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5.30 p.m. to 6.30 pim.
6.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.
7.30 pom. to 8.00 p.m,

( THE MYSORE ASSOCIATION, BOMBAY
PROGRAMME
Wednesday 12th April 2000 at 645 P I
RAMANAVAMI
Bhajans by members of Association's
lalita kala vibhaga followed by
Mahamangalarati & Prasada Viniyoga
’ Saturday 22nd April 2000 at 6.30 p.m
Film Show for members of Assaciation
at Association’s Auditorium
|I Saturday 6th May 2000
Mahaganapathi Prathishtapana
Varshikotsava Akshya Triteeya pooja |

Al are cordially invited

Members desirous of offering sevartha are requested
L to contact the office

-. . —

Abhisheka

Homa

Poarnahuthi & Mangalarathi
Praszada Viniyoga
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I CONTACT
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Agents For
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Two hundred years ago

dth May, 1799 & a red-letier day in the
History of Mysore having different
connotations for dfferent people, For the
Britishers. it was the day of final
consclidation of power in India. For France
battered by the defeat of Napolean at the
batle of Mie, the Fourth Mysore war was
the final nall in the coffin of hopes for a
foothold in the sub-continent

For the Mizam, it was a glotious day on
which he acquired large temritories as the
prize for the assistance given to the British
forces. Thase lands neary doubled the size
of Hyderabad State. (It miest however be
added that subsequently in 1800, the
Plizam coded back to the British, not only
all these terrtories but also those acquired
earlier after the Third Mysore war in 1792).

For admirers of Tippu Sultan, it was
the day of martyrdom of the Tiger of
Hl_.m'rn For natives of M:-,rs-nm 'Cil‘:,.l. such
as rysedl, it was the day on which the
process was initiated for the return of our
towm fo s onginal glony as a state Capital
after nearhy two hundred years.

From Mysore to Sritangapatna

That status had been lost In 1610,
when Raja Wodeyar aoquired the Viceregal
throne of the Vimyanagar Empire at
Srirangapaina frorm Thirumala Rao and
shifted his capital there. Mysore city drifted
into obfvion for the next 190 years. In
1787, Tippu considered it politically prudent
to demolish the whole town leaving oshy
the temples behind. The inhabitants were
given the option of removing themseives to
Ganjam [on the Stmngapatna kisnd) or to
Agrahar Bamboor at the foot of Nandi hill,
which was renamed Sultanpet,

Materal from the dismantied old town
was emploped for the erection of a new fort
on a neighbouring height called Mazarbad.

Thus, on the dth May, 1799 what was
left of Mysore was merely a collection of
termples and muod huts. B was not even a
towm, let alone a capital city.

A flash back: “Rani”
Ammanmi

The Rowal family, did not, al this stage
have any adult male member. But Rani
Lakshrni Arnrnanmi the grand mother of the
Raja-to-be, proved hersell to be a force to
reckon with, “RANA" Lakshmil Ammanni,
as she i called in the letters of General
Meadows, Govemnor of Madmas or "Maha
Matruss® as she is uniformby designated on
the Mysore records, she was the daughter
of a greal warrior, Kattl Gopal Raj Urs.

Lakshmi

Rani Lakshmi Ammannd, the widow
of Krishna Raja Wodeyar Il was no
ordinany person. For the previous 36
years, she had never quietly acquicsced in
the unrestricted exercise of power by the
Daheoys or in the complete usurpation of
authority by Haidar Al She was acutely
aware of the disasters which bedell her
mother-indaw Rani Devajammanni and
Minister Khande Rao when they had
dared to free the Royal family from the
shackles imposed by Haidar Al vet, she
was undaunted and continued to hope Lo
regain power one day.

Her husband, (Immadi) Krishna REaja
Wodeyar Il died in1766. He was succeeded
first by his ebdest son Manjaraj and thereaiter
by his second son Chamamja Wodeyar
who died in 1776. Haidar Al thereafter
prevailed upon Lalkshmi Ammanni to
adopt a young boy of true Blue blocd
[Raja Bindi) aged three years, soon to be
named Chamaraja. He was the natural
som of Devaraja Urs of Arluthars, now
called Chamarajanagar. Like his
predecessors, he was to be a mere
fiqurehead. He would be sitting on the
throne during Dasara evenings in view of
the populace. That was all

The puppel on a string

During the whole of the perod when
e wickded all the powrer, Haldar Al never
made any atternpt 1o assumse anmy external
signs of royalty. The Kaja continued 1o sit
on his ancestral throne and the Dasama
festivities were celebrated with the same
pomp and glory a8 in the days of the
ancestors. Habdar himseli always attended
the Dasara durbars and offered the
custornany presents and the obesance. He
wsually rede an elephant among the
retinue that accompanied the Baja in the
Jamboo Savar, the Vijayoedashami

.

This ks how one Bedtish prsoner
deseribed the Raja's status inoa letter
home:

“This young Prince, in whose name
the famihy of Haidar Ali who assume only
the Gthe of Regent and carry on the
administrafion of Government, is allowed
for himseli and his family an anmual
pnsion.

He is treated with all those marks of
homage that are paid to crowned heads.
In his narme proclamation & made of war
ar of paace and the trophies of victony are
ladd at his fect Like Kings, he too has his
guards. But they are appomnted and
commanded by the wsurper of his throne

e
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whose authority and safety depend on the
Prince’s confinement.

Yet, such ks the reverence that is paid
by the people of Mysore 1o the blood of
their ancient kings and so formidable are
they rendered in thelr present state of
subjection to the most vigorous character
as well as powerful Prince in the Peninsula
of Hindustan, that it & thowsht by the
present Government of Mysore not to cut
off the hereditary prince of Mysore
according to the usual policy of despots
but to adom him with the pageantry of a
Cronam”

The Embassy of Madras (Chennai)

Lakshmi Ammanni noticed that
Haidar's hold on power never slackened.
She secrethy sent ermissaries to Lord Pigot,
Governor of Madras, with overtures for
help to recover her lost power. She gotin
touch with one Tiumala Rao, an old
emphoyee of the Mysore Palace who had
left Strangapatna and setled in Madras
after the fall of his patron Anche Shamiah
soon after Tippu casvse 1o power inJanuany
1753, She appointed Tinamala Rao as her
agent fo negotiate with the British
Govemment

Those negotiations had their ups and
downs. The Rani not only managed 1o
impress upon the Brfish Governor by
producng before him the contracts bebaeen
Teippu Sultan and the French authorities,
but also managed to sign comparabbe
aoreements with him herself.

Divine intervention?

By 1795, the Mysore Raja family had
boon caplives for almost thivty-five pears in
Srirangapatna. Chamaraja Wodeyar IX
ton had died He had left behind a baby
oy, Hrishnaraia Wodeyar [IL Rani Lakshmi
Ammanni was deephy woried about the
future of the Yadu Vamsha dynasty, It was
surely going to end unless that batby could
b crowned, even as a puppel. Tippu was
not agreeable He stopped the Dasara
festivities.

At that stage, Lord Venkataramana is
snsd to have appeared lo the Raniin a
dream and directed her fhat his idel then
in Balamur, should be consecrated in
Mysore for the sabmtion for the dynashy.
She managed to proceed 1o Balamur in
cisquise without the knowledge of the
Sultan. She secrethy brought the image
aftwel ord from Balanmun and installed i
and consecrated that idol in a temple in
Mysore fort where worship is being offered

FVeT Since
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0 We may now retum to events leading
5 the Coronation of Mummadi Krishnaraja
Wodevar after the events of the dth May
1.

The Red letter day

As we already saw, the Rowal famihy,
& not al this stage, have any adult male
member. After the fall of Tippu Sultan,
Rani Lakshmi Ammanni, the widow of
Krishnaraja Wodeyar 1 clainied restitulion
af the Hindu throne as per the agreement
of the 28th October 1782, with Lord
MeCartney, the Governor of Madras. That
agreement had been reconfirmed on the
16th Aped 1799.

There was a lot of opposition in the
Englizh carmp. Most British Officers were of
the view that the child caimant had no
mighl to any threne whatsosver, He was
undoubtedhy the son of the previcus Raja
who had only been adopted posthumoushy
in perison by the widow af the thisd
penultimate Raja. Three Hajas had spent
thelr llves entirely in captivitly. I was
argueed that there was no reason to honour
the agreement signed by the Governor of
Madras, even i it could be called a
commitrrent at all. “The doctrine of lapse™
was then an accepled postulate and had
been applied to very man y such situations.

The doctrine lapses

However, Lord Momingion, decided
that the Wodeyar King should be installed.
He gave a lot of weight to the signed
agreements.  After all, the Dasama durbars
had been suspended for a mere three
years. He brushed aside Purnaiva’s
vehement pleas for the installation of one
of Tippu's sons on the thromne

However, it was considerad
inexpedient to crown the Raja at
—eringapatam ina Mohammedan Palace.
Even 'Iimu.g;l:'t the main hmil:s,r members
had been trancfemed to Vellore, there
were still & numiber of ladies belonging to
Haidar's & Tippu's zenana and their
numerous children, A function of the kind
i thedr wicinily was consdered both cnael
and improper.  The Governor-General
decided that the Baja's coronation shaoukd
take place not al Sdngapatam, but at
Masore.

B B more Bkely that there was a
Militany aspect as well.  The Gowernos-
General was firmly of the view that the
fortified sland of Stngapatam was an
excellent location for a British Cantonment
ad amny base K would have to be
retained under their direct contral and the
Raja kept away.

In old Mysare, # was found that not a
single howse was standing and in the few

"

ViysoTe benl IppL WA rAT A &
howses were all unsuitable and there was
no water. The young Haja and his family
were moved to one of those houses. In
absence of 8 Palace, the Cotanation would
have to ke place I one of the emples

The Temples of the Mysore Fort and
Palace : Kodi Bhairmaaswami temple

There can be no starg about the pious
Waodeyars without the ternples with which
their History & dosely intertwined. The
founder of the Dynasty, Yaduraja and his
brother Ershnaraja, came to Mysore in
13599 in the course of thelr wanderings.
Thewr slept their first night in the modaest
precinets of the Hodi Bhaireva temphe,
presently situated at the Morth Eastemn
comer inside the fort walls.  Eventually,
they defeated Maranayaka, the recently
widcwed Hanl's toomentor and a local
Chieftain Yaduraya mamied the Princess
and became the Raja of Mysore.

The fitle shrine i st there as & mute
witness to the beginning of the dynasty and
its image of Bhairava is less than a metse
high. I i not a remarkable structure.
Certaindy not Bt for 3 Coronation.

Sri Shwetha Varshaswami temple

This temple i located near the
Southemn archway (Varaha gate) of the
fort. It & construcied in the fypical Hoysala
siyle.  The processional image of the
temple (Utsava murthy) has an inscripBon,
which records that it was the gift of King
Childa Devaraja Wodeyar{1673-1704).
The stone image of the Shwetha
Varahaswami now in the sanctum-
SAFCHOLITT) Wias frosm Srimushna in
Tarmnilnadu by Chikka Devaraja Waodaar
and comsecrated in a new temple at
Srirangapatna which was then the Capital.
That temple is said to have been destroyed
by Tippu Sultan.  Later in 1809, the deity
was brought to Mysore and consecrated in
the present locathon, constructed by Dewan
Pumiah as per the wishes of King
Krishnaraja Weodeyar HL

The temple has an elegantly carved
doorasay, well-executed pillars and a good
tower, U alko houses inscribed images of
Srivaishnava Saints Deshifar and Jeeyar.
One of the important features of this
temple is the mural painfing on the walls
of the Navaranga or the pillared hall The
murals represent scenes from the
Rarnayans and Bhagavata, especially the
exploints of Lord Krishna.

This termphe too was nuled owt, possibly
for s inadequate size at that tme

[t was finally declded that the
Coronathon  should take place in the
precincts on te  Lakshmisamanasusami
Tempie in the fort on the 30th June 1799

Hamrn Borwl ooed Sy - 2000

under the supervigion of Pumaive and

General Hamis, It wasauspicous being the
thirteenith day [apodashil of Jyeshia
Bahula and a Sunday,

Lakshmiramana Swami temple

The choice of this temple had a spedial
significance for the Wodeyar famiy.

I the shxteonth contury, Rags Wodeysr
sundued an attempted murder at the
ternple because of his faith in the deity. An
inscription on the bntel of the
records the story of Raja Wodeyar and the
turning of the poison into nectar by divine
ntervention. [tis dated the 30th November
1851, which is the date of rencvabon of the
tower and dooneay by the KRW I The
stony rung thus ;

Viraraiwys, the Chiel of Kansgahalli
tried to stop Raja Wodeyar from visiting the
Srkanteshwara his  temple claiming that
Nan}angud was in his mrri.in;:qy He was
squanely defeated bt his Bfe was spased by
the Hing.

Virarajmna tried o avenge his defeat
by bribing the priest of the
Lakshmiramanaswamifemple to mix polson
the Raja’s “theertha”. While receiving the
consecrated waler, Haja Wadeyar noticed
the Brahmin's hands frembling violeniky
and extracted a confession of the full facts
of treason. Thereafter, he consumed the
theertha telling the Priest that what has
been offered to him 2= "theertha™ should
be consumed as such. The “annals of the
Mysore Boval family™ states that only the
pure holy waler entered the Raja’s throat
and the poison remained i his palm as a
bilxck paich, which be camed for the et
of his Bfe. A standing figure of Raja
Wndeg,har wilh folded hands [nniﬂ]‘& mud‘m}
facing god, commemorates this and some
other miracles.

A5 an offering to Lord Lakshmbramana
for saving his life, Raja Wodeyar built the
rahadwara and in 1650 0r so, Ranadhecra
Kantirava Marasimharaja Wodeyar
constructed the handsome mantapa on the
rear side of the temple. [twas herethat the
Coronaion tock place ‘before the statue
Raja Wodeyar.

The Ceremomy

On the moming of the 30th June, the
Buitish Commissoners with Meer Alum
and an escort of European regiment
peeceeded to the residence of the Raja and
brought him i i]iu paviion which had
been speclall]y” constructed in the
Lakshmiramana Swami temple near the
site of the old fort. General Harris as the
sendor member of the Commission and
Meer Alum pedormed the ceremony of

(ot o No. &)
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Heturn of the Mysore Hajas to power
[ ge ro. 5)

p]ﬂr:irﬁ“;pﬂ'rrfﬂah on the musnuwd. With,
cach faking one of the hands of the Eaja
General Harrie delivered to the Raja the
seal and signet of the Raj In that durbar
he also pubbcy announced the appointment
by the Govemnor-General of Pumaiva a3
the Dowan, According to the annaks of the
Mysore Roval family, General Hamis then
impressed upon Pumaiya that this was
done even though Pumaia would have
wisher one of the sons of Tippu to be
crownaed,  He was advised o loyally
advance the interests of his new master
and of the Country fill the Raja reached the
age discretion, when he should abide by
the pleasure of the Raja.

The new. Dewan recefved his letter of
appointment from the hands of the Raja.
Buche Rac was appointed the Finance
minister, Badami Bichtopant as the Bakshi
of the Cavalny force and Khan Jehan Khan
as the Bakshi of the Infantry (Bam
cutchery), Lt Col Bamy Close was
appointed the resident at the Court of
Mhysore.

The dynasty of
discontinudly. . ..

There is an age old belief (which |
studied in School in 1941 a3 had my
parents earbier s} that according fo the
curse of Alamelamma, the wife of
Srrangaraya, no direct  descent king of
Mysore can ever beget a son. [n these days
of rationalist movements and scientific
thought, the curse of Alamelamma sounds
incongneous. “fed, the Wodeyar sucoession
chain has strictly proved this curse for the
389 years from 1610 to this day spanning
18 generations. We will recount only those
that followed the 1799 coronation.

Kishna Raja Wodeyar Il who was
crowmed on the 30 June I?W.,'I-'-"&-'& thi
son of the last Raja, Chamaraja Wodeyar
IX. But, he did not beget a son through amy
of his four wives. Hi adopted son,
Chamaraja Wodeyar X, succeeded him.

CW-X had two sons, of whom, the
elder, Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV became the
Maharaja and his broiher, Kanieerava
Marasimharaja Wodeymr the Yuvaraja, KW-
IV had no children. The throne went to his
nephew, the son of the Yuvaraja.

That was Jayachamaraja Wodeyar.
He had four daughters and one son who
occupies the Mysore Palace today.

vene A % fiture

The present sciom of the family,
Srikantadatia Marasimha Raja Wodeyar i
the natural son of Jayachamaraja Wodeyar.
He has neo children so far. Does it mean
that the Wodevar dynasty starbed by
Yaduraya in 1399 ends after 600 years
with Srikanta Datta since adoption has

ceased o have much meaning today? @

alternatimg
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Lafther Auntie.. ... Her name ftself
Brings in fofs of wanm Shougiis amd
feelings fo me.  For me she has been
a mother, & fend, a guide &
confdeanfe 2 welluicher and wdhar
nof.  She has atvays been wsth me
and our famify Sirough thick and thin

We alwaps had something or the otfer
fo learn from her, be i a piece of
advice, a delicious recipe. a
Devamama or a ol Falk dance and
she fad the zame 2o2f fo feach ws the
ST 100,

{ have known her since [ was  five
vears ofd  and have been afiways
nfferenced by fer dashing personality:
Sire wsed fo say that if our corserence
says that we are rght then we should
do wihatever we feel is rght and not
bather as fo wihal people zay or ik
and I feel the was absolutely riaht
There are g0 manyincidents that come
fo my mind that [ am unable fo pot
themn together on paper. For me mu
Lalithu avntie shall ahuays remain alive
in my memory o fnspire me, o
encourage me and bless me afways,
May her soul rest in peace. ..
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