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l.ﬂl typical Mysorean is one who is
modest, cultured, contended and also
homebound” said agentlernan from nerth
Inclia with & nostalgic look. He had served
for a lonag time in cld Mysore state and now
settled in Delhi after retirernent  He was
parthy comect  For these qualifications we
should also add “loyal 1o the maharaja and
the ruling family, and courtly in his
MAnNeTsS |

This lovalty was ingrained not merehy
in the people of Mysone city but throughout
the state. | should recall ere an interesting
incident of my student days

Some of us, who were attending a
Scout carmp near a dam in an inferior part
of Hassan district, decided to take 2 stroll
arcund the countryside. Mearing noon, as
il was hot, we though of spending some
time under the shade of a nearby tamarind
tree. We found that there was already a
shepherd there with ferocious looking dogs
an his side which growled at our approach.
Ignoring the dogswe satand stanted chatting
about this and that and after a while it
turrrred towards the subject of the maharaja.

KRISHMARAJA™S REIGHM

Theose were the days of the freedom
movement and we had all been infected
with the spirt. And progressive in viewswe
folf that the maharaja was an anachronism
and discussed about him light heartedhy.
Suxddenly the shephend tumed towards us
and barked, “"Stop that nonsense
othervdse ... * [twas a threatening look and
we folt that if we persisted he would not
hesitate to et the dogs upon us and quictly
we moved out of the place.

In his verses tifed “Mimmoormudu
Mysooru” B.M. Sri (B.M. Srikantaish) was
eulogized the glory and charmm of Mysone
that is the Mysore of Maladi Krishna -
Krshnaraja Wedeyar the V. We mai say,
these verses evoke a picture of old Mysore.

During the reign of the fourth
KErishnaraja, spanning the fiest fowr dacades
of this century, the state reached fis peak of
glory. MNotwithstanding the first world war
it was comparatively peaceful reign which
enabled the state to make all-round
PROGTess,

Mysore city, as the seat of the maharaja
was naturally the focus of all attention even
though the bigger Bangalore city was the
centre of administration, The restdence of
maharaja, thatis the place, was not viewed
as a mere centre of power. It had also a
sacred aura arcund it [1was viewed asthe
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- VK Shastry part of a vocabulary evolved in the
embediment of the noblest traditions of surroundings of the place as a part of the

Viayanagar loss th laith Durbart culture. In Mysore et one could
Heal o B hear words Bke mahaswami, huzur, Savan,
state i

appane, buddi ete. which we, the professed
Life in he oty invohssd around the

progressive termed as a product of
paiace which provided employment for 2 “curnmerband’ euliure. And regarding the
large nurmber of people. They mnged from word ‘buddi’ | must make aslight digression
those haughty bhakshis, who were in here
atiendance upon the mahamja to the “hake
pabmdavany’, that s a groupwhase function
seemed to Be just to grow a ferociouws-
lockingmutton chop meustache and marnch
in the royal processions during the birthday
and Dasara celebrations.

DRESS ON HIRE
Some years back | visited a friend and
his family. 1 found Mrs. Chikkammanni
Dievarai Ursin thely company, While taking
about various subjects | cam to Mr. Devarad
Lrs who was the chief minister then, While
In between were employees of various  referring to him { used to the word
functions, chopdars, quards, officials, ‘arasinavaru’. But each time Mrs.
musicians, courtiers ete. andahostofother  Chikkammanniintervened to comect meto
whose function perhaps scemed to be to saving ‘buddipavans’. -
provide number and body to the roval This word was mandatory inaddressing
cavalcacke. all mernbors of the Arssu famibies imespeciive
The place was a huge edifice with 5o of their place in the order of precedence in
rnany reoms, comdors eic., thatitrequired  the palace. ,
almost a brigade of guards. Most of them Thus a sort of Durbari culture pervaded
dregsed in white long coats, trousers and  Mysore city that even people unconnecied
red turban seemed to merge with the  with the palace used to sport this dress
surroundings. treating it as a fashion. But this dress was
The turbans, long coat and ousers  compulsory for anyone whe even entered
were a part of the life of the city, whose  the palace on any work. This accuired
moodsand mannerswerebeinginfuenced  greater importance during the state functions
by the palace etiquetie iself. There were  like the Dasara festivities, on the maharaja’s
variations of this dress too, indicating the  birthday celebrations when the miharaja
status, furnction etc. of the person, froma  held a durbar.
haughty civil servant foa minor funciionang. Invitees and visibors to the durbar had o
Theminor functionan) wasdressedinag  wear the durbar dress Especially during the
longcoatand trouserswith orwithoutcrease  Dasara festivities when there was an influx
and a turban withor withoutlace, andmore  of visitors from the neighbouring stales,
often walked barefoot. At the other end  there was sshortage of durbar dresses. But
was {he semor offical with usually black  cradty tailors stitched this dress in ordinany
long coat, white trousers, shoes and the  cloth and had them reachy. The turban was
famous Mysore lace turban adoming his  shapedin pith and covered by a single lajer
. of white cloth on which was pasted a lace-
The difference between the two was  looking ribbon.  And the whole sel was
that while the minor functionary and  givenonhireat highratesto the visitors who
people were required to wear a  paidpremium forihe ‘passes’ to the durbar,
‘curmmerband’ tied to the waist, the officials After the durbar they tumed proudhy
wore an ‘ultariya’ across the shoulder. In  sporting the ‘khasa hara. Even after
hetween were the coloured turbans of the  retuming the hired dress, they would camy
members of the Arasu famiies, or turbans  the 'khasa hara’ with them _
of shawl adoming the Vedic scholars What is the ‘khasa hara’. It is a garland
It was considered as bad manners to of asingle strand of jasmine Bonaners cippemd
meove aboutbare headedand evenbeggars  in “panneer” orrose water. After the durbar
used 1o tie a cloth around their headsBkea  everyvisitor was gardanded with this “khasa
turban. They were not sure when the  hara'. The visitors, especially from Tamil
‘savvar’ (maharsja)would passthatway. A Maduw, seemed to be wory happy and proud

whole essay could be written about this  with the ‘khasa hara And they seemed to
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subjects themschees.

Maotwithstanchng the presence of the
maharsja the Bfe of Mysore ditymoved ata
sl statehy pace. There were few motor
cars and more of “Shahpasand Tongas'
There were also dipclopping Victorias
carning the Aracys dianibades and aloo eaced
camiages camying their ladies in ghosha”.

Polluion of any sortwas either unknown
or within Emits. The city was clean with
broad roads, possibly influenced by the
palace itsell which was spic and span and
e inspiring by its gold and glitter, slence
and perfume of agarbattis.

With the perfumed atmosphere of the
palace pervading the city i was natiral
there were a large number of connolsseurs
‘rasikas” and epicureans. The atmosphere
Sedms 1o hawe been thick with music. And
dance, if any was in a low key, During the
administration of the puritan Divan, Sir K
Seshadri lyer dance and dancers were
banished from the temples. As a
consequence this ar recetved asetback and
lost it popularity.  But music reigned
supreme. Perhaps Mysore is the anky eity
where many streets have been narmed after
musictans like Tyasaraja Kshetrajna,
Seshanna ele.

The maharaja had some of the
outstanding musicians in his durbar and
added some more from different parts of
India on something ke a retalner basis. As
a consequence a Mysorean had to taste of
musiceven from birth and thanks to the raja
itwas free, Music recitals by celebrities was
a part of any funcon i the palace and
ﬁmwmmmwmﬁgpdduﬁng:hn;m
of the year. Sound amplifiers were fixed at
different gates of the palace o that people
could listen to the concerts. Besides the
palace, music was a part of most of the
celebrations like Ramanavami or
Krishnashtami and recitals of eminent
masters wene held in different parts of the
cify in temples or in pandals.

These occasions apart, most of the
vidwans conducted weeldy Bhajan teasons
at their homes where the best of music
could be heard. Wik 20 much rausic, all
provided free, it was said Mysoreans were
subjects of a joke, &s those whoe would net

rumoured that when Bidaram Krishnappa
started the Ramanesvami music sefesin the
Prasanna Sitarama Mandiram and should
fickets priced to elght annas (now 60 patsce)
exch, some rasikas” were unhappy that he
was selling massic.

A recital before the maharas was a
cherished object of rmost musicians in the
country, twas an interesting experience in
itself. The recital started generally at 7,30
pm. Five minutes before all the vidwans of
the palace, odher dignitaries oic., assembled
and seated A minute before 7.30 pom.
heralds annocunced the amival of the
maharaja Immediately the maharais was
seated and the Bakshi signafled for the
commencernent of the concert.

The maharaja himself being a
connoieur, the musician was naturally
eager o learn about his rescton. Bl
nothing would be visible on the raja’s ace.
But there was another vardstickwhich most
miusicians were Unawang af

The recital was usually of one hour's
duration. I the maharaja sat for mose than
halfan hour, itwas an indication thathe was
]ﬂeﬁiﬂd. H it was for half an hour it was
passable, if It was less than half an hour, it
indicated the failure of the recital.  But
sometmes the maharaja was so pleased
that this tme i weas exceeded as in the
case of

Subramanya lyer and Chintalapalli
Venkata Rao when he sat for nearly 100
rinutes. These were rane occasions

STALWARTS

‘Fasikas" of that generations were
privileged to hear the music of such stalwarts
a5 Fayyar Fhan, Vilayal Hussain Bhan,
Indubala, Barakatliah Khan, Seshanna,
Krshnappa, Vasudevachar, Dwaram
Venkataswany Maidu, Muthiah Bhagasatar,
and all the other vidwans of Mysore and
rnarny more from the neighbouring states.
There was & surfeit of music with the result
an aversde ‘rasika’ developed such good
taste and so sell informed it was difficuli 1o
please him.

Good iaste in music naturally spilled
over o other areas like food, perfume and
other good things in e, Mysare has been
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On Tuesday 10th Aprl 2001
A el ol The ook
Weena - The Instrument Par Excellence

by
Vichaan Shd G K Shamaimarman Rao.
Speakers: Sh T.M. Ashak
Camatic Mczic inchame, ATR, Mumba.
A renowied Veena Exposent
Chied Guest: Shr KCP. Rama Murthy LF.5.
Déeectior of Kannada & Cubure
Govl. o Kamalaka
Folowed by Veena Concest by
Smi Jayshres Anind & Farty
Time: 700 pum. Date: 10th Apel 2001
Vonue: Mysore Axsociation
On Tuesday 26th Aprl 2001
Alshaya Trithiya
Mahaganapathi Pooja
O thee auspacioes of Akshaya Trithiya

%mﬂu%bé%%% pay for listening to music. In fact it was PROGRAMME

Mahaganapathi Focka has been aranged 2l e

essocialion on 269 Apdl 2001,
is a5 under:
5,00 pum. Ganapafhi Pooia. & Ganapathi Homa

6.00 p.m. Mavageaha Pocla & Navagraha Homa

700 prm. Poomahushi Nahedyam
500 Maha Mangataethi

Manim pushpam
£-30 p.m. Prasad Vinyoga

Members wshryg bo olfer ‘Sevartha shoadd e

thesr name and ofer dalals fo he office.

FOR ALL YOUE DOMESTIC
AND INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL ARRKANGEMENTS

CONTACT

AUGUST
TRAVEL
SERVICE

Agents For

INDIAN AIRLINES &
JET AIRLINES

REGD. OFFICE :

3/15. ASHIAMA. SECTOR 17.

YASHI, HAV MUMDBAL

FHOHES : 783 1970 °
TES 2451

GRAMS : AUGTRASERY

ALSD AT :

2716, RABBUR HOLUSE,

SIOM (Bl MUMBAL-300 022

FHOMES - 407 29845 * 400 3573
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{....from page 3/
OH, MYSORE'!

famous for its sandal, jasmine, betel leaves,
agarbatli, attar etc. Veena Subbanna
epitomised this epicurean Mysore Hewas
considered an expert in identifiing the best
in flowers, betel leaves, scents etc. He
always had a stock of the best attar from
Kanau),

There & he story of a famous dancer
from Tanjavur who performed in
Subbanna’s residence. After the
performance, itis said she declined the Eirly
fat fee offered. Instead she requested a
bottle of attar he had.

Thisinevitably brings to foed, especially
the eafing houses. During these days the
Annapoomeswar lodge in the hundred fect
road was a famous hotel serving veny tasty
south Indian food. And then the 'health

kitchen' of the Maharaja's college was
another popular eating spot.  Whole
generations of students of this college have
fed themselves there. Managed by the lyer
bothers, from Kerala, Rama, Krishna and
Deovaraia, it was known for its cean food
and alss innovations.

When Prof. Afeoypd lectured on the
wonderful nutrient properties of ragi, the
health kitchen came out with a series of
dishes made from ragi, dosa, idly, biscust
e,

But the pride of place should go to the
‘boardless Maranachar. Hi eating place
in the old agrahar had no board, Yetltwas
a2 popular place always packed with
custorness. The customers consisted of a
cross section of paunchy sowcars, ichmen
of Santhepet, doctors, civil servants and
students.

It was a submissive chentele. The
customer never demanded but went in
more a5 a pilgim to receive ‘prasadam’
Maranacherwas an autocrat of the kitchen
and no one liked to rub him on the wrong
side.

[ rermember the roming, for instance,
ulen a couple of sowcars who came for
their breakfast were busy discussing some
commercal matters. One ofthem suddeniy
ashed the serving bows how long would it
take to get his food. This was heard by
Naranachar who was busy in the kitchen.
He came out with the tum-spit in his hand
and asked, “Whoisit..... whoisit, in such
ahurry. Tell him that no food is available™,
The chastened sowcar meekly pleaded
with Maranachar and later received his
food.. What was #7 ‘zet dosa’ for which
Mysore cify was farmous.

I fact, the credit for introducing this
dish should go to Maranachar, “Set dosa
consisted of four small plain rce cakes
topped by potato cumy, chutneyand butter.
It was such a tasty dish that it Eteralhy melbed
in thee mvouth,

bMaranachar was very particular about
the qualiy. He god the materials used fior
miaking it from particular shops and places.
The butter he used naot only for the "set
dosa’ but for the other sweet preparations
like :kesari bath', ‘Mysore pak’ etc. was got
from Sosale and Bevukallu village.

Another such eating place of the thirties
was the ‘Vidyarthi bhavan' near the
Jaganmohan palace. It was noted for is
‘sada dose’ and tuppa or ghee, granular
and sweel smeling and tasty especially
when minedwithihe coconut chutneywhich
was supplied Boeralhy.

Though not as popular as the above,
Mysore city had numerous such eating
places in those days. And the present one
are mot match before them.

Indeed, each part of the life of Mysore
city of those days could be the subject of an
exclusive e3say.  Apart from the annual
Diasara and birthday celebrations there were
eventslike the Ganeshotsav, Krishnashtami,
car festival and theppotsavam on the
Chamundi hills, that enlivened the sedate
cultural life of the cify.

Courtesy : ‘Murali Vani® Shir B VK
Shasiny Felicitation Valume including his

Exhibition & Inauguration of
Website
On
Karnataka Kashida
On
Wednesday 4th April 2001
Vienwe:
15t Floos, University Canteen Termace,
Universityr of Mumbai,
Santacner (East). Mumbai — 400 098
Time: 11 AM. 106 P.M
Mete: The Kamataka Kashida of ancient
Indian orginated from Hubli Dharwar
region. Traditionally it was worked by
counting threads and without knots.
Hence, it was identical on both sides.
This type of embelkshment of sarees,

blouses and bonnet cum cape of babies
has four vareties of stilches namely
Ganthi, Murgi, Menthe and Megi. The
different flora and fauna and vanous
arfifacts are worked in geometric pattern
wherein the stitches runin any cne ofthe
three directionsie. horzontal vertical 8
diagonal
You are most cordially invited 1o attend
the Exhibition.
Prof. T. Vasanthakumar
Head,
Department of Kannada
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MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited for Kannada
Madhawa Bharadwaja gothra boy
41, 57" well employed in Delhi.
Girl should be well educated and
preferably working from same sect.

Contact : Tel: 022-724214 or
write to Mesaru Box Mo, M0l

Alliance invited for Kannada
Brahmin girl 24, 5'2", Wardholisa
gothram S.5.L.C. Diploma in
Computer, Tailoring, Teachers,
Training ectc. Boy should be
graduate or Diploma holder setiled
in Bombay any South Indiab boy
below 2% years.

Conact :
Tel. Mo.: 471 7o 34
or write to Mesaru Box No. MOZ2

T Ecfiod. Prinled & Pubished by M.AN, Prasad, On bohadf of the Mysons Associnbion, Mumbai, Tl #02 45 47
Preiad of Aarnfl Art Pricgors, Fod, Mwrrbai-400 D01, * 265 33 61 7 206 58 38

TRIMURTI|

JEWELLERS

GOLD AND DIAMOND |
ORNAMENTS

4604, Venkatesh Miwas,
Ground Floar,
Bhaudaji Road,

Cpp Mysore Association,

Matunga (C.Rhy.) Mumbai-19.

Phone : 402 34 85




