond price; may He be so to everny one of
us (ibid., pd)

I

AHIMSA OR LOVE

Truth alone i, being Gold himself.
And the only means of realizing it is ahimsa
or Love (Gujarati, 1954, pp 6-7).

Without ahimsa it s not possible fo
seek and find Truth [From Yeraneda Mandir,
1957, p8}.

The path of Truth and ahimsa i an
narrou a5 it is straight. Towalk on it ks like
balancingoneselionthe edgeofasword. ...
The slightest inattention brings one tumbling
io the ground. One can realize Truth and
shimsa only by ceaseles: strrang (ibid.,
p3)

More non-killing is not encugh. One
who folbows the law of love must not be
angry even with the perpetrator of the
greatest imaginable wrong, but most lowe
Tk, wish himnwell and serve him. Although
he must thus love the wrongdoer, he must
never submit to his wrong or his injustice,
but mazst oppase it wath all his might, and
st patienthy and usthout resentrment suffer
all the hardships to which the wrong-doer
may subject him in punishment for his

We have been bringing to you
excepts from the writings of

Mahatma Gandhi since last 2
issues. In this issue we bring vou
his views on character & nation
building.

apsasition [Ashram Cbsenvances inAction,
1959, p. 111).

Mot o hurt any living thing i no doubt
apartofshimsa. Butitigisleast expression.
For the principbe of ahimsa is hurt by every
evil thought by hatred, by wishing il to
anybody. I isalso vielsted by cur holding
on fowhat the wordd needs (From Yerawda
Mandir, pp. 7-8).

Ahirnsa is the means; Truth is the end.
Means to be means must be within our
reach, and so ahimsa i our supaemse duty.
If woe take care of the means, we are bownd
io resch the end sconeror later (ibid.. p.9)

(1]
BRAHMACHARYA OR
CHASTITY

The Rulfilment of [Toath and) ahimss s
impossible without brahmacharya |
Cagjarati, pp. 6-7).

It &5 not enough that one should not
loockupon amy womanor man with 2 lusthul
eye; animal passion must be 5o controlled
a5 to be excluded cven from the mind, |
marmied, one miest not have a carmal mimd
regarding ane’s wile o husband, but must
consider hirn or her as ane’s lifelong friend
and establish relationship of pedect purity.
A ginful fouch, gesture or word is & direct
breach of this principle (Ashram Observance
in Action, pp. 111-12).

It i a grave misuse fo fitter away for
physical gratification that which is given to
mvien and women for the full developrment
of their bodily and mendal poswwers. Such
misuse is the root cause of many a disease
{From Yerawda Mandir, p. 12).

It may be harmbul I suppress the bady
if the mind is at the came Birme allowed to go
astran [ibid).

It is one thing to allow the mind to
hadbour impure thoughts. It & a difficult
thing altcoether i it stree among them in
spkte of curselwes. Victomy will be outs in the
end if we non-co-operale with the mind in
its evil wandering (ibid., pp.12-13).

Brahrrachamms seans controd of all the
organsof sense. Hewhoatternpls to control
only one organ and allews all the others
free play i bound fo find him effort fufile

(ibid., p. 13)
Brahmachana means conduect sdapbed
to the search of Brahma, i.e., Truth, From

thisetymiclogical meaning arises the special
meaning, viz. control of all the senses. We
rriList entirely forget the incomplete definifion
which restricts itelf fo the sexual aspect
only (ibid., p.14).
n
CONTROL OF THE PALATE

I hae found from euperenice that the
abservance of celibacy becomes
comparativelyeany, if one acquires masteny
over the palate (from Yerawda Mandir, p.
15).

Eating is necessany aonly for sustaining
thie body and keeping it a fit instrumsent {or
servioe, 1 must not be practised for self-
indulgence. Food must therefore be taken
like redicine with restraint. In pursuance
of this principle one must eachew exciting
foodssuch as spices and condiments. Meat,
hquor, tobacco, bhang, etc., are exchuded
from the Ashram. This principle requines
abstinence from feasts or dinners which
have pleasure as their object [Ashram
Cheservances in Action, p. 112).

Acommon kifchen whene this principle
isohserved isveny helpbul, forits authornties
will not pamiper us, but cook onhy such food
a5 helps to keep the body afit instrurment for
service [From Yeravda Mandir, p. 18).

In an ideal state the sun should be our
only cook and we should lve onky on a
Fruitarian diet [ Gujarati, p. 14)

L)

NON-STEALING

We may steal not onhy what belongs o
athers but also what belongs to curselves,
as iz done for instance by a father who eats
something secrethy, keeping his children in
the drak about it (From Yeravda Mandir, p.
199,
It is also thelt if one receives anything
which one does nof really need [Ashram
Obsorvances in Action, pp. 112-13).

Cne who follows the observances of
non-stealing will bring about a progressive
reduction of his own wanis, Much of the
distressing poverty in this world has arfsen
nutnlbw-ndmult’r‘m principhe of non-
stealing (From Yeravda Mandir, pp. 20-
Z1).

[t is theft mentally to desire acquisition
of anything belonging to others, ortocasta
greedy epe on it (ibid., p.21).

Wi

NOMN-POSSESSION OR
POVERTY
Just 2 one musst not receive, 50 must

o nol possess anyihing wiich one does
not really need. Tt would be a breach of this




L

ooy o Tmrure. or Insiance, One
st not keep a chair if one can do without
% Inobserving this principle one is led to a
progressive simplification of one's oun life
{Ashram Observances in Actien, p. 113).

God never stores for the morrow. He
mever creates more than what is strictly
needed for the moment (From Yeravda
Mandir, p. 23},

 each refained possession only ofwhat
he needed, no one would be what and all
would lve in contentment (ibid., pp. 23-
24).

Chuilization in the real sense of the ferm
consists not in the multiplication bul in the
deliberate and volumtary reduction of wants.
This alone promotes real happiness and
contentment, and increases the capacity
for service (ibid.. p. 24).

Thoughts which turn us away from
God or donvot urm s towards Him constitute
impediments in our way (ibid.. p. 25).

Vil
FEARLESSNESS

A seeher after Truth must give up the
fearfor parents, caste, govermment, robbers
gtc.. and must not be frightened by poverty
or death (Ashram Observances in Action,
pp. 114-15).

Fearlessness heads the list of the divine
attributes enumerated in ihe sixteenth
ghapter of the Gita.... How can one seek
Truth or cherish Jowe without fearlessness?
As Pritam says, ‘the path of Har (the Lord)
is the path of the brave, not of cowards.’
Han here means Truth, and the brave are
those armed with fearlessness, not with the
sword. the rifle and the like. These are
taken up only by those who are possessed
by fiear (From Yeravda Mandir, p. 27).

The secker after Truth..... should be
ready 1o sacrifice his all in the guest of
Truth, even as Harishchandra did (ibid., p.

We must give up all external fears. But
the internal foes we must ahvays fear. We
are rightly afraid of animal passion, anger
and the like. External fears cease of their
gen accord when once we have conquered
these traitors within the camp..... Fear has
no place in our heart when we have shaken
off attachment for wealth, for family and
the body. “Enjoy the things of the earih by
renouncing them' is a noble precept {ibid.,
pp. 28-29),

Vil
REMOVAL OF
UNTOUCHABILITY

Untouchakbility is altogether imeligious
{Ashram Observances in Action, p. 113).

Mene can be bom untouchable, as all
are sparks of one and the same Fire (From

=\,

praacia Mandr, p. -

Every H n%u who considers
uriouchability a sin should atone for it by
fraternizingith Untouchable', associating
with them in & spirit of love and senvice,
deerning himself-purified by such acts,
redressing theirgrievances and helping them
patienthy to overcoms ignorance and other
evils due to the slovery of ages [From
Yeravda Mandir, p. 32)

Some people in observing
untouchability hawe become a weritable
burden on earth [ Gujarati, p. 25).

This observance 15 not fulfilled menely
by making friends with ‘untouchables” but
by loving all life a2 our cuin aehres. Bemoval
of untouchabilibymesns love forand service
of the whole world (From Yeravda Mandir,
p. 33}

Removal of untouchability spells the
breaking down of bamers between man
and man and between the various onders of
Bering (ibid., p. 33}

Caste has injured Hindutsm becatseiis
irnplications of supericr and inferior stalus
and of pollution by contact are confrany to
the law of Love [Ashram Observances in
Action, p. 115).

The division of vamas is based upon
ocoupation, and therefore a person shoukd
maintain himselfby following the hereditany
occupation not inconsistent  with
fundamenial morals, and should devote all
his spase time and encrgy fo the acquisition
and advancementof true knowledge (ibsd. ).

£
BREAD LABOUR

Man can be saved from injuring sockety
a5 well as himself only if he sustains his
physsical existence by physical labour. Able-
bedied adults must do all their personal
work themselves, and must not be served
bar other except for proper reasons. But..
Service of children as well as of the dissbled,
the old and the sick is o duty incembent on
every person who has the required strength
{Mshrara Observances in Action, p. 113).

How can a manwho does not do body
labour have the right o eat? [ From Yerawda
Mandir, p. 35).

Every one must be hiz own
SCAVENIOET.... ... The best thingwould be for
every one to dispose of his own waste. If
this ia impossible, each family should see to
its owen scavenging. | have felt for years,
that there mustbe something radicaliyarong
where scavenging has been made the
concern of a separate class in sociehy.....
We should, from our very childhood, have
the idea impressed upon our minds that we
are all scavenoers, and the easiest way of
doing so is for eveny one who has realized

o commence Dread labour 25 a

seavenger (From Yerawda Mandir, p. 37).

I nature's law were not broken, ald

people too would be fit for labour, and

sickness would cease to be ground for

ﬂ{mp{iun 2% there would be no sickness |
Gujarati, p. 28).

=
TOLERANCE

| 8

Equality of Religions (1)

The principal faiths of the world
constitute a revelstion of Truth; butas they
have all been cutlined by imperfect men,
they have been affected by imperfections
and alloved with untruth. One must
therefore entertain the same respect for the
religious faiths of others as one accords to
one'sown, Where such iolerance becomes
atawollife, conflict behween different faiths
becomes impossible. and so does all efforts
to convert other people to one's own faith.
One can only pray that the defects in the
various faiths may be overcome and that
they may advance, side by side, towards,
perfection {Ashram Observances in Action,
p 116}

I we are impedect ourselves, religion
s conceived by us also must be imperfect. .
And f all faiths outlined by men ane
imperfect, the question of comparative ment
does not arise.  All faiths constituite a
revelation of Truth, but all are impedect
amnd Hable fo emror. Rewerence for other
faiths need not blind us to their faults. We
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miust be keenby alive to the defeds of our
ouwmn faith also, vet not keave it on that
accoumnt but oy to over come those defects,
Locking af all religious with an equal eve,
we would not onhy ol hesistate but would
think it our duty bo blend inbo our Baith everny
acceptable feature of other faiths (From
Yerawda Mandir, pp. 38 -39).
x

| TOLERANCE
L,

Equaliby of Religions (1)

Tokerance obvicushy does not disturk
the distinction between right and varong, o
good and evil. The reference here i
nevtaralhy to thae principal faiths af the worbd.
They are all based on commen
fundamentals (Froem Yeravda Mandir,
P40,

Whay then should there be many faiths?
We know that there are many faiths. The
Seal s one bal there are mnurmerable
bexties, which canmol be ralled intoone. ...
The oot of religion is one like the roct of a
e, bt it e murnerous branches | Gujarati,
p.31).

All oh=tacles in our path will vanish, if
anly we observe the aolden mule that we
must nod be impatientwith those whomwe
may consider to be inerror but most be
prepared, if need be, no suffer in our cwn
person (Fram Yerawnda Manchr, p, 44),

|
SWADESHI

Swackeshiis the law of laws enjoined by
the present age (From Yernwnda Mandir, p.
&1},

The volary of Swadeshi will, as a fivsi
durty, dedicate himself to the service of his
immediate neighbours. ... Pure service of
our neighbours can newver. . result in

disgerioe to these whoe e far sway, but
rather the contrany. ... Oo'theother hand a
ran who allows hum.f.n:l‘[hf*ﬂ]umd bt the
‘digtant scene’ and rung b the ends of the
earth for service, is not onky folled in hils
ambition, but also falls inhis duty towards
his neighbours (ibid.. p.62).

Chne must, as far as posible, purchase
one’s requirements locally and not bay
things imported from fongign lands, which
can easihy be manuiachmed in the country
{Ashram Ohservances i Ackion, p. 114}

There is no place sell-intetest in
Swadeshi which eniolng the sacrifice of
oneself for the farmihy, afthe family for the
willage, of the willage for the coumitry, and of
the country for humanifgelibid. ).

it weould be a travestipef the doctrine of
Swradeshi, if to coddie myfamily [ set about
grabbing money by al mwsans fair or foul
{From Yeravda Mandis;p. 63).

Supposing there 5 an cutbreak of
plague in my village, ang i tring (o seme
the victims of the epidemic, I, ry wife and
children and af the restof my family ane
wiped oul of cxistenseihen in inducing
those dearest and nearestbo joan mae, 111l nod
have acted as the destroyer of my family
but on the contran as fisbneed friend (fbid.,
. 5],

What is the kind of service.” | asked
mself, ‘that the teeming millions of India
ot nied at the presenitinee, that can be
sl understood and appreciated by o,
thiat is casy to perdorm and will af the same
tire endble the crores afour semi-slarned
countromen ko live? And the reply came,
that it is the universalizaion of Khad! or (s
spinning wheel alone, thath can fulfil these
conditions {ibid., pp. 64-64].

Let no one supposé thal the practice of
Swadeshi though Bhadiweoald hamm the
forgign or Indian mill-owmers. A thiel who

DR. V. SUBRAMANIAN,L.AS, (Retd.)
Former Minister, Maharashira,

Dear Shri Prasad,

With regards,

122, Buena Vigta, Gen. Bhosle Road, Mumbai-00 021,

| am 50 grateful to you for sending me a copy of News Letier (Mesaru Tingalole)
regularly. Unfortunately | am not fluent in reading Kannada and simce many of the
articles in the News Letter are in Kannada, | have notbeen able 1o get the full benefit.
Ofcourse, there is noexcuse for rmy nol leaming reading Kannada fluently evennow,
but some times age and other occupations ane limiting factors.

However, in your Maws Letter, there are occasional articles in English and other
importand information in English both of which are very good. In padicular, | would
like to congratulate you on publishing excerpts from the writings of Gandhi. These
are invaluable and would alzo be excellent source of Information and knowledge nol
only to the lay publc but also to students and researchers of Gandhi. | hope you will
keep this up as this is distinct service particularly, in today’s atmosphere and
scenarioofviolence, strile, communal disharmony and senseless ethnical conflicts.

Yours Sincercly
(Dr. V. Subramanian)

thee T:nmp-—rly he has stolen, is nu:ll harmad
thereby. On the contranyhe i the gaineT. ...
Similarly if all the opium-addicts or
drunkards in the world were to shake
themsehaes frec from theirvics, the canteen-
keepers or the opium-vendors, whowould
b ceprivend of their custom, could not be
said o be losers (ibid., p. 65).

It is the greatest delusion o suppose
that the duty of Swadeshi begins and ends
with mereh) spinning some yam: anyhow
.i|.|'||:| VAT Fhadi meade from it._. One
often meets men who wear Bhadi while in
all other things they indulge their taste for
foreian maenulfeciurers, Such men cannol
be Ais to be practising Swadeshi. Avolary
of Swadeshl will... help his meighbours,
wherever possible, by giving preference fo
local manufacturers, even if they are of an
inferior orade or dearer in price than things
manufactured elsewhere.  He will g fo
remedy their defects but will not, because
of thew defects, gare thern up in favour of

foreign manufacturers (fbid., pp. 65-66].
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OBITUARY

Wao are doeply gricved inform our
Memibors of the sad and sudden demise of
Shri, V. Ramalingam one our senior || -
evambar and past prosidents on Tuestay "
fhe 19th March 2002: at 3.30 p.m.
Ramalingarn was not keeping well in the
recant past. He wos in his laie 70 and
leaves behind his wile Smt. Komalamma,
Daughter Uma Aoa and grand daughter
Megha. .

Sri. Ramalingam was the Ex-Director
of Jay Coach Enterprises and later he
started the Augus! Travel Sendee Put Lid,

Good natured and hefpful, Sri.
Ramalingam had a large numbar of friends
amoang our members, who will miss hamn,

We pray that his family members ane
gives the strengthon 1o bear this koss with "

forfAude.

OBITUARY

We are deoply grieved indorm our Il
Members that Sri. B, H. Gopalakrishna
oo of the our senior member passed
Ay on 146 March 2002 a8 12,30 p_m, He
was bricfly @ and was being freated @
Breach {:altm'!luﬁ-phnl.ﬁai_ﬁumlaknmm'
laaves behind his wite Rajeshwari and b
daughters Gourd & Poarmima.

Gopalkrishna was working with
Texdiles Commitice and came o Murnbai
intha early 70's. An active member of the
Association, ho took part in many plays
ard vanious olher activites. A quiot &
friendly person, Gopalkrishng il bia
missoed by many iriends atthe Asscciation

We do pray that the family members
are endowad with the stromgth to boar this
ireparabie boss.

Prasad, On behud of the Mysone Association, Murmhai, Tel: 400 46 47
Printwes, Fout, Mombai-300 001, * 266 X3 61/ 266 59 385 .
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